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Aristotle (384-322 b.c.), with Plato one of 
the two greatest philosophers of antiquity, and 
in the view of many the greatest philosopher 
of all time, lived and taught in Athens for most 
of his career. He began as a pupil of Plato, 
and for some time acted as tutor to Alexander 
the Great. He left writings on a prodigious 
variety of subjects, covering the whole field 
of knowledge from biolo^ and astronomy to 
rhetoric and literary criticism, from political 
theory to the most abstract reaches of philo- 
sophy. He wrote two treatises on ethics, called 
Eudemian and Nicomachean after their first 
editors, his pupil Eudemus and his son 
Nicomachus. The Nicomachean Ethics was prob- 
ably written later, in Aristotle’s fifties and 
sbtties, when he was head of the Lyceum, the 
school he founded in Athens. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The corpus of Aristotle’s works contains two treatises 
bearing the name Ethics— the Nicomachean and the 
Eudemian. At one time the latter was believed to be the 


work not of Aristotle but of his pupil Eudemus, but 
more recent research has shown that the Eudcfnian 
Ethics belongs to a stage of Aristotle’s thought in which 
he stood nearer to Plato and to his own early Dialogues 
than he did when he wrote the Nicomachean Ethics. This 
being so, the titles are probably to be explained by the 
fact that the two works were edited respectively by 
Eudemus and by Aristotle’s son Nicomachus. The later 
of the two should probably be assigned to the latest 
period of Aristotle’s life, the period of his headship of 

the Lyceum, i.e. to his fifties or sixties. 

The plan of the work is not altogether simple. The 

first four books form a natural sequence Bk i deak 
with the nature of the good for man, and finishes with 
a division of the faculties of man, in which Aristotle 
distinguishes a faculty which forms plans and a faculty 
which carries them out; goodness is according y di- 
vided into intellectual excellence and moral excellence. 
Bks. 2-4 are concerned with moral excellence; bk. 2. 
i-o c gives a general account of it, and 3.6 to the end of 
4 discSses particular moral virtues in detail. Bks^ 5-7 
are according to the ancient tradition common to tl^e 
Eudemian and the Kicomaehean Ethics; which would 
mean that, while the two mam worb represent an 
^rlier and a later course of lectur^, this part was left 

SrvariL forms of mtellectual excellence, y-.o 
Jkcusses two conditions which he between virtue and 
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vice — continence and incontinence. 7. ii— 14 is a dis- 
cussion of pleasure. Bks. 8 and 9, on friendship, do not 
form an essential part of a treatise on ethics, and cer- 
tainly so full a treatment of it seems out of place; 
it is not improbable that these two were originally a 
separate treatise. Bk. 10, on eudaimonia or well-being, 
forms a fitting conclusion to the work, but some em- 
barrassment is caused by the fact that chs. 1-5 form 
a second discussion of pleasure, in part duplicating 
and in part differing from that in bk. 7; it is natural 
to suppose that the treatment in bk. 7 belongs to the 
earlier and that in bk. 10 to the later of the two courses 
already mentioned. 

Though the general plan is fairly simple, it will be 
seen that it has defects. Aristotle cannot have meant 
the work to appear in its present form; we must sup- 
pose that Nicomachus did not wish to omit anything 
that had a bearing in any way on ethics, and that that 
accounts for the present form of the work. 

Aristotle regards human life as consisting of the pur- 
suit of ends, and his main object is to discover the 
nature of the end or ends at which man ought to aim — 
though he does not always distinguish this from the 
question what the ends are at which men actually do 
aim. fie describes the end as being eudaimonia, and this 
word is usually translated ‘happiness’. The transla- 
tion is not altogether satisfactory. Happiness is a state 
of feeling, but he makes it clear that by eudaimonia he 
means a certain kind of activity (carr>dng feeling, no 
doubt, with it), not a kind of feeling. Wordsw'orth asks; 

U'ho is the happy ivanior? Who is he 

That eiery man in arms would wish to be? 

and Aristotle is similarly bent on discovering what is 
the most enviable life. There are, he says, three popular 
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views about the nature of this life. One is that it is the 
life of pleasure; but the life which aims at pleasure, 
regardless of the source from which it is derived, is 
worthy of beasts rather than of men. The political life 
aims at honour, but honour depends more on him who 
gives it than on him who gets it. The life of money- 
making cannot be regarded as an end in itself. There 
remains a fourth life, the contemplaUve life; and here 
he sounds the note which resounds in the final book. 
Meantime he lays down two conditions— that the end 
of human life must be something chosen for its own 
sake, and something that is itself satisfying, needmg 
no supplement beyond itself. He seeks to get further 
light o^n its nature by asking what the typical funcUon 
of man, the function that only man has, must be. The 
life of nutrition and growth is shared by the plante. 
The life of sense-perception is shared by the animals. 
What remains is the life of the rational element in us. 
Thus human good turns out to be ‘activity of soul in 
die^ense either of being obedient to a rational prin- 
Sror of apprehending such a principle ; in other 
wmds either good moral activity or good intellectual 
Tct vhy It is ‘activity of soul in accordance with virtue 

Sa'romSem Ihe’. since activity for a short time does 
“riTudeT'^to is occupied mainly 

Jhra«emptto,shov.th-he^a^^^^^^^^^ 

of the end for man u m accoM w^ J 

held, either by n^entioned. Since he has 

returns to a ma activity of soul in accordance 

defined eudainwma as discussion of virtue. He 

::ti;‘rhil^"ion between the rational and the 
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irrational element in the soul. He had divided the 
rational element into two parts — that which obeys 
such a principle and that which discovers one for 
itself. He now divides the irrational element into two 
parts. The first is that which acts independently of any 
such principle ; this is that by which animals and plants 
live and grow. The other is that which, while it may 
follow a rational principle, may also disobey it. This 
is in fact the faculty of desire. Thus one and the same 
faculty is at one time called by Aristotle rational and 
at another irrational. It is irrational, in the sense that 
it does not grasp a principle — it is reason that does that ; 
it is rational, in the sense lliat it can accept such a prin- 
ciple when presented to it by reason — though it can 
also refuse to accept such a principle and may act 
irrationally. This leads Aristotle to divide virtue, or 
excellence, into two kinds, intellectual excellence and 
moral excellence, which is the excellence of this semi- 
rational faculty of desire. 

The consideration of virtue is continued in bk. 2. 
Just as men become builders by building, they become 
just b>- doing just acts, and temperate by doing temper- 
ate acts : ‘states of character arise out of like activities’. 
And activities which produce excellence are those in 
which both excess and defect are avoided. Virtue has, 
too, an essential connexion with pleasure and pain; it 
IS not bv inditlercnce to these, but by taking pleasure 

m the right things and to the right degree, that men 
become virtuous. 

Then- is some difficulty, he admits, in the saying that 
It IS tiy doin,g virtuous acts tliat we become virtuous - it 
might be said that to do just acts we must already be 
lusi. liut Aristotle points out that acts which are such 
as a just man would do are not just acts unless they are 
done or the just mau would do them-that it is possible 

viu 
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to do acts which are on the outside precisely those that 
a just man would do, but to do them without the know- 
ledge that they are just, or without the desire to do 
them because they are just, or without having the firm 

character that a just man has. 

He turns next to the question what kind of thing 

virtue is— a passion, a faculty, or a state of character, 
and has no difficulty in showing that it is a state of 
character. It remains to say what sort of state of cha- 
racter it is. It is an intermediate state, but that does 
not mean that it is always equidistant between the two 
possible extremes; what must be sought is ‘the mean 
relatively to us’; the act must be done at the right 
times with reference to the right objects, towards the 
right people, with the right motive, and in the right 
wav ‘Virtue is a state of character concerned with 
choice, lymg in a mean, i.e. the mean relatively to m, 
this being determined by a rational principle, i.e. by 
that principle by which the man of practical Worn 
would determine it.’ That is Aristotle s definiuon of 
virtue. At the same time (he points out) in respect of ex- 
Zlenct It IS an extreme. There is, of course, no mean 
or excess or deficiency of vice, nor any excess or defi- 

“'^Lilproceeds to fill m the detail of the docmine 

of Ae mean Courage is a mean with regard to feelm^ 

of ear and confidence, temperance a mean with regard 

flues and painx. Similarly liberality, munifi- 

“ ^ liberality on a large scale), proper pride, good 
cence he adds four intermediate 

temper ar 1^ mere are no recognized names-the 
states for w boastfulness and mock modesty, 

mtermedia . buffoonery, between obsequi- 

between bo ’^^^^^^.^omeness, between bashfulness and 
Sessnel he also recognizes what is really a false 

IX 
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opposition, between envy and spite. He adds, too, that 
sometimes a virtue leans rather towards one extreme 
than towards the other — courage towards rashness, 
liberality towards generosity — and that no rules to 
guide us in choosing how to act virtuously can be laid 
down in advance: ‘the decision depends on perception 
of the individual circumstances’. 

In bk. 3 Aristotle turns to discuss the conditions of 
responsibility for actions. He first lays it down that 
virtue is displayed only in those passions and actions 
that are voluntary', and proceeds to consider the condi- 
tions under which action is involuntary. It is so if it 
is done either under compulsion or in ignorance. It 
may be debated, he says, whether things done from 
fear of greater evils or for some noble object are volun- 
tary'. He admits that such actions have an element of 
the involuntary, but maintains that they are in fact 
voluntary, since at the moment of action the doer wills 
to do them. His definition of compulsion is strietj 
actions are involuntary only when the cause is in 
external circumstances and the agent contributes 
nothing. With regard to ignorance, he distinguishes 
between actions done in ignorance and those done by 
reason of ignorance, and identifies the former with 
actions done in ignorance of the general principles of 
right action, and the latter with those done by reason 
of ignorance of tlie particular circumstances; and he 
pronounces that it is only ignorance of the latter kind 
that makes an action involuntary and frees the doer 
from liability : ‘the voluntary is that of which the mov- 
mg principle is in the agent himself, he being aware 
oi the particular circumstances’. Thus acts done by 

reasoa of anger or appetite are not righilv called in- 
voluntary. 

While 1 nowledge of the c\rcumstanc-“s and absence 
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of compulsion are the necessary preconditions of 
voluntary action, Aristotle now proceeds to something 
which he considers to dbcriminate characters better 
than actions do, namely choice, which he defines as 
the adoption of action decided on after deliberation. 
He points out that we deliberate not about ends but 
about means, and he indicates the nature of delibera- 
tion by comparing it with the process of discovering 
the solution of a geometrical problem. The problem 
being to construct a certain kind of figure, we ask what 
we must first have constructed in order to do this, and 
so on until we come to a figure which we can construct 
on the basis of knowledge we already have. So too 
before acting we consider what we want W bnng about, 
and ask what we must bring about to bring that about, 
and what we must bring about to bring tfmt about . . 
until we come to something we can bring about here 
and now: ‘what is last in the order of analysis is first m 
the order of becoming’. Choice is the adoption of an 

action arrived at by such a process . ■ , • 

From bk. 3 , ch. 5, to the end of bk 4 Ar^totle ^ 
H with a detailed account of the virtues and 

bS" -.d in - Hn - 

Vices tn _ cardinal virtues recognized by the 

Greek courage and temperance; m accordance w^ 

Srpr nciple L has already laid down, he desente 
the pnncip between extremes. Courage he 

T,« 

clmed to say 1 holding that 

feelings than fear, but equally 

there is a fttelmg’ ^ ^..jovTnent of danger for danger’s 
needing contro , ^ treatment of temper- 

sake. There is less to be sa 

ance as a mean ; at least, ms 
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bodily pleasures is probably less common than the 
enjoyment of danger. Of all the virtues, the one his 
description of which is least congenial to modern feel- 
ing is megalopsychia — impossible to translate but with 
‘pride’ as perhaps its nearest equivalent. His difficulty 
in dealing with it is partly accounted for by a fact which 
he notes elsewhere, that in the Greek notion ofmegalo- 
psychia two different things, resentment of injury and 
indifference to fortune, are combined. 

To justice Aristotle devotes the whole of bk. 5. He 
begins with a distinction between universal justice and 
particular justice. Universal justice is coextensive with 


virtue, but in speaking of virtuous acts as ‘just’ in this 
sense we are emphasizing a particular aspect of them, 
that they are acts in which the rights of others are given 
due consideration. He passes rapidly to ‘particular jus- 
tice , the justice which is only one virtue among others. 
This is the j ustice which is opposed to all acts the motive 
of which is the specific desire of gain in honour, wealth, 
or safety. Within particular justice Aristotle distin- 
guishes two species. One is that which is manifested in 
distribution of ‘honour or money or the other things 
that fall to be divided among tliose who have a share 
in the constitution’. It used to be said that we regard 
ourselves rather as taxpayers than as shareholders 
in the stale, but it may be that the welfare state has 
brought us nearer to the Greek way of thinking, which 
IS Aristotle's way of thinking. Public property, such as 
the land of a new colony, was often distributed between 
the citizens, and public assistance to the needy was also 
recognized, .-\ristotle has also in mind the distribution 
of prohts to partners in proportion to what they have 
put into their business. By distribution of honours he 

accordance with the 
hypothesis of the parUcuIar state that free status, 
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wealth, noble birth, or virtue is to be the standard. 
The arithmetical formula is simple : if a person A bears 
a certain ratio to person B in merit (according to the 
standard of merit in the state to which they belong), 
the task of the distributor is to divide the whole good 
available for distribution, into two parts C and D which 
arc in the same ratio, and assign C to A, and D to B, 

The other kind of ‘particular justice’ is rectificatory 
justice. This is the justice administered in civil cases; 
it is concerned not with the punishment of wrongdoing, 
but with restitution. The two persons concerned are 
treated as equally deserving. The good originally en- 
joyed by one party is represented by the line AA', that 
of the other by the line CC' { = AAQ . The second party 
has deprived the first of a good which, as being what 
that party has lost, is called AE, and as being what the 
other party has gained is called DC. Thus the new 
positions of the two parties are represented by AA'-AE 
and CC'+DC. The task of the judge is simply to trans- 
fer DC to the injured party. There is here no question 
of a proportion; there is just an arithmetical progres- 
sion; the new position of each party (BB, which = 

= CC^) is half-way between the gamful position DC 

and the lossful position EA'. (See P- 1 1 6 .) 

Aristotle now proceeds to yet another form of justice. 
The Pythagoreans had defined justice as reciprocity. 
This does not apply, Aristotle obseiwes, either to distri- 
butive or to remedial justice, but there is a third kmd 
of ‘particular justice’, viz. justice in exchange, or com- 
mercial justice, to which 1. do^ apply^ 
necessary if the State is to be held together, for it is held 
togethe7by exchange of scr^-ices, and people will not 
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Their products must be brought into an equation 
before exchange takes place. WTiat is to be the unit? 
It must be demand. But A, whose product B wants, 
may not want B’s product, or not want it when B wants 
A’s. To avoid the fluctuation in demand which this 
would cause, money, which is ‘a conventional repre- 
sentative of demand’, ‘a guarantee that if you do not 
want something in exchange now, you can get it when 
you want it’, has been introduced. Money is itself 
subject to fluctuation in value, but less so than most 
goods. Now if we know that a house is worth five minae 
and a bed one mina, we know that a house is worth five 
beds, so that if ‘cross-conjunction’ takes place accord- 
ingly, five beds exchanging for one house, justice will 
be done. This analysis, one of the earliest efforts in 
political economy, has been generally recognized as an 
important example of Aristotle’s analytic genius. 

Two other matters in bk. 5 are specially worthy of 
notice. One is Aristotle’s statement about the degrees 
of responsibility. W hen an injury done by one person 
to another takes place contrary to reasonable expecta- 
tion, it is a misadventure. When it is not contrary to 
reasonable expectation, but docs not imply vice, it is 
a mistake (what our law calls negligence). When it is 
done with knowledge but not after deliberation, it is an 
act of injustice but does not imply that the doer is a 
v\ icked man. \\ hen it is done by deliberate choice, the 
doer is a wicked man. The other matter is Aristotle’s 
distinction between justice and equity. He recognizes 
that It IS impossible for lawgivers to foresee all the 
circumstances that may arise and to proWde for them 
oy law, and he therefore holds that there should be a 
power of taking any uriusual circumstance into account 
and deciding accordingly. ‘This is the nature of the 
equitable, a correction of law where it is defective 
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owing to its generality’ — which he compares to ‘the 
leaden rule used in making the Lesbian moulding, 
a rule which adapts itself to the shape of the stone’. 
The distinction drawn in our legal system between 
justice and equity owes its precise form to a variety of 
historical facts, but is to a large extent derived from 
Aristotle’s conception, transmitted through the Roman 


lawyers. 

Bk. 6 is devoted to the study of the various excel- 
lences of intellect, and at first sight this might seem 
irrelevant to a work on ethics, i.e. on conduct. Aristotle 
offers two reasons why it is relevant. One is that he has 
defined the virtuous man as acting in accordance with 
the right rule, and that the framing of this rule is an 
intellectual operation. The other is that he has defined 
the end of life as consisting in ‘virtuous activity of soul, 
or if there be more than one virtue, in accordance 
with the best and most perfect’; he has therefore to 
ask which of these excellences is the best— whether it is 
a moral or an intellectual excellence, and what parti- 
cular excellence it is. There are he says five states 
of mind by which we reach truth, and whose names 
imply that they arc infallible. These are science, art, 
oracLl wisdom, intuitive reason, theoretical wis- 
dom; of these the first, fourth, and fifth con^ 
whh knowledge alone, the second and third with 
• 1 Rv science Aristotle means the act of 

practice a so. . from premisses known to 

S™ByTn he mea...s the kmd of knowledge which 

enables us *° ,s “ore ofterthinLg of 

ol --ful -h- or the making of beautiful 
the . ,^.|,^oin he means the power of deh- 

thmgs.By prac ^3 

berating how a s The lack of such wisdom 

to be brought mto cxib.cncc. 
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is an intellectual, not a moral, condition, but he points 
out that vice has the power of making such wisdom 
impossible for a man, by destroying the first principle, 
the major premiss of the practical syllogism, which tells 
us what the true ends of life are. 

Intuitive reason is the complement to the excellence 
called science which Aristotle has already named. That 
was the power of drawing correct conclusions; this is 
the power by which we know the premisses from which 
these conclusions are drawn. Finally, theoretical wis- 
dom is the union of these two things, science and intui- 
tive reason. Of it he says that it is as much superior to 
practical wisdom as its objects, such as the heavenly 
bodies, are superior to man, whose good is the object 
of practical wisdom. Theoretical wisdom must be 
understood as including all the divisions of ‘wisdom’ 
recognized in the Metaphysics — metaphysics, mathe- 
matics, and natural science. 

The later chapters of bk. 6 throw further light on 
Aristotle’s conception of practical wisdom. He says 
that it coincides with political knowledge, though it 
must be defined diflerently. This means that the same 
quality of mind which will enable a man to see his own 
duties aright would enable him to see how the life of 
the community can best be carried on. This might 
seem a ver>- questionable view. But if we realize that 
by practical wisdom he means not merely a knowledge 
of the generally accepted rules of morality, but also an 
intelligent understanding of the reasons for them, his 
view may not seem so paradoxical. 

Having distinguished these five faculties. Aristotle 
says later that tlicy converge to the same point. In par- 
ticular, his account begins to bring practical wisdom 
nearer to intuitive reason. Practical wisdom being con- 
cerned with particular actions, it h better, he says, to 
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know the conclusion of the practical syllogism without 
the major premiss, than the latter without the former. 
In other words, he recognizes a secondary kind of 
practical wisdom which knows the right thing to do 
without reaching it by a deliberative analysis. Indeed 
he even approximates this secondary kind of practical 
wisdom to the act of sensory perception, thereby em- 
phasizing its direct, non-ratiocinative character. The 
book ends with two important remarks. One is that, 
while the instinctive virtues can exist in isolation from 
one another, the moral virtues cannot, smce each moral 
virtue implies practical wisdom and practical wisdom 
implies all the moral virtues. The other is that, while 
practical wisdom determines which studies are to be 
pursued in a state, it is issuing comman^ not to 
dieoretical wisdom but in its interests; it is inferior, not 
superior, to theoretical reason. This is an anticipation 
of what L said more fully in bk. . o about the superionty 


'*^Bk fhas' uw qu^n: distinct though connected parts. 
Dne is a dLussion of two states intermediate between 

TT rhe connexLn is that the two states re- 

toed m a^e attitudes towards pleasure He starts by 
toed to of badness (incontinence, 

distin^ish g s degrees of goodness (contin- 

vice, besua u>0 and .lire 

ence, ^,.,,05, bestiality and superhuman 

to say of the ^ . 1 ^^ bestiality he says that it is 

virtue, or sa ^^^b^rians (he is thinkmg of such 

found chicll/ • occur in civilized man 

things as cann lMtoj.^ mutilation. He says nothing 
as a result of a ^ virtue and it is probably only 
more of super induces him to bring it in at 

:il"His°db^ssion of incontinence is very interesting. 
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because it shows him proceeding, not infallibly but 
very carefully, by stages towards his final account. The 
first stage is to point out the difference between actual 
knowledge of the right and potential knowledge of it, 
having it at the back of one's mind. This takes us some 
way towards his solution, but is defective through not 
distinguishing between the various items of knowledge 
involved in knowing one’s duty. The second stage 
consists in drawing this distinction. You may be know- 
ing the major premiss, e.g. that ‘Dry food is good for 
men’, but not knowing a necessary minor premiss, such 
as ‘This food is dry’. Y ou may even be knowing a minor 
premiss, such as ‘Food of a certain kind is dry’. But you 
may not know the final minor premiss, ‘This food is of 
that kind’, and you may in consequence act incontin- 
ently. The defect of this second solution is that in 
making incontinence depend on ignorance of a non- 
moral fact it would, according to the doctrine of bk. 3, 
make the action involuntary'. According to that doc- 
trine, if the incontinent act is voluntary (as it clearly 
is), the ignorance involved must either be ignorance 
of the major premiss, or be due to something for which 
the agent is to blame, so that, though he acts in ignor- 
ance, he acts not on account of ignorance but on 
account of a moral fault. Aristotle adopts the second 
aitcinative, for the third stage of his discussion is a 
refinement on the distinction between potentiality and 
actuality, a man asleep, mad. or drunk is removed by 
two stages from actual knowledge ; he must first awake, 
become sane, or become sober, and then he has still to 
pass from potential to actual knowledge. Now the con- 
dition of the incontinent man is in fact akin to this; 
passion changes the bodily state just as sleep, madness, 
or drunkenness does. The fourth stage of the discussion 
IS a refinement on the second, as the third is on the first. 
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You may have a major premiss which says ‘Nothing 
that is X should be tasted’, but the minor premiss 
you may not know, or may know only in the sense in 
which.a drunken man may be said to know ‘the verses 
of Empedocles’ ; and you may have also the major 
premiss ‘Everything that is sweet is pleasant’, and the 
minorpremiss ‘This is sweet’, and you may have a desire 
for what is pleasant. Then you will take the sweet 

food. 

This situation may in fact exist. But the explanation 
will account only for one of the types of incontinence 
which Aristotle later distinguishes— for impetuosity, 
but not for weakness. It says nothing of a moral 
struggle : the minor premiss of the moral syllogism and 
its conclusion T ought not to do this’ have never been 
present, or have been already suppressed by appetite. 
But elsewhere Aristotle shows himself fully aware of the 
possibility of moral struggle, and aware that incontin- 
ence is sometimes due not to absence of knowledge but 


to weakness of will. , rui 

The other main points dealt wuh m thispart of bk 7 
consist in naming the pleasures and pams with whjch 
incontinence is concerned and in distinguishmg be- 
tween incontinence (a weakness in face of ple^ure) 
and softness (a weakness in face of the pain due to un- 
fulfilled desire for pleasure) . , • 

This naturally leads Aristotle to a general discussion 
r . H.. his in mind three views : ( i ) the view of 

the pfaTonist bpeusippus that no pleasure is good (2) 
Je Lw expreLd m Plato’s PhUebus that most plea- 
K.rt and h) the view also expressed there, 

« g«l, . 1" ■I' 
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facts that pain is admittedly an evil, and that pleasure 
is opposed to pain just in that respect in which pain 
is an evil. Even if most pleasures were bad, he urges, 
well-being must be the unimpeded activity either of all 
our faculties or of some of them, and this is pleasure, so 
that, as far as this objection is concerned, pleasure 
might even be the summum bonum. The general view is, 
he maintains, right in treating pleasure as at least an 
element in well-being, for well-being, being perfect 
activity, must be unimpeded ; it is nonsense to say that 
good men are happy on the rack. Even the fact that all 
animals pursue pleasure is a sign of its being in some 
sense the summum bonum. Even bodily pleasures must 
be good in some sense, since the opposite pains are 
admittedly bad. But things which thus assuage a want 
are only indirectly pleasant; it is the activity which 
remains healthy that affords the cure and gives the 
pleasure. The things that are naturally pleasant are 
those that stimulate activity of a given nature. If our 
nature were simple and free from opposites, we could 
find enjoyment in a single unchanging pleasure, and 
such an experience is the experience of God, whose 
activity involves no change, but is ‘activity of im- 
mobility’. 

Aristotle uill return to the subject of pleasure in bk. 
10 ; and if bk. 7 is, as ancient tradition says, common 
to the Eudemian and the Nkomachean Ethics, and the 
Mcomachean Ethics is, as modern research shows, the 
later of the two, the view of pleasure in bk. 10 must be 
Aristotle’s more mature view. 

In bk. 8 we are suddenly, and with very little ex- 
plananon, introduced to the subject of friendship, 
which occupies this and the next book. These books 
stand in no vital relation to the rest of the work, and 
one IS left with the suspicion that they may have been 
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originally a separate treatise, which faulty editing has 
included in the Ethics. There is much that is interesting 
in these two books, but we may be pardoned for omit- 
ting them in this general sketch. 

In bk 10 Aristotle returns to the subject of pleasure. 
So far, he has been defending pleasure against excessive 
attacks. He now proceeds to define his view not only 
as against extreme opponents of pleasure, but also M 
against the view of Eudoxus, who regarded it as the 
oriy good. Pleasure is, Aristotle says, like seemg, com- 
plete at each moment of its existence; it does not be- 
Lme any better by lasting longer. Therefore it cannot 
be a transition, since all transition takes time, air^ at 
certain ends, and is complete only m the whole time 
Sch it occupies, or in the moment of attainment. 
S h part of a movement is incomplete and differs 
bnd from the others and from the whole; this is so, 
..imnarativelv homogeneous movement like 

even in a comparatneiy 6 ^ complete in 

waling. 4,ristotle confirms the point he 

each moment. So f r, 

has made in • 7-^^ ^ transition break down. If 

based on the ^^hile we are enjoying 

It were a transi ^[^ich it 

tt, ^fact complete in each moment of its 

duration. ^^^ses, he continues, is 

The activity o ^ thought; 

necessarily pleasai , activity. It is like the 

and the pleasure (hat supervenes on the 

bloom of youth, s ^ ^^^j^j((.able, makes the activity 
activity and, being i jifTerence whether we 

more desirable, it m jcasant, or pleasure qua 

say that we desire ac ^^^^^^ctivities differ in kind, 
accompanying acli' i > ■ • jjfPgc hi kind. We 

the pleasures that compl . 
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do things worse when alien pleasures interfere; they 
have much the same effect as pains arising out of 
the activity in hand. And as activities differ in good- 
ness, their proper pleasures differ accordingly. Which 
pleasures, then, are the true human pleasures? Those 
which complete the function or functions proper to 
man. 

And so Aristotle comes to his final question : What is 
eudaimonia, well-being, the end of man? We have 
learnt from bk. i that well-being must be not a state 
or a disposition but an activity, and one desirable for 
its own sake. The things that are desired for their own 
sake are good activities, and amusement. Amusement 
cannot be the end of life; for it is valued not for its own 
sake but as a relaxation which fits us for serious activity. 
Well-being, then, must consist in good activity. We 
know from bk. 6 that intellectual and moral excellence 
arc distinct, and that both theoretical and practical 
wisdom are good in themselves, since they are exercises 
of difl'ercnt faculties, and that they are not merely 
means to well-being, but actually constitute well- 
being. But we have also learnt that theoretical wisdom 
is superior to practical, and that the latter derives 
some, at least, of its value from its tendency to produce 
the former. Contemplation is, then, for Aristotle, the 
main ingredient in well-being. He has not, so far, made 
it clear whether moral action is also included in well- 
being. In bk. 10 we read that well-being must be 
activity in accordance with the excellence of the best 
part of us ; and this is reason. Theoretical activity is the 
best activity of which we are capable ; it is what we can 
do most continuously; it brings pleasures of wonder- 
Inl purity and stability; it is less dependent than 
moial activity, since moral activity needs other men 
as Its objects; it, unlike practical activities, is loved for 
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itself; it is the life we ascribe to the gods. But we cannot 
live that life and that alone; we have not only reason, 
but also bodies and irrational elements of soul. We 
ought, nevertheless, not to follow those who say that, 
being men, we should mind human things; we should, 
so far as we can, make ourselves immortal by living the 
life of that element in us which is most truly ourself 
He who lives thus is, Aristotle says, the happi^t man. 

But he is not the only happy man. The f 
virtue and practical wisdom, concerned *e fee - 
ings springing from our bodily nature, is the life of the 
Sosite being which man is, and gives us hurnan 
welhbeing’ . Aristotle assigns two roles to the moral life, 
ht a secondary form of well-being, one forced upon 
“ u that we are not all reason and cannot 

h'" living the contemplative life. And, secondly, 
always be 1 g ^pj^tg^^plative life into being; the 

‘‘ Ci°whdom of the statesman provides by legis- 
ft the pursuit of philosophy and science, and 

the moral action of the i 

keeping tire But i" the course 

of his treatment of e.h.« ^ brave 

moral activity ' as acting ‘for the sake of 

man, ftjr ‘.^""^ooatise of the inherent nobility of his 

,ilv asks what, exactly, Aristotle means 
One naturally ■ Metaphysics he m- 

by the eontempla mathematics, and appa- 

cludes under it m P .^oature, and in the De Parhbus 

rently also the stu > high. 1 1 

Animalium he puts ^ that the contemplation of 

has often been conj '^^omplation also come under 

beauty and reltg^ iau^e life; but the 

his conception oi the c 
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hardly supports that view with regard to the arts, and 
the tone of the tenth book of the Nicomachean Ethics is 
less religious than that of the Eudemian Ethics^ where 
he describes man’s chief end as being ‘to serve and 
contemplate God’. 

^ W. D. ROSS 

1953 


TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE 


The text of this translation is taken, with a very few 
slight alterations, from the Oxford edition of The 
Works of Aristotle Translated into English (Volume IX), 
by permission of the Jowett Trustees. The notes are 
based on those in that edition, with the omission or 
simplification of certain technicalities. The translation 
is based on Bywater’s text, and I have departed from 
it only occasionally, where there seemed to be a good 
deal to be gamed by doing so. 

There is considerable difficulty in translating terms 
which are just crystallizing from the fluidity of every- 
day speech into technical meanings; and in my treat- 
ment of such words as Adyo? or dpy?) I cannot hope to 
please everybody. Any attempt to render such a term 
al\\ays by a single English equivalent would produce 
the most uncouth result, and would be in principle 
wrong. 1 have tried, however, to limit my renderings 
of su( h terms to a reasonably small number of alter- 
natives, so that the thread of identical significance 
may not be entirely lost. 

D. ROSS 
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note on the revision 


The translation by Sir David Ross of the Ntcomachean 
Ethics in Volume IX of the Oxford Translation of 
Aristotle was revised by J. O. Urmson in 1973* and 
his revisions were incorporated into the igp impres- 
sion of that volume. Another revision of the greater 
nart of the Nicomachean Ethics, by J. L. Acknll, w^ 

published in his Aristotle^s Ethics (London 1973)- 

Though the two revisions were independently pre- 

p, J.. puhh— ^ 

ffi'tlass L Aristotle’s ethics which they gave in 
olhrdl Michaelmas Term .gyo- For this paper- 
back reissue of plLs 

‘"heraMr" Urmson made changes (in a great rnany of 
where Mr. ^ ^ad also made changes, 

these places P ^ 

though not J, been adopted), and also 

few J ,^^,3 there Professor Ackrill alone 

in several oi tlie l levisers have approved 

had made an alter 

all the changes ui altered by either, 

a few in passage, n P revisers was virtually 

The policy adopted changes, and only 
identical. Each mar probably wrong, or 

where Ross’-s traiisla ^ ^reckless reader; and 

likely seriously to ^iterations in order to 

each made a mimt)i r ' „.^„s)ation of some key 
increase the consist, t _ translation 

terms. Neither '-e''''" , as Mr. Urmson 

of the centra! ^ be aware that the 

pointed out, ‘the rear - lecture notes 

Greek text reads niou ,„3ia,ion often involves 

than like a literarv wr- 
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interpretation.’ In general, Ross’s considered inter- 
pretations were left unchanged, even where the 
revisers were inclined to take another view. 

Mr. Urmson offered a few comments on some of the 
key English terms systematically employed by Ross, 
and Professor Ackrill, remarking that ‘An English 
word used in a translation often corresponds only 
partly to the Greek word it renders’, printed a list 
showing Ross’s normal renderings of certain import- 
ant Greek terms, and alternatives that are used or 
that might be used. The comments and list that follow 
represent a conflation of these aids to the reader. 


Virtue. The Greek word traditionally translated as 
‘virtue’ {arete) has not the specifically moral connota- 
tion that ‘virtue’ has acquired in modern English. 
‘Excellence’, which is sometimes used by Ross, is less 
liable to mislead. Thus moral virtue will be excellence 
of character, and intellectual Wrtue excellence of 
intellect or intelligence. 

Vice. For similar reasons, ‘fault’, ‘defect’, or ‘flaw* 
might be more natural modern English for kakia than 
‘vice’. Thus a failure to appreciate bodily pleasures in 
moderation will be a fault of character rather than a 
moral vice, and inability to reason a fault of intellect 
rather than an intellectual \nce. 


Desire, wish, appetite. Ross consistently uses ‘desire’ 

to translate orexis, Aristotle’s generic term for any 

form of appetition, ‘wish’ to translate boulesis the 

term for rational appetition of the good, and ‘appetite’ 

to epithumia, the term for any non-rational 

appetition of the pleasant. 


unwillingly. In the 
Greek there .s but a single pair of opposed terms, 

hekomwn and akousion. ‘Intended’ or ‘intentional’ are 
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possible alternatives to Voluntary’, and ‘unintended’, 
‘contrary to intention’ or ‘unintentional’ to ‘involun- 

Continence, incontinence. The reader may find self- 
control’ and ‘lack of self-control’ (or ‘weakness’) 
preferable to these traditional translations of enkrateia 

zxi&akrasia. • i * v 

Habit, habituate. ‘Custom’ and ‘accustom might be 

better. Aristotle has not a mere automatic response m 

mind. , , . 

Courage. Ross regularly has courage as the noun 

and ‘brave’ as the corresponding adjective. Bravery , 

or even ‘valour’, might be better, since Aristotle has m 

mind fearles,sness (within reason), pre-eminently on 

the battlefield. , ,, -x n 

Pain. The Greek word so translated {lupe) coven all 

adverse emotional reactions, including dislike, bore- 
dom grief, and distress. For ‘pleasures and pains one 
Ld ofte; read ‘likes and dislikes’ Similarly pain- 
ful’ {kperon) in the translation often means 

M This traditional translation covers a 

rlir^word eudaimonia is used to refer to 

joyment or content 

Rattonal ^ s/.h renderings as these 

rea^omng 

are used by Ko translated 

renders ‘right it stands not for the 

‘reason’, but something gra,sped by reason, 

faculty of reason, ou 
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Normal rendering(s) 

Alternatives 
and comments 

Greek 

noble, fine, 

sometimes simply 

kalon 

beautiful 

‘good* 


state of mind, 

really just ‘state’ 

hexis 

state of character 

(relatively 

permanent 

disposition) 

4 

final, complete. 


teleion 

perfect 

the means to the 

literally ‘things 

ta pros to 

end 

related to the end’ 

telos 

action, conduct 

this may refer to what 

praxis 

perception, 
sensation 
passion, emotion. 

is done or to the 
doing of it 

aisthesis 

pathos 

feeling 


process, coming 

literally ‘becoming’ 

genesis 

into being 


knowledge. 

branch of knowledge 

episteme 

science 

(covers arts and 
crafts) 


it is thought that, 

often used to report 

dokei 

it seems 

what everyone 
thinks, without any 
suggestion that they 


choice, purpose, 
intention 

may be wrong 

prohairesis 

product, function. 


ergon 

work 
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SUBJECT OF OUR INC^UIRY 

All human activities aim at some good: some goods subordinate 
to others 

I Every art and every inquiry, and similarly every 
action and pursuit, is thought to aim at some good ; and 
for this reason the good has rightly been declared to be 
that at which all things aim. But a certain difference is 
found among ends; some are activities, others are pro- 
ducts apart from the activities that produce them. 
Where there are ends apart from the actions, it is the 
nature of the products to be better than the activities. 
Now, as there are many actions, arts, and sciences, their 
ends also are many ; the end of the medical art is health, 
that of shipbuilding a vessel, that of strategy victory 
that of economics wealth. But where such arts fall under 

1 as bridle-mak ng and the other arts 

concern military action under 

others-in all of these the ends of the master arts are to 
be preferred to all the subordinate ends; for it is for ^e 

I nf , he former that the latter are pursued. It makes 
sake of the fo , activities themselves are 

T f The actm, or something else apart from 

the ends of sciences just men- 

the activities, as m ine 

tioned. 

The science of Ihe good for man ,s potitus 

r U V, ,.pissnmeend of the thingswedo, which 

2. If, then, thtr (everything else being desired 

we desire for Its own sake (os e> b 

. Perhaps by EuCoxus.cf. lOah). 
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for the sake of this) , and if we do not choose everything 
for the sake of something else (for at that rate the process 
would go on to infinity, so that our desire would be 
empty and vain), clearly this must be the good and the 
chief good. Will not the knowledge of it, then, have a 
great influence on life? Shall we not, like archers who 
have a mark to aim at, be more likely to hit upon what 
is right? If so, we must try, in outline at least, to deter- 
mine what it is, and of which of the sciences or capaci- 
ties it is the object. It would seem to belong to the most 
authoritative art and that which is most truly the 
master art. And politics appears to be of this nature; 
for it is this that ordains which of the sciences should be 
studied in a state, | and which each class of citizens 
should learn and up to what point they should learn 
them; and we see even the most highly esteemed of 
capacities to fall under this, e.g. strategy, economics, 
rhetoric ; now, since politics uses the rest of the sciences, 
and since, again, it legislates as to what we are to 
do and w’hat we are to abstain from, the end of this 
science must include those of the others, so that this 
end must be the good for man. For even if the end is 
the same for a single man and for a state, that of the 
state seems at all events something greater and more 
complete whether to attain or to preserve; though it 
Is worth while to attain the end merely for one man, 
it is finer and more godlike to attain it for a nation or 
for city-states. These, then, are the ends at which our 
inquiry aims, since it is political science, in one sense 
of that term. 

NATURE OF THE SCIENCE 

11 V must not expect more precision than the subject-matter ad- 
mits of. 'The student should have reached years of discretion 

3. Our discussion will be adequate if it has as much 
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clearness as the subject-matter admits of, for precision 

is not to be sought for alike in all discussions, any more 

than in all the products of the crafts. Now fine and j^t 

actions, which political science investigates, exhibit 

much variety and fluctuation, so that they may be 

thought to exist only by convention, and not by nature. 

And goods exhibit a similar fluctuation because they 

bring harm to many people; for before now men have 

been undone by reason of their wealth, and others by 

reason of their courage. We must be content, then, in 

speaking of such subjects and with such premises 0 

indicate the truth roughly and m outline, and in 

speaking about things which are only for the most part 

trae and with premisses of the same kind, to reach 

exclusions that are no better. In the same spint, 

Xrefore, should each type of statement h. reenmd; 

X it is the mark of an educated man to look for 

precision in each class of things just so far as the nature 

Xthe subject admits; it is evidently equally foolish to 

fccept probable reasoning from a mathematician and 

T a La from a rhetorician demonstrative proofs, 
to demand \^nows, and 

Now each m J , . ^ who has been 

and the man who has rcc ^ 

i. . gW j* " I., h. i 

proper hearer oflec 3,por,s that occur in life, but its 

discussions start f 3 jy 

further, since he , , because the end aimed at 

, „ ‘Voi>.g ''■‘"j'" 

Unfit to hear n. U. .66 f.) 


3 



[1095^6] ETHICS I. 4 [-17] 

whether he is young in years or youthful in character; 
the defect does not depend on time, but on his living, 
and pursuing each successive object, as passion directs. 
For to such persons, as to the incontinent, knowledge 
brings no profit ; but to those who desire and act in ac- 
cordance with a rational principle^ knowledge about 
such matters will be of great benefit. 

These remarks about the student, the sort of treat- 
ment to be expected, and the purpose of the inquiry, 
may be taken as our preface. 


WHAT IS THE GOOD FOR MAN? 

H is generally agreed to be happiness^ but there are various 
views as to what happiness is. What is required at the start 
is an unreasoned conviction about the factSy such as is pro- 
duced by a good upbringing 

4. Let us resume our inquiry and stale, in view of the 
fact that all knowledge and every pursuit aims at some 
good, what it is that we say political science aims at and 
what is the highest of all goods achievable by action. 


* Of all tlie words of common occurrence in the Elhics, die hardest to 
(ranslatc is AcJyo?. Till recently the accepted translation was ‘reason’. 
But it is, I think, quite clear that normally Adyoj in Aristotle docs not 
stand for the facultv of reason, but for something grasped by reason, or 
perhaps sometimes for an operation of reason. Its connexion with reason 
IS so close as to make ‘irrational’ the most natural translation of dAoyoy. 
But for Adyos 1 have used, according to the shade of meaning upper- 
most in cacli context, such renderings as ‘rational principle’, ‘rational 
ground’, ‘rule’ {6pf)6s Adyo? I always render ‘right rule’), ‘argument’, 
‘reasoning’, ‘course of reasoning’. The connexion between reason and 
its object is for Aristotle so close that not infrequently Adyo? occurs where 
strict logic w.^tild require him to be naming the facultv of reason, and it 
IS possible that m sonic of the latest passages of his works in which Adyoj 
occurs It has come to mean ‘reason’- whith it certainly had come to 
mean, not much later in the history of philosophy. 

Ilie m.'amng of Aoyoj in Aristone was discussed bv Professor J. L. 

Stocks m ,huTr.al of Philolo^-. xxxiii O914). i82-q4. Classical Quarterly, 

VIII (If,i4 . P-12, and by Professor J. Cook Wilson in Classical Raiew, 
xx\i» (19131. J n-n- 
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Verbally there is very general agreement ; for both the 
general run of men and people of superior refinement 
say that it is happiness, and identify living well and 
faring well with being happy; but with regard to what 
happiness is they differ, and the many do not give the 
same account as the wise. For the former think it is 
some plain and obvious thing, like pleasure, wealth, or 
honour; they differ, however, from one anoth"-and 
often even the same man identifies it with different 
things, with health when he is ill, with wealth when he 
is poor; but, conscious of their ignorance, they admire 
those who proclaim some great thmg that is above 
their comprehension. Now some' thought that apart 
from these many goods there is another which is good 
in itself and causes the goodness of all these as we 1. 
To examine all the opinions that have been held 
were perhaps somewhat fruitless; enough to examine 
those ^that are most prevalent or that seem to be 

Tef not fail to notice, however, that there is a 
Let us no from and those to the 

difference between a g ^ 

first principles. -A.e we on the 

question as j^eiples?’ There is a differ- 

way from or to ^ ^^^^.course between the course 

ence, ^ ther 1 j^^^,^i„g.point and the way back. 

from the judge ■ evident, things 

For, while we must ^ 

are evident in two way begin with 

qualification. any one who is to listen 

intelligently to le ^ political science 

and, generally, ab • 

must have been rou ^ sufficiently plain 

fact is a starting-point, ana 

1 niP I'laionic ScbfXil; cf. cli. 
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to him, he will not need the reason as well; and the 
man who has been well brought up has or can easily 
get starting-points. And as for him who neither has 
nor can get them, let him hear the words of Hesiod : 

Far best is he who knows all things himself; 

Good, he that hearkens when men counsel right; 
But he who neither knows, nor lays to heart 
Another’s wisdom, is a useless wight. 

Discussion of the popular views that the good is pleasure^ 
honour y wealth; a fourth kind of life^ that of contemplation^ 
deferred for future discussion 

5, Let us, however, resume our discussion from the 
point at which we digressed.* To judge from the lives 
that men lead, most men, and men of the most vulgar 
type, seem {not without some ground) to identify the 
good, or happiness, with pleasure; which is the reason 
why they love the life of enjoyment. For there are, 
we may say. three prominent t>TDes of life — that just 
mentioned, the political, and thirdly the contemplative 
life. Now the mass of mankind are evidently quite 
slavish in their tastes, preferring a life suitable to beasts, 
but they get some ground for their view from the fact 
that many of those in high places share the tastes of 
Sardanapallus, A consideration of the prominent types 
of life shows that people of superior refinement and of 
active disposition identify happiness w'ith honour; for 
this is, roughly speaking, the end of the political life. 
But it seems too superficial to be what we are looking 
for, since it is thought to depend on those who bestow 
honour rather than on him who receives it, but the 
good w'c divine to be something of one’s own and not 
easily taken from one. Further, men seem to pursue 

' 'so. 
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honour in order that they may be assured of their 
merit ; at least it is by men of practical wisdom that 
they seek to be honoured, and among those who know 
them and on the ground of their virtue ; clearly, then, 
according to them, at any rate, virtue is better. And 
perhaps one might even suppose this to be, rather than 
Lnour, the end of the political life. But even this 
appears somewhat incomplete; for possession of 
virtue seems actually compatible with being asleep, or 
with lifelong inactivity, and, further, with the greates 
sufferings and misfortunes; | but a man who was 
Hving so no one would call happy, unless he were 
maintaining a thesis at all costs But enough of this; 
Z the subjLt has been sufficiently treated even m the 
popular dicussions. Third comes the contemplative 

life which we shall consider later.^ 

m life of money-making is one undertaken under 
!inn and wealth is evidently not the good we 

STSk ng' lor '■ « ”5' 

ofthem. Let US leave this subject, then. 

Discussion of philosophical meu> that there rs an Idea of 

J harm better consider the universal good 
6. We had P . . ^.^at is meant by it, although 
and discuss thor gh 

such an inquiry ■ ,,.„auced by friends of our own. 
the Forms have beei to be better, indeed to 

Yet it would maintaining the truth even 

.0001.0. 0. ol«ol,, o.pool. 11 , » w. -0 
78-8, .<76- bb -..79‘31. 
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philosophers or lovers of wisdom; for, while both are 
dear, piety requires us to honour truth above our 
friends. 

The men who introduced this doctrine did not posit 
Ideas of classes within which they recognized priority 
and posteriority (which is the reason why they did not 
maintain the existence of an Idea embracing all num- 
bers) ; but the term ‘good’ is used both in the category 
of substance and in that of quality and in that of rela- 
tion, and that which \sper se^ i.e. substance, is prior in 
nature to the relative (for the latter is like an offshoot 
and accident of being) ; so that there could not be a 
common Idea set over all these goods. Further, since 
‘good’ has as many senses as ‘being’ (for it is predicated 
both in the category of substance, as of God and of 
reason, and in quality, i.e. of the virtues, and in 
quantity, i.e. of that which is moderate, and in rela- 
tion, i.e. of the useful, and in time, i.e. of the right 
opportunity, and in place, i.e. of the right locality and 
the like), clearly it cannot be something universally 
present in all cases and single ; for then it could not have 
been predicated in all the categories, but in one only. 
Further, since of the things answering to one Idea there 
is one science, there would have been one science of all 
the goods ; but as it is there are many sciences even of the 
things that fall under one category, e.g. of opportunity, 
for opportunity in war is studied by strategics and in 
disease by medicine, and the moderate in food is studied 
by medicine and in exercise by the science of gym- 
nastics. And one might ask the question, what in the 
world lliey mean by ‘a thing itself’, if (as is the case) 
in ‘man liimself’ and in a particular man the account 
of man is one and the same, i For in so far as they are 
men, they will in no respect diifer; and if this is so, 
neither will ‘good itself' and particular goods, in so 
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far as they are good. But again it will not be good any 
the more for being eternal, since that which lasts long 
is no whiter than that which perishes in a day. 1 he 
Pythagoreans seem to give a more plausible account 
of the good, when they place the One in the column of 
goods ; and it is they that Speusippus seems to have 

^ 11 wed 

“ Bm'lei us discuss these matters elsewhere;- an objec- 
tion to what we have said, however, may be discerned 
in the fact that the Platonists have not been speaking 
about atl goods, and that the goods that are pursued 
and loved for themselves are called good by reference 
L a single Form, while those which tend to produce or 
opreserve thesesomehow or toprevent their contraries 
arrcalled so by reason of these, and in a different way. 

aeS then, goods must be spoken of in two ways. 
Clearly, themselves, the others by 

^"‘^onLf these Let us separate, then, things good in 
themselves ^ ™ bV reference to a single 

the former ar would one call good in them- 

Idea. What ° pursued even when isolated 

'/'''"'others sLch as intelligence, sight, and certain 
from ^ , Certainly, if we pursue these 

"/ZTheLk 0 onrething else, yet one would place 
also for the sake themselves. Or is nothing 

them atnong thing^ P bself? In that case 

other than the I ,bings we have 

the Form v.i\\ b . themselves, the account 

named ® ,p.ar as something identical 

of the good vmH ha 5 is identical in snow and 

in them all, as that o ^ vvisdom, and pleasure, 

in white LdnessLheaccountsaredistm^^ 

» cf. Met. 986‘22— 0 . 
t»i3-i092“i7' 
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and diverse. The good, therefore, is not something 
common answering to one Idea. 

But what then do we mean by the good? It is surely 
not like the things that only chance to have the same 
name. Are goods one, then, by being derived from one 
good or by all contributing to one good, or are they 
rather one by analogy ? Certainly, as sight is in the body, 
so is reason in the soul, and so on in other cases. But 
perhaps these subjects had better be dismissed for the 
present; for perfect precision about them would be 
more appropriate to another branch of philosophy. 
And similarly with regard to the Idea; even if there is 


some one good which is universally predicable of goods, 
or is capable of separate and independent existence, 
clearly it could not be achieved or attained by man; 
but we are now seeking something attainable. Perhaps, 
however, someone might think it worth while to have 
knowledge of it with a view to the goods that are 
attainable and achievable; [for, having this as a sort of 
pattern, we shall know better the goods that are good 
for us, and if we know them shall attain them. This 
argument has some plausibility, but seems to clash 


with the procedure of the sciences; for all of these, 
though they aim at some good and seek to supply the 
deficiency of it, leave on one side the knowledge oithe 
good. Yet that all the exponents of the arts should be 
Ignorant of, and should not even seek, so great an aid 
IS not probable. It is hard, too, to see how a weaver or 
a carpenter will be benefited in regard to his own 
craft by knowing this ‘good itself’, or how the man who 
has ^.,ewed the Idea itself will be a better doctor or 
piiei al tlierebv. For a doctor seems not even to study 
health m this way, but the health of man, or perhaps 

Ihat'he h T it is individuals 

that he IS healing. But enough of these topics. 
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The good must be something final and self-sufficient. Definition 
of happiness reached by considering the characteristic func- 
tion of man 

7. Let us again return to the good we are seeking, and 
ask what it can be. It seems different in different actions 
and arts; it is different in medicine, in strategy, and in the 
other arts likewise. What then is thegood of each? Surely 
that for whose sake everything else is done. In medi- 
cine this is health, in strategy victory, m architecture a 
house, in any other sphere something else and m every 
action and pursuit the end ; for it is for the sake of this 
that all men do whatever else they do. Therefore, ff 
there is an end for all that we do, this wdl be the good 
achievable by action, and ff there are more than one, 

these will be the goods achievable by action. 

So The argument has by a different course reached 
the ^me pZt ; but we must try to slate this even more 
Sr Shice there are evidently more than one end 
and w^e choose some of these (e.g. wealth, flutes, and 
L grneral instruments) for the sake of something 
L cllrly no. all ends are final ends- but the chief 

.ill b. »1..1 - toi ,h,. .h., wKch 

IS in for the sake of something else, and 

IS worthy of pur for thg sake of something 

that which is nev desirable both 

else more final tha and 

in themselves and for qualification that which 

therefore we call f ^^^^r for the sake of 

is always desirable ui use 

something else. ^ess, above all else, is held 
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to be; I for this we choose always for itself and never 
for the sake of something else, but honour, pleasure, 
reason, and every virtue we choose indeed for them- 
selves (for if nothing resulted from them we should still 
choose each of them), but we choose them also for the 
sake of happiness, judging that through them we shall 
be happy. Happiness, on the other hand, no one 
chooses for the sake of these, nor, in general, for any- 
thing other than itself. 

From the point of view of self-sufficiency the same 
result seems to follow; for the final good is thought to 
be self-sufficient. Now by self-sufficient we do not 
mean that which is sufficient for a man by himself, 
for one who lives a solitary life, but also for parents, 
children, wife, and in general for his friends and fellow 
citizens, since man is born for citizenship. But some 
limit must be set to this; for if we extend our require- 
ment to ancestors and descendants and friends’ friends 
we are in for an infinite series. Let us examine this 
question, however, on another occasion;’ the self- 
sufficient we now define as that which when isolated 
makes life desirable and lacking in nothing; and such 
we think happiness to be; and further we think it most 
desirable of all things, not a thing counted as one good 
thing among others — if it were so counted it would 
clearly be made more desirable bv the addition of even 
the least of goods; for that which' is added becomes an 
excess of goods, and of goods the greater is always more 
desirable. Happiness, then, is something final and self- 
sufficient, and is the end of action. 

Presumably, however, to say that happiness is the 
c le good seems a platitude, and a clearer account of 
what It IS IS still desired. This might perhaps be given, if 
ue could first ascertain the function of man. For just as 

' 10, 1 1. Lx. I o. 
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for a flute-player, a sculptor, or any artist, and, in 
general, for all things that have a function or activity, 
the good and the ‘well’ is thought to reside in the func- 
tion, so would it seem to be for man, if he has a func- 
tion Have the carpenter, then, and the tanner certain 
functions or activities, and has man none? Is he Wn 
without a function? Or as eye, hand, foot, and m 
general each of the parts evidently has a function, may 
one lay it down that man similarly has a function apart 
from all these? What then can this be? Life seems to 
belong even to plants, but we are seeking what is 
peculfar to man. Let us exclude, therefore, the life 
of nutrition and growth. | Next thjre would be a life of 
perception, but it also seems to be shared even by the 
Lrsefthe ox, and every animal. There remains, then, 
a^acdve life of the element that has a rational principle , 
of this one part has such a principle in the sense of being 

dement’ ^Lo Ls two meanings, we 

to be the „r,oul which follows or 

function of m . j and d we say ‘a so-and-so’ 
implies a rational prm 1 U ^ ^ 

and ‘a good i^yer and a good lyre-player, 

same m kind, e.g. ^ ^ases, eminence in 

and so without qua ^Med to the name of the 

r^‘1,rt“..S^at-playeristoplay 

function (for t u ^ lyre-player is to do so 

the lyre and iha function 

well) : if .^in’kind of life, and this to be an 

of man to be a cer implying a rational 

activity or actions 0 good man to be the 

jSSd niJerfo™^- of these, and if any action 
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is well performed when it is performed in accordance 
with the appropriate excellence: if this is the case], 
human good turns out to be activity of soul exhibiting 
excellence, and if there are more than one excellence, 
in accordance with the best and most complete. 

But we must add ‘in a complete life’. For one swallow 
does not make a summer, nor does one day; and so too 
one day, or a short time, does not make a man blessed 
and happy. 

Let this serve as an outline of the good; for we must 
presumably first sketch it roughly, and then later fill in 
the details. But it would seem that any one is capable of 
carrying on and articulating what has once been well 
outlined, and that time is a good discoverer or partner 
in such a work; to which facts the advances of the arts 
are due; for any one can add what is lacking. And we 
must also remember what has been said before,' and 
not look for precision in all things alike, but in each 
class of things such precision as accords with the sub- 
ject-matter, and so much as is appropriate to the in- 
quiry. For a carpenter and a geometer investigate the 
right angle in different ways; the former does so in so 
far as the right angle is useful for his work, while the 
latter inquires what it is or what sort of thing it is; for 
he is a spectator of the truth. We must act in the same 
way, then, in all other matters as well, that our main 
task may not be subordinated to minor questions. Nor 
must we demand the cause in all matters alike; I it is 
enough m some cases that the fact be well established, 
as m the case of the first principles; the fact is a pri- 
mary’ thing and first principle. Now of first principles 
we see some by induction, some by perception, some 
by a certain habituation, and others too in other ways. 
But each set of principles we must try to investigate in 
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the natural way, and we must take pains to determine 
them correctly, since they have a great influence on 
what follows. For the beginning is thought to be more 
than half of the whole, and many of the questions we 
ask are cleared up by it. 


Our definition is confirmed by current beliefs about happiness 

8 . But we must consider happiness in the light not only 
of our conclusion and our premisses, but also of what is 
commonly said about it; for with a true view all the 
data harmonize, but with a false one the facts soon 
clash. Now goods have been divided into three classes,* 
and some are described as external, others as relating 
to soul or to body ; we call those that relate to soul most 
properly and truly goods, and psychical actions and 
activities we class as relating to soul. Therefore our 
account must be sound, at least according to this view, 
which is an old one and agreed on by philosophers. It 
is correct also in that we identify the end with certain 
actions and activities; for thus it falls among go^s 
of the soul and not among external goods. Another 
belief which harmonizes with our account is that the 
happy man lives well and fares well; for we have 
practically defined happiness as a sort of Imng and 
faring well. The characteristics that are looked for in 
happiness seem also, all of them, to belong to what we 
have defined happiness as being For some identify 
happiness with virtue, some with practica wisdom 
others with a kind of philosophic wisdom, others with 
Le, or one of these, accompanied by pleasure or no. 
without pleasure; while others include also external 
pcospenty. Now some of t^ese wews have been Md by 

per»nsTa"nd"it Tnot probable that either of these 
. PI. E,thyi. .79 AB. 48 1. B. 
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should be entirely mistaken, but rather that they should 
be right in at least some one respect, or even in most 
respects. 

With those who identify happiness with virtue or 
some one virtue our account is in harmony ; for to virtue 
belongs virtuous activity. But it makes, perhaps, no 
small difference whether we place the chief good in 
possession or in use, in state of mind or in activity. For 
the state of mind may exist without producing any good 
result, I as in a man who is asleep or in some other way 
quite inactive, but the activity cannot ; for one who has 
the activity will of necessity be acting, and acting well. 
And as in the Olympic Games it is not the most beauti- 
ful and the strongest that are crowned but those who 
compete (for it is some of these that are victorious), so 
those who act win, and rightly win, the noble and good 
things in life. 

Their life is also in itself pleasant. For pleasure is a 
state souly and to each man that which he is said to 
be a lover of is pleasant ; e.g. not only is a horse pleasant 
to the lover of horses, and a spectacle to the lover of 
sights, but also in the same way just acts are pleasant to 
the lover of justice and in general virtuous acts to the 
lover of virtue. Now for most men their pleasures are 
in conflict with one another because these are not by 
nature pleasant, but the lovers of what is noble find 
pleasant the things that are by nature pleasant; and 
virtuous actions are such, so that these are pleasant for 
such men as well as in their own nature. Their life 
therefore, has no further need of pleasure as a sort of 
adventitious charm, but has its pleasure in itself. For, 
besides what we have said, the man who does not re- 
joice in noble actions is not even good; since no one 
would call a man just who did not enjoy acting justly, 
nor any man liberal who did not enjoy liberal actions; 
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and similarly in all other cases. If this is so, virtuous 
actions must be in themselves pleasant. But they are 
also good and nobhy and have each of these attributes in 
the highest degree, since the good man judges well 
about these attributes; his judgement is such as we 
have described.^ Happiness then is the best, noblest, 
and most pleasant thing in the world, and these attri- 
butes are not severed as in the inscription at Delos- 

Most noble is that which is justest, and best is health, 
But most pleasant it is to win what we love. 

For all these properties belong to the best activities; 
and these, or one — the best — of these, we identify with 

happiness. 

Yet evidently, as we said," it needs the external goods 
as well ; for it is impossible, or not easy, to do noble acts 
without the proper equipment. In many actions | we 
use friends and riches and political power as instru- 
ments; and there are some things the lack of which 
takes the lustre from happiness— good birth, goodly 
children, beauty; for the man who is ver^ ugly in 
appearance or ill-born or solitary and childless is not 
very likely to be happy, and perhaps a man would be 
still less likely if he had thoroughly bad children or 
friends or had lost good children or friends by death 
As we said," then, happiness seems to need this sort of 
prosperity in addition; for which reason some identify 
happiness with good fortune, though others identify it 

with virtue. 


Is happiness acqmred by learning or habituation, or sent by 
God or by chance? 

o. For this reason also the question is 

Less is to be acquired by learn.ngor by hab.tuauon or 

. I.C., he judge* .ha. v.r.uous 
highest degree. 
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some other sort of training, or comes in virtue of some 
divine providence or again by chance. Now if there is 
any gift of the gods to men, it is reasonable that happi- 
ness should be god-given, and most surely god-given of 
all human things inasmuch as it is the best. But this 
question would perhaps be more appropriate to an- 
other inquiry; happiness seems, however, even if it is 
not god-sent but comes as a result of virtue and some 
process of learning or training, to be among the most 
godlike things; for that which is the prize and end of 
virtue seems to be the best thing in the world, and 
something godlike and blessed. 

It will also on this view be very generally shared ; for 
all who are not maimed as regards their potentiality for 
virtue may win it by a certain kind of study and care. 
But if it is better to be happy thus than by chance, it is 
reasonable that the facts should be so, since everything 
that depends on the action of nature is by nature as 
good as it can be, and similarly everything that depends 
on art or any rational cause, and especially if it depends 
on the best of all causes. To entrust to chance what is 

greatest and most noble would be a very defective 
arrangement. 

The answer to the question wc are asking is plain 
also from the definition of happiness; for it has been 
said^ to be a virtuous activity of soul, of a certain kind. 
Of the remaining goods, some must necessarily pre- 
exist as conditions of happiness, and others are natur- 
ally co-operative and useful as instruments. And this 
will be found to agree with what we said at the outset 
for we stated the end of political science to be the be^t 

1 .1 * ^ of its pains on 

making the citizens to be of a certain character, 

good and capable of noble acts. 
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It is natural, then, that we call neither ox nor horse 
nor any other of the animals happy ; for none of them is 
capable of sharing in such activity. ] For this reason also 
a boy is not happy ; for he is not yet capable of such acts, 
owing to his age ; and boys who are called happy are 
being congratulated by reason of the hopes we have for 
them. For there is required, as we said,^ not only com- 
plete virtuebut also a complete life, since many changes 
occur in life, and all manner of chances, and the most 
prosperous may fall into great misfortunes in old age, 
as is told of Priam in the Trojan Cycle ; and one who has 
experienced such chances and has ended wretchedly 

no one calls happy. 

Should no man be called happy while he Hies? 

10. Must no one at all, then, be called happy while he 
lives; must we, as Solon says, see Ae end? Even if we 
are to lay down this doctrine, is it also the case that 
a man u happy when he is dead? Or is not this quite 
absurd, especially for us who say that happiness is an 
activity? But if we do not call the dead man happy, 
and if Solon does not mean this, but that one can then 
safely call a man blessed, as being at last beyond evils 
and misfortunes, this also affords matter for discussion ; 
for both evil and good are thoug U to exist for a dead 
man, as much as for one who is alive but not aware of 
them ; e.g. honours and dishonours and the good or bad 
fortunes of children, and in general of descendants. 
L this also presents a problem ; for though a man h^ 
lived blessedly until old age and has had a death 

rsSdants-oi’of them may be good and attain 
fh life tLy deserve, while with others the opposite 
mly t the' case; and clearly too the degrees of re- 
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lationship between them and their ancestors may vary 
indefinitely. It would be odd, then, if the dead man 
were to share in these changes and become at one time 
happy, at another wretched; while it would also be 
odd if the fortunes of the descendants did not for some 
time have some effect on the happiness of their ances- 
tors. 

But we must return to our first difficulty for per- 
haps by a consideration of it our present problem might 
be solved. Now if we must see the end and only then 
call a man blessed, not as being blessed but as having 
been so before, surely this is a paradox, that when he is 
happy the attribute that belongs to him is not to be 
truly predicated of him because we do not wish to call 
living men happy, | on account of the changes that may 
befall them, and because we have assumed happiness 
to be something permanent and by no means easily 
changed, while a single man may suffer many turns of 
fortune’s wheel. For clearly if we were to follow his 


fortunes, we should often call the same man happy 
and again wretched, making the happy man out to be 
‘a chameleon, and insecurely based’. Or is this follow- 
ing his fortunes quite wrong? Success or failure in life 
does not depend on these, but human life, as we said,^ 
needs these as well, while virtuous activities or their 
opposites are what determine happiness or the reverse. 

The question we have now discussed confirms our 
definition. For no function of man has so much perma- 
nence as virtuous activities (these are thought to be 
more durable even than knowledge of the sciences), 
and of these themselves the most valuable are more 
durable because those who are blessed spend their life 
most readily and most continuously in these; for this 
seems to be the reason why we do not forget them The 
attribute in question, 3 then, wll belong to the happy 

*Cf.l. 10. *i099»3i-b7. »Durability. 
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man, and he will be happy throughout his life; for 
always, or by preference to everything else, he will do 
and contemplate what is excellent, and he will bear 
the chances of life most nobly and altogether de- 
corously, if he is ‘truly good’ and ‘foursquare beyond 

reproach’. 

Now many events happen by chance, and events 
differing in importance; small pieces of good fortune 
or of its opposite clearly do not weigh down the scales 
of life one way or the other, but a multitude of great 
events if they turn out well will make life more blessed 
(for not only are they themselves such as to add beauty 
to life but the way a man deals with them may be 
noble and good), while if they turn out ill they crush 
and maim blessedness; for they both bring pain wth 
them and hinder many activities. Yet even in these 
nobility shines through, when a man beare with 
resignation many great misfortunes not through 
insensibility to pain but through nobility and great- 


"Tacdvhies are, as we said,- what determines the 
character of life, no blessed man can becorne miser- 
able; for he will never do the acts that are hateful and 
mean. For the man who is truly pod and wise,] we 
S, bears all the chances of life becomingly and 
alwavs makes the best of circumstances, as a good 
general makes the best military use of the arrny at his 
^ ^ and a eood shoemaker makes the best 

s”ut of thJ hides that are given him; and so with 
rre^h^W^" He meet with fortunes like 


those of Priam. ny.coloured and changeable; 
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or by any ordinary misadventures, but only by many 
great ones, nor, if he has had many great misadven- 
tures, will he recover his happiness in a short time, but 
if at all, only in a long and complete one in which he 
has attained many splendid successes. 

Why then should we not say that he is happy who 
is active in accordance with complete virtue and is 
sufficiently equipped with external goods, not for some 
chance period but throughout a complete life? Or 
must we add ‘and who is destined to live thus and die 
as befits his life’ ? Certainly the future is obscure to us, 
while happiness, we claim, is an end and something in 
every way final. If so, we shall call blessed those among 
living men in whom these conditions are, and are to be, 
fulfilled — but blessed men. So much for these questions. 


Do the fortunes of the living affect the dead? 

II That the fortunes of descendants and of all a man’s 
friends should not affect his happiness at all seems a very 
unfriendly doctrine, and one opposed to the opinions 
men hold ; but since the events that happen are numer- 
ous and admit of all sorts of difference, and some come 
more near to us and others less so, it seems a long — nay, 
an infinite — task to discuss each in detail; a general 
outline will perhaps suffice. If, then, as some of a man’s 
own misadventures have a certain weight and in- 
fluence on life while others are, as it were, lighter, so 
too there arc differences among the misadventures of 
our friends taken as a whole, and it makes a difference 
whether the various sufferings befall the living or the 
dead (much more even than whetiier lawless and ter- 
rible deeds are presupposed in a tragedy or done on the 
stage), this difference also must be taken into account; 
or rather, perhaps, the fact that doubt is felt whether 

* Aristotle now returns to the question stated in iioo“i8-30. 
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the dead share in any good or evil. | For it seems, from 
these considerations, that even if anything whether 
good or evil penetrates to them, it must be something 
weak and negligible, either in itself or for them, or if 
not, at least it must be such in degree and kind as not 
to make happy those who are not happy nOT to take 
away their blessedness from those who are. The good 
or bad fortunes of friends, then, seem to have some 
effects on the dead, but effects of such a kind and degree 
as neither to make the happy unhappy nor to produce 
any other change of the kind. 


Virtue is praiseworthy, but happmss is above praise 

These questions having been definitely answered 
let us consider whether happiness is among the things 
that are praised or rather among the things that are 
Xd ■ for clearly it is not to be placed among paten- 
S Everything that is praised seems to be prated 

because it is of a certain kind and is related somehow 

because , ^ praise the just or brave man, 

to something else; for >Ae praise me j 

and in general both the good man and virtue laell, 
bH of the actions and functions involved, and we 

praise thestro g ^ g ^ 

cause he is ^ important. This is clear 

also from the P-‘*,X"eas^ X our standard, but 

thauhegods shou involves a reference, 

wedosomeasure , jf praise is for things 

as we said, to some g . j t applies to the 

■"<1 

best things P . for what we do to the gods 

better, as is f is ,o call them blessed and 

‘4™ Si 1 «»" 

1 . ..her than whaus pruUcd. 
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happiness as he does justice, but rather calls it blessed, 
as being something more divine and better. 

Eudoxus also seems to have been right in his method 
of advocating the supremacy of pleasure ; he thought 
that the fact that, though a good, it is not praised indi- 
cated it to be better than the things that are praised, 
and that this is what God and the good are; for by 
reference to these all other things are judged. Praise 
is appropriate to virtue, for as a result of virtue men 
tend to do noble deeds ; but encomia are bestowed on acts, 
whether of the body or of the soul. But perhaps nicety 
in these matters is more proper to those who have made 
a study of encomia ; to us it is clear from what has been 
said 1 that happiness is among the things that are prized 
and perfect. It seems to be so also from the fact that it 
is a first principle ; for it is for the sake of this that we all 
do everything else, and the first principle and cause of 
goods is, we claim, something prized and divine. 

KINDS OF VIRTUE 

Division of the faculties^ and resultant division of virtue into 
intellectual and moral 

13. Since happiness is an activity of soul in accordance 
with perfect virtue, we must consider the nature of 
virtue ; for perhaps we shall thus see better the nature 
of happiness. The true student of politics, too, is thought 
to have studied virtue above all things; for he wishes 
to make his fellow citizens good and obedient to the 
laws. As an example of this we have the lawgivers of 
the Cretans and the Spartans, and any others of the 
kind that there may have been. And if this inquiry be- 
longs to political science, clearly the pursuit of it will 
be m accordance with our original plan. But clearly 
the virtue we must study is human virtue; for the good 
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we were seeking was human good and the happiness 
human happiness. By human virtue we mean not that 
of the body but that of the soul ; and happiness also we 
call an activity of soul. But if this is so, clearly the 
student of politics must know somehow the facts about 
the soul, as the man who is to heal the eyes must know 
about the whole body also; and all the more since 
political science is more prized and better than medi- 
cal; but even among doctors the best educated spend 
much labour on acquiring knowledge of the body. 
The student of politics, then, must study the soul, 
and must study it with these objetcs m vtew, and 
do so just to the extent which is sufficient for the 
questions we are discussing ; for further precision would 
perhaps involve more labour than our purposes 

'lome things are said about it, adequately enough 
even in the discussions outside our school, and we mus 
ule these' e g that one element in the soul is irrational 
L ine has a rational principle. Whether these are 

ihe Darts of the body or of anything divi- 
LLare or are distinct by definition but by nature 
inseparable, convex^" 

" oTtL — 

widely distributed, and vegetative in ^ 

kind of powe 

nurslings and W^^bry than to assign 

grown creatures; this excellence of 

some different power to them^^ 

this seems to e faculty seems to function 

fically human; for ‘ P ^ badness are least 

e. ... .. 
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happy are no better off than the wretched for half their 
lives; and this happens naturaUy enough, since sleep 
is an inactivity of the soul in that respect in which it is 
called good or bad), unless perhaps to a small extent 
some of the movements actually penetrate to the soul, 
and in this respect the dreams of good men are better 
than those of ordinary people. Enough of this subject, 
however; let us leave the nutritive faculty alone, since 
it has by its nature no share in human excellence. 

There seems to be also another irrational element in 
the soul — one which in a sense, however, shares in a 
rational principle. For we praise the rational principle 
of the continent man and of the incontinent, and the 
part of their soul that has such a principle, since it 
urges them aright and towards the best objects; but 
there is found in them also another natural element 
beside the rational principle, which fights against and 
resists that principle. For exactly as paralysed limbs, 
when we intend to move them to the right, turn on the 
contrary to the left, so is it with the soul; the impulses 
of incontinent people move in contrary directions. 


But while in the body we see that which moves astray, 
in the soul we do not. No doubt, however, we must 
none the less suppose that in the soul too there is some- 
thing beside the rational principle, resisting and op- 
posing it. In what sense it is distinct from the other 
elements does not concern us. Now even this seems to 
have a share in a rational principle, as we said;* at 
any rale in the continent man it obeys the rational 
principle — and presumably in the temperate and 
brave man it is still more obedient; for in him it 
speaks, on all matters, with the same voice as the 
rational principle. 

Therefore the irrational element also appears to be 





[1102^30] ETHICS I. 13 [-1103210] 

twofold. For the vegetative element in no way shares 
in a rational principle, but the appetitive and in general 
the desiring element in a sense shares in it, in so far as 
it listens to and obeys it; this is the sense in which we 
speak of ‘taking account’ of one’s father or one’s friends, 
not that in which we speak of ‘accounting’ for a mathe- 
matical property.’ That the irrational element is in 
some sense persuaded by a rational principle is indi- 
cated also by the giving of advice and by all reproof 
and exhortation, j And if this element also must be said 
to have a rational principle, that which has a rational 
principle (as well as that which has not) will be two- 
fold, one subdivision having it in the strict sense and 
in itself, and the other having a tendency to obey as one 


does one’s father. , . , • . 

Virtue too is distinguished into kinds in accordance 

with this difference; for we say that some of the virtues 
are intellectual and others moral, philosophic wisdom 
and understanding and practical wisdom being in- 
tellectual, liberality and temperance moral. For in 
speaking about a man’s character we do no say that he 
is wise or has understanding, but that he is good- 
tempered or temperate; yet we praise the wise man 
also with respect to bis state of mind ; and 0 states of 
mind we call those u hidi men. prai.se virtues. 


Fni^liOi to r. t'rofi.icf the play on the meanings 
‘ It IS impossible m rational principle’ and here 

of X&yov translated a ^ Aristotle’s point is that the iXoyov 

‘take account of’ and accoiin ’■ A<5yoj only in the sense that it 

{the faculty of desire) can e sa" reason, not in the sense that it can 

can obey a Aijvos presente ‘take account of’ a father’s 

originate a just as r ^ matheniatical properly, 

advice who could not acco 
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MORAL VIRTUE, HOW PRODUCED, IN WHAT 
MEDIUM AND IN WHAT MANNER 

EXHIBITED 

Moral virtue, like the arts, is acquired by repetition of the 
corresponding acts 

I. Virtue, then, being of two kinds, intellectual and 
moral, intellectual virtue in the main owes both its 
birth and its growth to teaching (for which reason it 
requires experience and time), while moral virtue 
comes about as a result of habit, whence also its name 
{^SiK-q) is one that is formed by a slight variation from 
the word (habit). From this it is also plain that 
none of the moral virtues arises in us by nature; for 
nothing that exists by nature can form a habit contrary 
to its nature. For instance the stone which by nature 
moves downwards cannot be habituated to move up- 
wards, not even if one tries to train it by throwing it up 
ten thousand times ; nor can fire be habituated to move 
downwards, nor can anything else that by nature be- 
haves in one way be trained to behave in another. 
Neither by nature, then, nor contrary to nature do the 
virtues arise in us; rather we are adapted by nature 
to receive them, and are made perfect by habit. 

Again, of all the things that come to us by nature 
we first acquire the potentiality and later exhibit the 
activity (this is plain in the case of the senses; for it was 
not by often seeing or often hearing that we got these 
senses, but on the contrary we had them before we used 
them, and did not come to have them by using them) ■ 
but the virtues we get by first exercising them, as also 
happens in the case of the arts as well. For the things we 
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have to learn before we can do them, we learn by doing 
them, e.g. men become builders by building and lyre- 
players by playing the lyre; so too we become just by 
doing just acts, | temperate by doing temperate acts, 

brave by doing brave acts. 

This is confirmed by what happens in states; for 
legislators make the citizens good by forming habits in 

them, and this is the wish of every legislator, and those 
who do not effect it miss their mark, and it is in this that 
a good constitution differs from a bad one. 

Again, it is from the same causes and by the same 
means that every virtue is both produced and des- 
troyed, and similarly every art ; for it is from playing the 
lyre that both good and bad lyre-players are produced. 
And the corresponding statement is true of builders and 
of all the rest ; men will be good or bad builders as a 
result of building well or badly. For if this w^re not so, 
there would have been no need ofa teacher, but all men 
would have been born good or bad at their craft. This, 

then, is the case with the virtues also ; by doing the acts 
that we do in our transactions with other men we be- 
come just or unjust, and by doing the acts that we do 
in the presence of danger, and by being habituated to 
feel fear or confidence, we become brave or cowardly. 
The same is true of appetites and feelings of anger ; soine 
men become temperate and good-tempered, others se 
Wulgent and irascible, by behaving in one way or the 

^ther^in the appropriate — 

1 * /-Vi^jrarier arise out oi iiKe activities. 

T^is b why L activities we exhibit must be ofa certain 

S i, Lc„ 

ence then u ^ ..e^y great 

another from our .-m.rpnre 

difference, or rather «// the difference. 
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These acts cannot be prescribed exactly ^ but must avoid excess 

and defect 

2. Since, then, the present inquiry does not aim at 
theoretical knowledge like the others (for we are inquir- 
ing not in order to know what virtue is, but in order to 
become good, since otherwise our inquiry would have 
been of no use), we must examine the nature of actions, 
namely how we ought to do them; for these determine 
also the nature of the states of character that are pro- 
duced, as we have said.* Now, that we must act accord- 
ing to the right rule is a common principle and must be 
assumed — it will be discussed later, ^ i.e, both what the 
right rule is, and how it is related to the other virtues. 
But this must be agreed upon beforehand, | that the 
whole account of matters of conduct must be given in 
outline and not precisely, as we said at the very begin- 
ning^ that the accounts we demand must be in accord- 
ance with the subject-matter; matters concerned with 
conduct and questions of what is good for us have no 
fixity, any more than matters of health. The general 
account being of this nature, the account of particular 
cases is yet more lacking in exactness; for they do not 
fall under any art or precept, but the agents themselves 
must in each case consider what is appropriate to the 

occasion, as happens also in the art of medicine or of 
navigation. 

But though our present account is of this nature we 
must give what help we can. First, then, let us consider 
this, that it is the nature of such things to be destroyed 
by defect and excess, as we see in the case of strength 
and of health (for to gain light on things imperceptible 
we must use the evidence of sensible things) ; exer- 
cise either excessive or defective destroys the strength, 

' ' VI. 13. * 1094^1 1_27. 
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and similarly drink or food which is above or below a 
certain amount destroys the health, while that which is 
proportionate both produces and increases and pre- 
serves it. So too is it, then, in the case of temperance 
and courage and the other virtues. For the man who 
flies from and fears everything and does not stand ms 
ground against anything becomes a coward, and the 
Ln who fears nothing at all but goes to meet every 
danger becomes rasb; and similarly the man who in- 
dulges in every pleasure and abstains from none be- 
comes self-indulgent, while the man who ^hunsje^ 
pleasure, as boors do, becomes in a way insensible, 
temperance and courage, then, are destroyed by excess 

and defect, and preserved by the mean, 
lut not ;nly am the sources and causes of me.r co- 
nation and growth the same as those of their destmc 
r v,,,! ,ko the sphere of their actualization will be 

he kmt; for this ^ also true of the things which are 
more evident to sense, e.g. of strength; it is prodW 

by taking much an^undorbe most able to do 
and It IS the strong ^ abstaining 

these things. S°Obecome temperate, and it is when 
from pleasures abstain 

we have become ,he case of courage; 1 for 

sirs- .f - » 

able to stand our ground again. 

/f a sm that the virtuous 
Pleasure in doing vn uous ^jariety of considerations 
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pleasure or pain that supervenes upon acts; for the 
man who abstains from bodily pleasures and delights 
in this very fact is temperate, while the man who is 
annoyed at it is self-indulgent, and he who stands his 
ground against things that are terrible and delights in 
this or at least is not pained is brave, while the man 
who is pained is a coward. For moral excellence is 
concerned with pleasures and pains; it is on account of 
the pleasure that we do bad things, and on account of 
the pain that we abstain from noble ones. Hence we 
ought to have been brought up in a particular way 
from our very youth, as Plato says,' so as both to 
delight in and to be pained by the things that we 
ought; this is the right education. 

Again, if the virtues are concerned with actions and 
passions, and every passion and every action is accom- 
panied by pleasure and pain, for this reason also virtue 
will be concerned with pleasures and pains. This is in- 
dicated also by the fact that punishment is inflicted by 
these means; for it is a kind of cure, and it is the nature 
of cures to be effected bv contraries. 

Again, as we said but lately, ^ every state of soul has 
a nature relative to and concerned with the kind of 
things by which it tends to be made worse or better; 
but it is by reason of pleasures and pains that men be- 
come bad, by pursuing and avoiding these— either the 
pleasures and pains they ought not or when they ought 
not or as they ought not, or by going wrong in one of 
the other similar ways that may be distinguished. 
Hence mcn^ even define llic virtues as eertain states of 
impassivity and rest; not well, however, because they 
speak absolutely, and do not say ‘as one ought’ and *as 
one ought not’ and ‘when one ought or ought not’, and 

‘ Lmt ' f , 653 A tl., 401 P.-402 A. • *27-^3. 

^ Probably Speusippus is referred to. 


32 



[1104^26] ETHICS II. 3 [-I! 05 ai 6 ] 

the other things that may be added. We assume, then, 
that this kind of excellence tends to do what is best with 
regard to pleasures and pains, and vice does the con- 


trary. 

The following facts also may show us that virtue and 
vice are concerned with these same things. There being 
three objects of choice and three of avoidance, the 
noble, the advantageous, the pleasant, and their con- 
traries, the base, the injurious, the painful, about all 
of these the good man tends to go right and the bad 
man to go wrong, and especially about pleasure; for 
this is common to the animals, and also it accompanies 
all objects of choice; for even the noble and the advan- 
tageous appear pleasant.] 

Again, it has groun up with us all from our infancy , 

this is why it is difficult to rub off this passion, engrained 
as it is in our life. And we measure even our actions, 
some of us more and others less, by the rule of pleasure 
and pain. For this reason, then, our whole inquiry must 
be about these; for to feel delight and^pain rightly or 


wrongly has no small effect on our actions. 

Again it IS harder to fight with pleasure than with 
anger, to use Heraclitus’ phrase, but boA art and 
virme are always concerned with what is harder; for 
even the good is better when it is harder. Therefore for 
this reason also the whole concern both of virtue and of 
political science is viith pleasures and pains; for the 
man who uses these well will be good, he who uses them 


^tha? vttue, then, is concerned with pleasures and 
pains, and that by the acts^J-o^^^ 
both increase an 

destroyed, and jf__let this be taken as 

those in which it actualizes iiseii 


said. 
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The actions that produce moral virtue are not good in the same 

sense as those that flow from it: the latter must fulfil certain 

conditions not necessary in the case of the arts 
4. The question might be asked, what we mean by say- 
ing^ that we must become just by doing just acts, and 
temperate by doing temperate acts; for if men do just 
and temperate acts, they are already just and temper- 
ate, exactly as, if they do what is in accordance with 
the laws of grammar and of music, they are gramma- 
rians and musicians. 

Or is this not true even of the arts? It is possible to do 
something that is in accordance with the laws of gram- 
mar, either by chance or under the guidance of anoth- 
er. A man will be a grammarian, then, only when he 
has both said something grammatical and said it 
grammatically; and this means doing it in accordance 
with the grammatical knowledge in himself. 

Again, the case of the arts and that of the virtues are 
not similar ; for the products of the arts have their good- 
ness in themselves, so that it is enough that they should 
have a certain character, but if the acts that are in ac- 
cordance with the virtues have themselves a certain 
character it docs not follow that they are done justly or 
temperately. The agent also must be in a certain condi- 
tion when he does them ; in the first place he must have 
knowledge, secondly he must choose the acts, and 
choose them for their own sakes, and thirdly his action 
must proceed from a firm and unchangeable character. 
These arc not reckoned in as conditions of the posses- 
sion of the arts, 'except the bare knowledge ; but as a con- 
dition of the possession of the virtues knowledge has 
little or no weight, while the other conditions count not 
for a little but for ever^'thing, i.e, the very conditions 
which result from often doing just and temperate acts. 

‘ it03*3l-^’25. 1 1 04*2 7-^3. 
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Actions, then, are called just and temperate when 
they are such as the just or the temperate man would 
do • but it is not the man who does these that is just and 
temperate, but the man who also does them asj^t and 
temperate men do them. It is well said, then, that it is 
by doing just acts that the just man is produced, and by 
doing temperate acts the temperate man ; without do- 
ing these no one would have even a prospect of becom- 

“ irr^ost people do not do these, but take refuge in 
theory and think they are being philosophers and wdl 
become good in this way, behaving somewhat like 

patients who listen attentively to 
^ ^ ftyp things they are ordered to do. As me latter 

wm not be made well in body by such a course of treat- 
ment, the former will not be made well m soul by such 

a course of philosophy. 

definition of moral virtue 
The genus ofmral vniue: it ts a state of character, not a pas^ 

Sion, nor a faculty 

5. Next we must CO f kinds— passions, 

that are found mjhe-ul^areo^^^^^^ be one of 

faculties, states o appetite, anger, fear, con- 

these. By passions 

fidence, envy, jo> , that are 

emulation, pity, an g faculties the 

accompanied by p easu capable of 

things in virtue Xtnung "ngryorbeingpainedor 

feeling these, e.g- f character the things in virtue of 
feeling pity ; by;tates of character^ ^ 

which we stand wel jf 

sions, e.g. with well ifwefeel it mode- 

feel it Violently or to ^ J^^^j^^etotheotherpassions. 

rately; and similarly wi 
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Now neither the virtues nor the vices are passions^ 
because we are not called good or bad on the ground of 
our passions, but are so called on the ground of our 
virtues and our vices, and because we are neither 
praised nor blamed for our passions (for the man who 
feels fear or anger is not praised, nor is the man who 
simply feels anger blamed, but the man who feels it in 
a certain way), | but for our virtues and our vices we 

are praised or blamed. 

Again, we feel anger and fear without choice, but the 
virtues are modes of choice or involve choice. Further, 
in respect of the passions we are said to be moved, 
but in respect of the virtues and the vices we are said 
not to be moved but to be disposed in a particular 

way. 

For these reasons also they are nol faculties \ for 
we are neither called good or bad, nor praised or 
blamed, for the simple capacity of feeling the passions ; 
again, we have the faculties by nature, but we are not 
made good or bad by nature; we have spoken of this 

before.* 

If, then, the virtues are neither passions nor faculties, 
all that remains is that they should be slates of character. 

Thus we have stated what virtue is in respect of its 
genus. 


The differentia of moral virtue: it is a disposition to choose the 
mean 

6. We must, however, not only describe virtue as a state 
of character, but also say what sort of state it is. We may 
remark, then, that every virtue or excellence both br ings 
into good condition the thing of which it is the excel- 
lence and makes the work of that thing be done well; 
e.g. the excellence of the eye makes both the eye and 

‘ iio3*i8-‘>2. 
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its work good ; for it is by the excellence of the eye that 

we see well. Similarly the excellence of the horse makes 

a horse both good in itself and good at running and at 

carrying its rider and at awaiting the attack of the 

enemy. Therefore, if this is true in every case, the virtue 

of man also will be the state of character which makes a 

man good and which makes him do his own work well. 

How this is to happen we have stated already,' but it 

will be made plain also by the following consideration 

of the specific nature of virtue. In everything that is 

continuous and divisible it is possible to take more, less, 

or an equal amount, and that either in terms of the 

thing itself or relatively to us ; and the equal is an inter- 

methate between excess and defect. By the intermediate 

in the object I mean that which is equidistant from 

each of the extremes, which is one and the same for all 

mem by the intermediate relatively to us that which is 

neUher too much nor too little-and this is not one, nor 

the same for all. For instance, if ten is many and two is 

few six is the intermediate, taken in terms of the object, 

fo^t e“ieeds and is exceeded by an equal amount; this 
foritexceeo .j k, arithmetical proportion. 

IS mtermediate not to be taken 

But the mterme ^ particular person 

so; if ten ^ ^ does not follow that the 

to eat and two too ‘‘“""J f jjijalso is perhaps too 
trainer will order six ^ too little-too 

much for the person w lo is inner in athletic 

little for Milo,^ too "-hf^Vrunning and wrestling, 
exercises. The same but 

Thus a master of anv this-the inter- 
seeks the but relatively to us. 

mediate not in the o j well— 

If it is thus, then, tha judging its works by 

by looking to the intermediate 

* ii04*n-27- 
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this standard (so that we often say of good works of art 
that it is not possible either to take away or to add any- 
thing, implying that excess and defect destroy the 
goodness of works of art, while the mean preserves it; 
and good artists, as we say, look to this in their work), 
and if, further, virtue is more exact and better than any 
art, as nature also is, then virtue must have the quality 
of aiming at the intermediate. I mean moral virtue; for 
it is this that is concerned with passions and actions, 
and in these there is excess, defect, and the inter- 
mediate. For instance, both fear and confidence and 
appetite and anger and pity and in general pleasure 
and pain may be felt both too much and too little, and 
in both cases not well ; but to feel them at the right 
times, with reference to the right objects, towards the 
right people, with the right motive, and in the right 
way, is what is both intermediate and best, and this is 
characteristic of virtue. Similarly with regard to actions 
also there is excess, defect, and the intermediate. Now 
virtue is concerned with passions and actions, in which 
excess is a form of failure, and so is defect, while the 
intermediate is praised and is a form of success; and 
being praised and being successful are both character- 
istics of virtue. Therefore virtue is a kind of mean, since, 
as we have seen, it aims at what is intermediate. 

Again, it is possible to fail in many ways (for evil 
belongs to the class of the unlimited, as the Pythago- 
reans conjectured, and good to that of the limited), 
w'hile to succeed is possible only in one way (for which 
reason also one is easy and the other difficult — to miss 
the mark easy, to hit it difficult) ; for these reasons also, 
then, excess and defect are characteristic of vice, and 
the mean of virtue; 

For men are good in but one wav, but bad in many. 



[ioo6b36] ETHICS II. 6 [-II07>25] 

Virtue, then, is a state of character concerned with 
choice, lying in a mean, i.e. the mean relative to us | 
this being determined by a rational principle, and by 
that principle by which the man of practical wisdom 
would determine it. Now it is a mean between two 
vices, that which depends on excess and that which 
depends on defect; and again it is a mean because the 
vices respectively fall short of or exceed what is r jht m 
both passions and actions, while virtue boA finds and 

“iBut nm wery action nor every passion admits of a 
mean • for some have names that already imply bad- 
ness e g spite, shamelessness, envy, and in the case o 

ness, e.g.*.p > murder; for all of these and 

actions adultery, theft, murder, 

suchlike thing not^he excesses or deficiencies of 

them. It IS not p ^ always be wrong. Nor does 

gard to regard to such things depend 

goodness badnes h^ .| 

on committing adultey^ 

right time, and i be equally absurd, 

nect tLt m uniust, cowardly, and volup- 
tuous action there - ^ 

a deficiency; for a an excess of excess, and a 

of excess and of deficiei . , 

deficiency of deficiency. because what is 

deficiency of temperance 

intermediate is m a any 

actions we have me j^owever they are done they 

excess and deficiency, neither a mean of 

are wrong; for m general there 
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excess and deficiency, nor excess and deficiency of a 
mean. 

The above proposition illustrated by rejermce to particular 

virtues 

7. We must, however, not only make this general 
statement, but also apply it to the individual facts. For 
among statements about conduct those which are 
general apply more widely, but those which are parti- 
cular are more true, since conduct has to do with in- 
dividual cases, and our statements must harmonize 
with the facts in these cases. We may take these cases 
from our table. With regard to feelings of fear and con- 
fidence courage is the mean ; | of the people who ex- 
ceed, he who exceeds in fearlessness has no name (many 
of the states have no name), while the man who exceeds 
in confidence is rash, and he who exceeds in fear and 
falls short in confidence is a coward. With regard to 
pleasures and pains — not all of them, and not so much 
with regard to the pains — the mean is temperance, the 
excess self-indulgence. Persons deficient with regard to 
the pleasures are not often found; hence such persons 
also have received no name. But let us call them 
‘insensible’. 

With regard to giving and taking of money the mean 
is liberality, the excess and the defect prodigality and 
meanness. In these actions people exceed and fall 
short in contrary ways; the prodigal exceeds in spend- 
ing and falls short in taking, while the mean man ex- 
ceeds in taking and falls short in spending. [At present 
we are giving a mere outline or summary, and are 
satisfied with this; later these states will be more 
exactly determined.)' With regard to money there are 
also other dispositions — a mean, magnificence (for the 
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magnificent man differs from the liberal man; the 
former deals with large sums, the latter with small 
ones), an excess, tastelessness and vulgarity, and a 
deficiency, niggardliness; these differ from the statK 
opposed to liberality, and the mode of their difference 

will be stated later.' 

With regard to honour and dishonour the mean is 

proper pride, the excess is known as a sort of einpty 

vanity’, and the deficiency is undue humility, and ^ 

we said^ liberality was related to magnificence, diffe 

Tg from it by dealing with small sums, sr. there is a state 

rimilarTy rellted to proper pride, being concerned with 

small honours while that is concerned with great. For 

it is possible to desire honour as one ought, and more 
It IS poss exceeds in 

u- • while the intermediate person has no 
unambitious, wh nameless, except that 

name. The isposi ^ called ambition. Hence the 

thatoftheambitiou^m^^^^^^^^ 

people who are sometimes call the inter- 

dle place; ,„d sometimes unambitious, 

times the fopows;' but now let us speak of 

will be stated m wha method which 

the remaining states according 

has been indicated. a defi- 

With regard “ they can scarcely be said 

ciency, and a mean. intermediate per- 

to have names, mean good temper; 

son good-tempere e vv^ho exceeds 

of the persons at the ex irascibility, and the 

be called irascible, an 


1 

* 11. i7->9- 


* bji.26.n25'’>4'i8. 


4 ‘ 



[no8a8] ETHICS II. 7 [-31] 

man who falls short an unirascible sort of person, and 
the deficiency unirascibility. 

There are also three other means, which have a cer- 
tain likeness to one another, but differ from one an- 
other: for they are all concerned with intercourse in 
words and actions, but differ in that one is concerned 
with truth in this sphere, the other two with pleasant- 
ness; and of this one kind is exhibited in giving amuse- 
ment, the other in all the circumstances of life. We 
must therefore speak of these too, that we may the 
better see that in all things the mean is praiseworthy, 
and the extremes neither praiseworthy nor right, but 
worthy of blame. Now most of these states also have no 
names, but we must try, as in the other cases, to invent 
names ourselves so that we may be clear and easy to 
follow. With regard to truth, then, the intermediate is 
a truthful sort of person and the mean may be called 
truthfulness, while the pretence which exaggerates is 
boastfulness and the person characterized by it a 
boaster, and that which understates is mock modesty 
and the person characterized by it mock-modest. With 
regard to pleasantness in the giving of amusement the 
intermediate person is ready-witted and the disposi- 
tion ready wit, the excess is buffoonery and the person 
characterized by it a buffoon, while the man who falls 
short is a sort of boor and his state is boorishness. With 
regard to the remaining kind of pleasantness, that 
which is exhibited in life in general, the man who is 
pleasant in the right way is friendly and the mean is 
friendliness, while the man who exceeds is an obse- 
quious person if he has no end in view, a flatterer if he is 
aiming at his own advantage, and the man who falls 
short and is unpleasant in all circumstances is a quarrel- 
some and surly sort of person. 

There are also means in the passions and concerned 
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and one a virtue, viz. the mean, and all are in a sense 
opposed to all ; for the extreme states are contrary both 
to the intermediate state and to each other, and the 
intermediate to the extremes; as the equal is greater 
relatively to the less, less relatively to the greater, so 
the middle states are excessive relatively to the defi- 
ciencies, deficient relatively to the excesses, both in pas- 
sions and in actions. For the brave man appears rash 
relatively to the coward, and cowardly relatively to the 
rash man ; and similarly the temperate man appears 
self-indulgent relatively to the insensible man, insen- 
sible relatively to the self-indulgent, and the liberal 
man prodigal relatively to the mean man, mean rela- 
tively to the prodigal. Hence also the people at the 
extremes push the intermediate man each over to the 
other, and the brave man is called rash by the coward, 
cowardly by the rash man, and correspondingly in the 
other cases. 

These states being thus opposed to one another, the 
greatest contrariety is that of the extremes to each 
other, rather than to the intermediate; for these are 
further from each other than from the intermediate, as 
the great is further from the small and the small from 
the great than both are from the equal. Again, to the 
intermediate some extremes show a certain likeness, as 
that of rashness to courage and that of prodigality to 
liberality; but the extremes show the greatest unlike- 
ness to each other; now contraries are defined as the 
things that arc furthest from each other, so that things 
that are further apart are more contrary. 

To the mean in some cases the deficiency, | in some 
the excess, is more opposed ; e.g. it is not rashness, which 
is an excess, but cowardice, which is a deficiency, that 
js more opposed to courage, and not insensibility, 
which is a dehciency, but self-indulgence, which is an 
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excess, that is more opposed to temperance. This hap- 
pens from two reasons, one being drawn from the thing 
itself; for because one extreme is nearer and hker to the 
intermediate, we oppose not this but rather its contrary 
to the intermediate. E.g., since rashness is thought hker 
and nearer to courage, and cowardice more unlike we 
oppose rather the latter to courage ; for things that are 
toher from the intermediate are thought more con- 
trary to it. This, then, is one cause, drawn from the 

ilKlf; anolh,, i. to™ to"> '« "" 

mean, then, therefore self-indul^^^^^ 

7J, i. »to>. to-. i. ftofto, .« >, 

reasoning 

9. Thatmoral v.rtue.a^ 

it is so, and that it is ^.hciency, and that it is 

involving excess, ^hat is inter- 
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Hence he who aims at the intermediate must first 
depart from what is the more contrary to it, as Calypso 
advises — 


Hold the ship out beyond that surf and spray.* 


For of the extremes one is more erroneous, one less so; 
therefore, since to hit the mean is hard in the extreme, 
we must as a second best, as people say, take the least 
of the evils; and this will be done best in the way we 
describe. I 

But we must consider the things towards which we 
ourselves also are easily carried away; for some of us 
tend to one thing, some to another; and this will be 
recognizable from the pleasure and the pain we feel. 
We must drag ourselves away to the contrary extreme; 
for we shall get into the intermediate state by drawing 
well away from error, as people do in straightening 
sticks that are bent. 

Now in every thing the pleasant or pleasure is most to 
be guarded against; for we do not judge it impartially. 
We ought, then, to feel towards pleasure as the elders 
of the people felt towards Helen, and in all circum- 
stances repeat their saying;^ for if we dismiss pleasure 
thus we are less likely to go astray. It is by doing this, 

then, (to sum tlie matter up) that we shall best be 
able to hit the mean. 

But this is no doubt difficult, and especially in indivi- 
dual cases ; for it is not easy to determine both how and 
with whom and on \vhat provocation and how long one 
shou W be angry ; for we too sometimes praise those who 
fall short and call them good-tempered, but sometimes 
we praise those who get angry and call them manly. 


\ 0 d xii. 2,9f. (Mackail’s trans.). But 

adv.cc (XU. loO), and the actual quotation 
Qis Steersman. 


»l was Circe who gave the 
is from Odysseus’ orders to 
* ll. iii. 156-60. 
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The man, however, who deviates little from goodness is 
not blamed, whether he do so in the direction of the 
more or of the less, but only the man who deviates more 
widely ; for he does not fail to be noticed. But up to what 
point and to what extent a man must deviate before he 
becomes blameworthy it is not easy to determine by 
reasoning, any more than anything else that is per- 
ceived by the senses; such things depend on particular 
facts, and the decision rests with perception. So much, 
then, is plain, that the intermediate state is in all things 
to be praised, but that we must incline sometimes to- 
wards the excess, sometimes towards the deficiency ; for 
so shall we most easily hit the mean and what is right. 
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INNER SIDE OF MORAL VIRTUE! CONDITIONS 
OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTION 

Praise and blame attach to voluntary actions, i.e. actions done 
{/) not under compulsion, and (2) with knowledge of the 
circumstances 

I . Since virtue is concerned with passions and actions, 
and on voluntary passions and actions praise and blame 
are bestowed, on those that are involuntary pardon, 
and sometimes also pity, to distinguish the voluntary 
and the involuntary is presumably necessary for those 
who are studying the nature of virtue, and useful also for 
legislators with a view to the assigning both of honours 
and of punishments. 

Those things, then, are thought involuntary, which 
take place by force or owing to ignorance ; | and that is 
compulsory of which the moving principle is outside, 
being a principle in which nothing is contributed by 
the person who acts— or, rather, is acted upon, e.g. 
if he were to be carried somewhere by a wind, or by 
men who had him in their power. 

But with regard to the things that are done from fear 
of greater evils or for some noble object (e.g. if a tyrant 
were to order one to do something base, having one’s 
parents and children in his power, and if one did the 
action they were to be saved, but otherwise would be 
put to death), it may be debated whether such actions 
are involuntary or voluntary. Something of the sort 
happens also with regard to the throwing of goods over- 
board in a storm; for in the abstract no one throws 
goods away voluntarily, but on condition of its securing 
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the safety of himself and his crew any sensible man does 
so. Such actions, then, are mixed, but are more like 
voluntary actions; for they are worthy of choice at the 
time when they are done, and the end of an action is 
relative to the occasion. Both the terms, then, ‘volun- 
tary’ and ‘involuntary’, must be used with reference to 
the moment of action. Now the man acts voluntarily; 
for the principle that moves the instrumental parts of 
the body in such actions is in him, and the things of 
which the moving principle is in a man himself are in 
his power to do or not to do. Such actions, therefore, 
are voluntary, but in the abstract perhaps involuntary ; 
for no one would choose any such act in itself. 

For such actions men are sometimes even praised, 
when they endure something base or painful in return 
for great and noble objects gained ; in the opposite case 
they are blamed, since to endure the greatest indignities 
for no noble end or for a trifling end is the mark of an 
inferior person. On some actions praise indeed is not 
bestowed, but pardon is, when one does a wrongful 
act under pressure which overstrains human nature 
and which no one could withstand. But some acts, 
perhaps, we cannot be forced to do, but ought rather 
to face death after the most fearful sufferings; for the 
things that ‘forced’ Euripides’ Alcmaeon to slay his 
mother seem absurd. It is difficult sometimes to deter- 
mine what should be chosen at what cost, and what 
should be endured in return for what gain, and yet 
more difficult to abide by our decisions; for as a rule 
what is expected is painful, and what we are forced to 
do is base, whence praise and blame are bestowed on 
those who have been forced or have not. | 

What sort of acts, then, should be called forced? 
We answer that without qualification actions are so 
when the cause is in the external circumstances and 
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the agent contributes nothing. But the things that in 
themselves are involuntary, but now and in return 
for these gains are worthy of choice, and whose moving 
principle is in the agent, are in themselves involuntary, 
but now and in return for these gains voluntary. They 
are more like voluntary acts ; for actions are in the class 
of particulars, and the particular acts here are volun- 
tary. W^at sort of things are to be chosen, and in re- 
turn for what, it is not easy to state ; for there are many 
differences in the particular cases. 

But if someone were to say that pleasant and noble 
objects have a forcing power, forcing us from without, 
all acts would be for him forced; for it is for these 
objects that all men do everything they do. And those 
who act by force and unwillingly act with pain, but 
those who do acts for their pleasantness or nobility do 
them with pleasure; it is absurd to make external 
circumstances responsible, and not oneself, as being 
easily caught by such attractions, and to make oneself 
responsible for noble acts but the pleasant objects 
responsible for base acts. The forced, then, seems to be 
that whose moving principle is outside, the person 
forced contributing nothing. 

Everything that is done by reason ofignorance is not 
voluntary; it is only what produces pain and regret 
that is mvoluntary. For the man who has done some- 
thing owing to Ignorance, and feels not the least 
vexation at his action, has not acted voluntarily, since 
he did not know what he was doing, nor yet involun- 
tarily, since he is not pained. Of people, then, who act 
by reason of ignorance he who regrets is thought an 
involuntary agent, and the man who does not regret 
may, since he is different, be called a not voluntary 
agent; for, since he differs from the other, it is better 
that he should have a name of his own. 
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Acting by reason of ignorance seems also to be dif* 
ferent from acting in ignorance; for the man who is 
drunk or in a rage is thought to act as a result not of 
ignorance but of one of the causes mentioned, yet not 
knowingly but in ignorance. 

Now every wicked man is ignorant of what he ought 
to do and what he ought to abstain from, and error of 
this kind makes men unjust and in general bad; but 
the term ‘involuntary’ tends to be used not if a man is 
ignorant of what is to his advantage — for it is not 
mistaken purpose that makes an action involuntary 
{it makes men wicked), nor ignorance of the universal 
(for that men are blamed), but ignorance of particulars, 
i.e. of the circumstances of the action and the objects 
with which it is concerned. [ For it is on these that both 
pity and pardon depend, since the person who is 
ignorant of any of these acts involuntarily. 

Perhaps it is just as well, therefore, todetermine their 
nature and number. A man may be ignorant, then, of 
who he is, what he is doing, what or whom he is acting 
on, and sometimes also what (e.g. what instrument) he 
is doing it with, and to what end (e.g. he may think his 
act will conduce to someone’s safety), and how he is 
doing it (e.g. whether gently or violently). Now of all 
of these no one could be ignorant unless he were mad, 
and evidently also he could not be ignorant of the 
agent; for how could he not know himself? But of what 
he is doing a man might be ignorant, as for instance 
people say ‘it slipped out of their mouths as they were 
speaking’, or ‘they did not know it was a secret , as 
Aeschylus said of the mysteries, or a man might say he 

‘let it go offwhen he merely wanted toshowits working’, 

as- the man did with the catapult. Again, one might 
think one’s son was an enemy, as Merope did, Or that 
a pointed spear had a button on it, or that a stone was 
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pumice-stone; or one might give a man a draught to 
save him, and really kill him; or one might want to 
touch aman, as peopledoin sparring, and reallywound 
him. The ignorance may relate, then, to any of these 
things, and the man who was ignorant of any of these 
is thought to have acted involuntarily, and especially 
if he was ignorant on the most important points; and 
these are thought to be the circumstances of the action 
and its end. Further, the doing of an act that is called 
involuntary in virtue of ignorance of this sort must be 
painful and involve regret. 

Since that which is done by force or by reason of 
ignorance is involuntary, the voluntary would seem to 
be that of which the moving principle is in the agent 
himself, he being aware of the particular circum- 
stances of the action. Presumably acts done by reason 
of anger or appetite are not rightly called involuntary. 
For in the first place, on that showing none of the other 
animals act voluntarily, nor will children; and 
secondly, is it meant that we do not do voluntarily any 
of the acts that are due to appetite or anger, or that we 
do the noble acts voluntarily and the base acts in- 
voluntarily? Is not this absurd, when one and the same 
thing is the cause ? But it would surely be odd todescribe 
as involuntary the things one ought to desire; and we 
ought both to be angry at certain things and to have an 
appetite for certain things, e.g. for health and for learn- 
ing. Also what is involuntary is thought to be painful, 
but what IS in accordance with appetite is thought to 
be p easant. Again, what is the difference in respect of 
myoluntanncss between errors committed upon cal- 
culation and tliose committed in anger? Both are to be 
avoided, | but the irrational passions are thought not 
less human than reason is, and therefore also the actions 
v;hich proceed from anger or appetite are the man’s 
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actions. It would be odd, then, to treat them as in- 
voluntary. 


Moral virtue implies that the action is done (^) by choice: the 
object 0/ choice is the result of previous deliberation 


2. Both the voluntary and the involuntary having been 
delimited, we must next discuss choice;* for it is thought 
to be most closely bound up with virtue, and to dis- 
criminate characters better than actions do. 

Choice, then, seems to be voluntary, but not the 
same thing as the voluntary; the latter extends more 
widely. For both children and the lower animals share 
in voluntary action, but not in choice, and acts done on 
the spur of the moment we describe as voluntary, but 
not as chosen. 

Those who say it is appetite or anger or wish or a kind 
of opinion do not seem to be right. For choice is not 
common to irrational creatures as well, but appetite 
and anger are. Again, the incontinent man acts with 
appetite, but not with choice; while the continent man 
on the contrary acts with choice, but not with appetite. 
Again, appetite is contrary to choice, but not appetite 
to appetite. Again, appetite relates to the pleasant and 
the painful, choice neither to the painful nor to the 

pleasant. 

Still less is it anger ; for acts due to anger arc thought 
to be less than any others objects of choice. 

But neither is it wish, though it seems near to it; for 
choice cannot relate to impossibles, and il any one said 
he chose them he would be thought silly ; but there may 


‘ /7poatp€ots is a very didicolt word to translate, bomct.mcs m- 
tention’, ‘will’, or ’purpose’ would bring out the .neaning better; but 
I have for the most part used ‘choice. The etymological meaumg .» 

'preferential choice’. 
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be a wish even for impossibles, e.g. for immortality. 
And wish may relate to things that could in no way be 
brought about by one’s own efforts, e.g. that a parti- 
cular actor or athlete should win in a competition; but 
no one chooses such things, but only the things that he 
thinks could be brought about by his own efforts. 
Again, wish relates rather to the end, choice to the 
means; for instance, we wish to be healthy, but we 
choose the acts which will make us healthy, and we 
wish to be happy and say we do, but we cannot well say 
we choose to be so ; for, in general, choice seems to relate 
to the things that are in our own power. 

For this reason, too, it cannot be opinion ; for opinion 
is thought to relate to all kinds of things, no less to 
eternal things and impossible things than to things in 
our own power; and it is distinguished by its falsity or 
truth, not by its badness or goodness, while choice is 
distinguished rather by these. 

Now with opinion in general perhaps no one even 
says it is identical. ] But it is not identical even with any 
kind of opinion ; for by choosing what is good or bad 
we are men of a certain character, which we are not 
by holding certain opinions. And we choose to get or 
avoid something good or bad, but we have opinions 
about what a thing is or whom it is good for or how it is 
good for him ; we can hardly be said to opine to get or 
avoid anything. And choice is praised for being related 
to the right object or for being Hght, opinion for being 
true. And we choose what we best know to be good, 
but we opine what we do not in the least know to be 
good ; and it is not the same people that are thought to 
make the best choices and to have the best opinions, 
but some are thought to have fairly good opinions, 
but by reason of vice to choose what they should not. 

opinion precedes choice or accompanies it, that 
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makes no difference; for it is not this that we are 
considering, but whether choice is identical with some 
kind of opinion. 

What, then, or what kind of thing is it, since it 
is none of the things we have mentioned? It seems 
to be voluntary, but not all that is voluntary to be 
an object of choice. Is it, then, what has been de- 
liberated about before? At any rate choice involves 
a rational principle and thought. Even the name 
seems to suggest that it is what is chosen before other 

things. 

The nature of deliberation and its objects: choice is deliberate 
desire of things in our own power 

3. Dowedeliberateabouteverything.andiseverything 

a possible subject of deliberation, or is deliberation 
impossible about some things? VVe ought presumably 
to call not what a fool or a madman would deliber- 
ate about, but what a sensible man would deliberate 
about, a subject of deliberation. Now about eternal 
things no one deliberates, e.g. about the material 
universe or the incommensurability of the diagonal 
and the side of a square. But no more do we deliberate 
about the things that involve movement but always 
happen in the same way, whether of necessity or by 
nature or from any other cause, e.g. the solstices and the 
risings of the stars; nor about things that happen now 
in one way, now in another, e.g. droughts and rams; 
nor about chance events, like the finding of treasure. 
But we do not deliberate even about all human affairs; 
for instance, no Spartan deliberates about the best 
constitution for the Scythians. For none of these things 
can be brought about by our own efforts. 

We deliberate about things that are m our ^wer 
and can be done; and these are in fact what is left. For 
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nature, necessity, and chance are thought to be causes, 
and also reason and everything that depends on man. 
Now every class of men deliberates about the things 
that can be done by their own efforts. And in the case of 
exact and self-contained sciences there is no delibera- 
tion, I e.g. about the letters of the alphabet (for we have 
no doubt how they should be written) ; but the things 
that are brought about by our own efforts, but not 
always in the same way, are the things about which we 
deliberate, e.g. questions of medical treatment or of 
money-making. And we do so more in the case of the 
art of navigation than in that of gymnastics, inasmuch 
as it has been less exactly worked out, and again about 
other things in the same ratio, and more also in the 
case of the arts than in that of the sciences ; for we have 
more doubt about the former. Deliberation is con- 
cerned with things that happen in a certain way for the 
most part, but in which the event is obscure, and with 
things in which it is indeterminate. We call in others to 
aid us in deliberation on important questions, distrust- 
ing ourselves as not being equal to deciding. 

We deliberate not about ends but about means. For 
a doctor does not deliberate whether he shall heal, nor 
an orator whether he shall convince, nor a statesman 
whether he shall produce law and order, nor does any 
one else deliberate about his end. Having set the end, 
they consider how and by what means it is to be 
attained; and if it seems to be produced by several 
means they consider by which it is most easily and best 
produced, while if it is achieved by one only they con- 
sider how It will be achieved by this and by what 
means this will be achieved, till they come to the first 
cause, which in the order of discovery is last. For the 
pei^on who deliberates seems to inquire and analyse 
in the way described as though he were analysing a 
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geometrical construction* (not all inquiry appears to 
be deliberation — for instance mathematical inquiries 
— but all deliberation is inquiry), and what is last in 
the order of analysis seems to be first in the order of 
becoming. And if we come on an impossibility, we 
give up the search, e.g. if we need money and this can- 
not be got ; but if a thing appears possible we try to do 
it. By ‘possible’ things I mean things that might be 
brought about by our own efforts; and these in a sense 
include things that can be brought about by the efforts 
of our friends, since the moving principle is in ourselves. 
The subject of investigation is sometimes the instru- 
ments, sometimes the use of them; and similarly in 
the other cases — sometimes the means, sometimes the 
mode of using it or the means of bringing it about. It 
seems, then, as has been said, that man is a moving 
principle of actions; now deliberation is about the 
things to be done by the agent himself, and actions are 
for the sake of things other than themselves. For the end 
cannot be a subject of deliberation, but only the means; 
nor indeed can the pai ticular facts be a subject of it, e.g. 
whether this is bread or has been baked as it should; [ 
for these are matters of perception. If we are to be al- 
ways deliberating, we shall have to go on to infinity. 

The same thing is deliberated upon and is chosen, 
except that the object of choice is already determinate, 
since it is that which has been decided upon as a result 
of deliberation that is the object of choice. For everyone 
ceases to inquire how he is to act when he has brought 
the moving principle back to himself and to the ruling 


‘ Aristotle has in mind the method of discovering the solution of 
a geometrical problem. The problem J 

«rtam kmd w. ^ can construe, the required 

tore IE some figure b, ^ knowledge 

figure, and so on till we come to a ngure 

enables us to construct. 
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part of himself; for this is what chooses. This is plain 
also from the ancient constitutions, which Homer re- 
presented ; for the kings announced their choices to the 
people. The object of choice being one of the things in 
our own power which is desired after deliberation, 
choice will be deliberate desire of things in our own 
power; for when we have reached a judgement as a 
result of deliberation, we desire in accordance with 
our deliberation. 

We may take it, then, that we have described choice 
in outline; we have stated the nature of its objects and 
the fact that it is concerned with means. 

The object of rational wish is the endy i.e. the good or apparent 

good 

4. That wish is for the end has already been stated;' 

some think it is for the good, others for the apparent 

good. Now those who say that the good is the object of 

wish must admit in consequence that that which the 

man who does not choose aright wishes for is not an 

object of wish (for if it is to be so, it must also be good; 

but it may well have been bad) ; while those who say 

the apparent good is the object of wish must admit that 

there is no natural object of wish, but only what seems 

good to each man. Now different things appear good to 

different people, and, if it so happens, even contrary 
things. 

If these consequences are unpleasing, are we to say 
that absolutely and in truth the good is the object of 
wish, but for each person the apparent good; that that 
which IS in truth an object of wish is an object of wish 
to the good man, while any chance thing may be so to 
the bad man, as in the case of bodies also the things 
that are in truth wholesome are wholesome for bodies 

‘ n 11^26. 
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which are in good condition, while for those that are 
diseased other things are wholesome— -or bitter or 
sweet or hot or heavy, and so on; since the good man 
judges each class of things rightly, and in each the 
truth appears to him? For each state of character has 
its own ideas of the noble and the pleasant, and per- 
haps the good man differs from others most by seeing 
the truth in each class of things, being as it were the 
norm and measure of them. In most things the error 
seems to be due to pleasure; for this appears a good 
when it is not. | We therefore choose the pleasant as 
a good and avoid pain as an evil. 

fVe au responsible for bad as well as for good actions 

5. The end, then, being what we wish for, the means 
what we deliberate about and choose, actions concern- 
ing means must be according to choice and voluntary. 
Now the exercise of the virtues is concerned with means. 
Therefore virtue also is in our own power, and so too 
vice. For where it is in our power to act it is also m our 
power not to act, and vice versa^^o that, if to act, where 
this is noble, is in our power, not to act, which will be 
base, will also be in our power, and if not to act, where 
this is noble, is in our power, to act, which will be base, 
will also be in our power. Now if it is in our power to do 
noble or base acts, and likewise in our power not to do 
them, and this was what being good or bad meant,* 
then it is in our power to be virtuous or vicious. 

The saying that ‘no one is voluntarily wicked nor 
involuntarily happy’ seems to be partly false and partly 
true; for no one is involuntarily happy, but wickedness 
is voluntary. Or else we shall have to dispute what has 
just been said, at any rate, and deny that man is a mov- 
ing principle or begetter of his actions, as of children. 

’ I 112*1 f. 
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But if these facts are evident and we cannot refer actions 
to moving principles other than those in ourselves, the 
acts whose moving principles are in us must themselves 
also be in our power and voluntary. 

Witness seems to be borne to this both by individuak 
in their private capacity and by legislators themselves; 
for these punish and take vengeance on those who do 
wicked acts (unless they have acted under compulsion 
or as a result of ignorance for which they are not them- 
selves responsible), while they honour those who do 
noble acts, as though they meant to encourage the 
latter and deter the former. But no one is encouraged 
to do the things that are neither in our power nor 
voluntary; it is 'assumed that there is no gain in being 
persuaded not to be hot or in pain or hungry or the like, 
since we shall experience these feelings none the less. 
Indeed,* we punish a man for his very ignorance, if 
he is thought responsible for the ignorance, as when 
penalties are doubled in the case of drunkenness for 
the moving principle is in the man himself, since he 
had the power of not getting drunk and his getting 
drunk was the cause of his ignorance. And we punish 
those who are ignorant of anything in the laws that they 
ought to know and that is not difficult, [ and so too in the 
case of anything else that they are thought to be ignor- 
ant of through carelessness ; we assume that it is in their 
power not to be ignorant, since they have the power of 
taking care. 

But perhaps a man is the kind of man not to take 
care. Still they are themselves by their slack lives re- 
sponsible for becoming men of that kind, and men are 
themselves responsible for being unjust or self-indul- 

‘ This conn<rts with the words of ll. 24 f. ‘unless they have acted . . . 
as a result of ijjnorance for which Uiey are net tliemselves responsible’. 

As by tlic law ot Pittarus; cf. Pol. Ja 74 ‘’J 9 . Rhft. 1402^ 
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gent, in that they cheat or spend their time in drinking- 
bouts and the like; for it is activities exercised on 
particular objects that make the corresponding charac- 
ter. This is plain from the case of people training for 
any contest or action ; they practise the activity the 
whole time. Now not to know that it is from the exer- 
cise of activities on particular objects that states of 
character are produced is the mark of a thoroughly 
senseless person. Again, it is irrational to suppose that 
a man who acts unjustly does not wish to be unjust or a 
man who acts self-indulgently to be self-indulgent. 
But if without being ignorant a man does the things 
which will make him unjust, he will be unjust volun- 
tarily. Yet it does not follow that if he wishes he will 
cease to be unjust and will be just. For neither does the 
man who is ill become well on those terms. We may 
suppose a case in which he is ill voluntarily, through 
living incontinently and disobeying his doctors. In that 
case it was theft open to him not to be ill, but not now, 
when he has thrown away his chance, just as when 
you have let a stone go it is too late to recover it, but 
yet it was in your power to throw it, since the moving 
principle was in you. So, too, to the unjust and to the 
self-indulgent man it was open at the beginning not 
to become men of this kind, and so they are unjust and 
self-indulgent voluntarily; but now that they have 
become so it is not possible for them not to be so. 

But not only are the vices of the soul voluntary, but 
those of the body also for some men, whom we accord- 
ingly blame; while no one blames those who are ugly 
by nature, we blame those who are so owing to want of 
exercise and care. So it is, too, with respect to weakness 
and infirmity; no one would reproach a man blind 
from birth or by disease or from a blow, but rather pity 
him, while every one would blame a man who was 
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blind from drunkenness or some other form of self- 
indulgence. Of vices of the body, then, those in our own 
power are blamed, those not in our power are not. And 
if this be so, in the other cases also the vices that are 
blamed must be in our own power. 

Now someone may say that all men aim at the ap- 
parent good, but have no control over the appearance, 
but the end appears to each man in a form answering 
to his character. | We reply that if each man is some- 
how responsible for his state of character, he will also 
be himself somehow responsible for the appearance; 
but if not, no one is responsible for his own evildoing, 
but everyone does evil acts through ignorance of the 
end, thinking that by these he will get what is best, and 
the aiming at the end is not self-chosen but one must be 
born with an eye, as it were, by which to judge rightly 
and choose what is truly good, and he is well endowed 
by nature who is well endowed with this. For it is what 
is greatest and most noble, and what we cannot get or 
learn from another, but must have just such as it was 
when given us at birth, and to be well and nobly en- 
dowed with this will be perfect and true excellence of 
natural endowment. If this is true, then, how will virtue 
be more voluntary than vice ? To both men alike, the 
good and the bad, the end appears and is fixed by 
nature or however it may be, and it is by referring 
everything else to this that men do whatever they do. 

Whether, then, it is not by nature that the end 
appears to each man such as it does appear, but some- 
thing also depends on him, or the end is natural but 
because the good man adopts the means voluntarily 
virtue is voluntary, vice also will be none the less 
voluntary; for in the case of the bad man there is 
equally present that which depends on himself in his 
actions even if not in his end. If, then, as is asserted, the 
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virtues are voluntary (for we are ourselves somehow 
part-causes of our states of character, and it is by being 
persons of a certain kind that we set the end to be so 
and so), the vices also will be voluntary; for the same 
is true of them. 

With regard to the virtues in general we have stated 
their genus in outline, viz. that they are means and that 
they are states of character, and that they tend, and by 
their own nature, to the doing of the acts by which they 
are produced, and that they are in our power and 
voluntary, and act as the right rule prescribes. But 
actions and states of character are not voluntary in the 
same way; for we are masters of our actions from the 
beginning right to the end, if we know the particular 
facts, but though we control the beginning of our 
states of character the gradual progress is not obvious, 
any more than it is in illnesses; because it was in our 
power, however, to act in this way or not in this way, 

therefore the states are voluntary. 

Let us take up the several virtues, however, and say 
which they are and what sort of things they are con- 
cerned with and how they are concerned with them, 
at the same time it will become plain how many they 
are. And first let us speak of courage. 


COURAGE 

Courage concerned with the feelings of fear and confidence— 
strictly speaking, with the fear of death in battle 

6. That it is a mean with regard to feelings of fear and 
confidence has already been made evident;^ and 
plainly the things we fear are fearful things, and these 
are, to speak without qualification, evils; for which 
reason people even define fear as expectation of evil. 
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Now we fear all evils, e.g. disgrace, poverty, disease, 
friendlessness, death, but the brave man is not thought 
to be concerned with all ; for to fear some things is even 
right and noble, and it is base not to fear them — e.g. 
disgrace; he who fears this is good and modest, and he 
who does not is shameless. He is, however, by some 
people called brave, by a transference of the word to 


a new meaning; for he has in him something which is 
like the brave man, since the brave man also is a fearless 


person. Poverty and disease we perhaps ought not to 
fear, nor in general the things that do not proceed from 
vice and are not due to a man himself. But not even the 


man who is fearless of these is brave. Yet we apply the 
word to him also in virtue of a similarity ; for some who 
in the dangers of war are cowards are liberal and are 


confident in face of the loss of money. Nor is a man a 
coward if he fears insult to his wife and children or envy 
or anything of the kind; nor brave if he is confident 
when he is about to be flogged. With what sort of 
fearful things, then, is the brave man concerned? 
Surely with the greatest; for no one is more likely than 
he to stand his ground against what is awe-inspiring. 
Now death is the most fearful of all things; for it is the 
end, and nothing is thought to be any longer either 
good or bad for the dead. But the brave man would not 
seem to be concerned even with death in all circum- 


stances, e.g. at sea or in disease. In what circumstances, 
then? Surely in the noblest. Now such deaths are those 
in battle ; for these take place in the greatest and noblest 
danger. And these are correspondingly honoured in 
city-states and at the courts of monarchs. Properly, 
then, he will be called brave who is fearless in face of a 
noble death, and of all emergencies that involve death; 
and the emergencies of war are in the highest degree of 
this kind. V et at sea also, and in disease, the brave man 
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is fearless, I but not in the same way as the seamen; for 
he has given up hope of safety, and is disliking the 
thought of death in this shape, while they are hopeful 
because of their experience. At the same time, we show 
courage in situations where there is the opportunity of 
showing prowess or where death is noble; but in these 
forms of death neither of these conditions is fulfilled. 

The motive of courage is tfw sense of honour: characteristics of 
the opposite vices, cowardice and rashness 

7. What is fearful is not the same for all men; but 
we say there are things fearful even beyond human 
strength. These, then, are fearful to every one— at 
least to every sensible man ; but the fearful things that 
are not beyond human strength differ in magnitude and 
degree, and so too do the things that inspire confidence. 
Now the brave man is as dauntless as man may be. 
Therefore, while he will fear even the things that are 
not beyond human strength, he will face them as he 
ought and as the rule directs, for honour’s sake ; for this 
is the end of virtue. But it is possible to fear these more, 
or less, and again to fear things that are not fearful as 
if they were. Of the faults that are committed, one con- 
sists in fearing what we should not, another in fearing 
as we should not, another in fearing when we should 
not, and so on ; and so too with respect to the things tha t 
inspire confidence. The man, then, who faces and who 
fears the right things and from the right moUye, in the 
right way and at the right time, and who feels confid- 
ence under the corresponding conditions, is brave; for 
the brave man feels and acts according to the merits ol 
the case and in whatever way the rule directs. Now the 
end of every activity is conformity to ^e correspond- 
ing state of character. This is true, therefore, of the 
brave man as well as of others. But courage is noble. 
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Therefore the end also is noble ; for each thing is defined 
by its end. Therefore it is for a noble end that the brave 
man endures and acts as courage directs. 

Of those who go to excess he who exceeds in fearless- 
ness has no name (we have said previously that many 
states of character have no names),* but he would be 
a sort of madman or insensitive to pain if he feared no- 
thing, neither earthquakes nor the waves, as they say 
the Celts do not ; while the man who exceeds in confi- 
dence about what really is fearful is rash. The rash 
man, however, is also thought to be boastful and only 
a pretender to courage; at all events, as the brave man 
is with regard to what is fearful, so the rash man 
wishes to appear; and so he imitates him in situations 
where he can. Hence also most of them are a mixture 
of rashness and cowardice; for, while in these situa- 
tions they display confidence, they do not hold their 
ground against what is really fearful. The man who 
exceeds in fear is a coward ; for he fears both what he 
ought not and as he ought not, and all the similar 
characterizations attach to him. He is lacking also in 
confidence; |but he is more conspicuous for his excess 
of fear in painful situations. The coward, then, is a 
despairing sort of person; for he fears everything! The 
brave man, on the other hand, has the opposite dis- 
position; for confidence is the mark of a hopeful dis- 
position. The coward, the rash man, and the brave 
man, then, are concerned with the same objects but 
arc differently disposed towards them; for the first two 
exceed and fall short, while the third holds the middle 
which is the right, position; and rash men are precipi- 
tate, and wish for dangers beforehand but draw back 
when they arc in them, while brave men are excited 
in the moment of action, but collected beforehand. 

‘ '107^2. cf. iro7‘>29, 1108*5. 
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As we have said, then, courage is a mean with respect 
to things that inspire confidence or fear, in the circum- 
stances that have been stated;* and it chooses or en- 
dures things because it is noble to do so, or because it is 
base not to do so.^ But to die to escape from poverty or 
love or anything painful is not the mark of a brave man, 
but rather of a coward ; for it is softness to 6y from whai 
is troublesome, and such a man endures death not be- 
cause it is noble but to fly from evil. 

Five kinds of courage improperly so called 

8. Courage, then, is something of this sort, but the 
name is also applied to five other kinds. ( i ) First comes 
the courage of the citizen-soldier; for this is most like 
true courage. Citizen-soldiers seem to face dangers 
because of the penalties imposed by the laws and the 
reproaches they would otherwise incur, and because 
of the honours they win by such action; and therefore 
those peoples seem to be bravest among whom cowards 
arc held in dishonour and brave men m honour. This 
is the kind of courage that Homer depicts, e.g. m Dio- 
mede and in Hector: 

First will Polydamas be to heap reproach on me 
then;^ 


and 

For Hector one day mid the Trojans shall utter 

his vaunting harangue; r •t 

•Afraid was Tydeides, and fled from my face. 

This kmd of courage .s most like to that wh.ch we de 
scribed earlier,' because it is due to virtue fo-- ^ 
to shame and to desire of a noble 

and avoidance of disgrace, which is ignoble. Onemight 


• Ch.6. 

• 11 . xxii. 100. 


' n. viii. 14^1, 149 ' 


Chs. 6 , 7 
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rank in the same class even those who are compelled by 
their rulers; but they are inferior, inasmuch as they do 
what they do not from shame but from fear, and to 
avoid not what is disgraceful but what is painful; for 
their masters compel them, as.Hector* does: 


But if I shall spy any dastard that cowers far from 
the fight, 

Vainly will such an one hope to escape from the dogs. 


And those who give them their posts, and beat them 
if they retreat, do the same, and so do those who draw 
them up with trenchesjor something of the sort behind 
them; all of these apply compulsion. But one ought to 
be brave not under compulsion but because it is noble 
to be so. 

(2) Experience with regard to particular facts is also 
thought to be courage; this is indeed the reason why 
Socrates thought courage was knowledge. Other people 
exhibit this quality in other dangers, and professional 
soldiers exhibit it in the dangers of war ; for there seem 
to be many empty alarms in war, of which these have 
had the most comprehensive experience ; therefore they 
seem brave, because the others do not know the nature 
of the facts. Again, their experience makes them most 
capable in attack and in defence, since they can use 
their arms and have the kind that are likely to be best 
both for attack and for defence ; therefore they fight like 
armed men against unarmed or like trained athletes 
against amateurs; for in such contests too it is not the 
bravest men that fight best, but those who are strongest 
and have their bodies in the best condition. Professional 
soldiers turn cowards, however, when the danger puts 
too great a strain on them and they are inferior in 


is mor.Jike //. ii. 39.-3. where Agamem. 
speaks, thao xv. 348-51. where Hector speaks. 
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numbers and equipment; for they are the first to fly, 
while citizen-forces die at their posts, as in fact hap- 
pened at the temple of Hermes.* For to the latter flight 
is disgraceful and death is preferable to safety on those 
terms; while the former from the very beginning faced 
the danger on the assumption that they were stronger, 
and when they know the facts they fly, fearing death 
more than disgrace; but the brave man is not that sort 

of person. 

(3) Passion also is sometimes reckoned as courage; 
those who act from passion, like wild beasts rushing 
at those who have wounded them, are thought to be 
brave, because brave men also are passionate; for 
passion above all things is eager to rush on danger, and 
hence Homer’s ‘put strength into his passion’^ and 
‘aroused their spirit and passion’^ and hard he 

breathedpanting’^and ‘his blood boiied’.s For all such 

expressions seem to indicate the stirring and onset o. 
passion. Now brave men act for honour s sake, but 
passion aids them; while wild beasts act under the 
influence of pain; for they attack because they have 
been wounded or because they are afraid, since if they 
are in a forest they do not come near one. Thus they 
are not brave because, driven by pain and passion, they 
rush on danger without foreseeing any 0 t e pen s, 
since at that rate even asses would be brave when they 
are hungry; for blows will not drive them from their 
food;|and lust also makes adulterers do many daring 
things. Those creatures are not brave, then, which are 

driven on todanger by pain or passion. Ihe courage 


.. L?.'c'tThTj’thrPhoaaL?d 

: ho..; I. . bond ,0 Tdooc. xx. 




[ni7®4] ETHICS HI. 8 [-25] 

that is due to passion seems to be the most natural, and 
to be courage if choice and motive be added. 

Men, then, as well as beasts, suffer pain when they 
are angry, and are pleased when they exact their re- 
venge; those who fight for these reasons, however, are 
pugnacious but not brave; for they do not act for 
honour’s sake nor as the rule directs, but from strength 
of feeling; they have, however, something akin to 
courage. 

(4) Nor are sanguine people brave; for they are 
confident in danger only because they have conquered 
often and against many foes. Yet they closely resemble 
brave men, because both are confident ; but brave men 
are confident for the reasons stated earlier,' while these 
are so because they think they are the strongest and 
can sufler nothing. (Drunken men also behave in this 
way; they become sanguine.) When their adventures 
do not succeed, however, they run away; but it was' 
the mark of a brave man to face things that are, and 
seem, terrible for a man, because it is noble to do so and 
disgraceful not to do so. Hence also it is thought the 
mark of a braver man to be fearless and undisturbed in 
sudden alarms than to be so in those that are foreseen* 
for it must have proceeded more from a state of cha- 
racter, because less from preparation; acts that are 
foreseen may be chosen by calculation and rule, but 

sudden actions must be in accordance with one’s state 
of character 

(5) People who are ignorant ot the danger also 
appear brave, and they are not far removed from those 
of a sanguine temper, but are inferior inasmuch as they 
have no self-reliance while these have. Hence also the 
sanguine hold their ground for a time; but those who 
have been deceived about tiie facts fly if they know or 
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suspect that these are different from what they su^ 
posed, as happened to the Argives when they fell in 
with the Spartans and took them for Sicyonians.' 

9. We have, then, described the character both of 
brave men and of those who are thought to be brave. 

Relation of courage to pain and pleasure 

Though courage is concerned with confidence 
and fear, it is not concerned with both alike, but more 
with the things that inspire fear; for he who is undis- 
turbed in face of these and bears himself as he should 
towards these b more truly brave than the man who 
does so towards the things that inspire confidence It is 
for facing what b painful, then, as has been said, that 
men are called brave. Hence also courage involves 
pain, and b justly prabed ; for it is harder to face what 
is painful than to abstain from what is pleasant. Yet the 
end which courage sets before itself would seem to be 
pleasant, Ibut to be concealed by the attending circum- 
stances, is happens also in athletic contests; for the 
end at which boxers aim is pleasan.-the crown and 
the honours-but the blows they take are distressi g 
to flesh and blood, and painful, and so is ‘heir who e 
exertion ; and because the blows and the exert ions are 

many the end, which b but small, appears to have 

1 . 1 * ir, it And so if the case of courage is 

nothing pleasant m it. Ana so, u i . 

similar, death and wounds will be painful to the brave 
rZ.nd against his will, but he will face them because 
it b noble to do so or because it is base not to do so. Am 
the more he b possessed of virtue in its r^ and ‘h 
haoDier he is the more he will be pained at the thought 
of dLth ; for life b best worth living for such ^ ^am and 
he b knowingly losing the greatest goods, 

. A. .hr Long Walt, of Conn.b. 39^ ».c. Cf. Xen. w. 4 . .0. 
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painful. But he is none the less brave, and perhaps all 
the more so, because he chooses noble deeds of war 
at that cost. It is not the case, then, with all the virtues 
that the exercise of them is pleasant, except in so far as 
it attains its end. But it is quite possible that the best sol- 
diers may be not men of this sort but those who are less 
brave but have no other good; for these are ready to 
face danger, and they sell their life for trifling gains. 

So much, then, for courage ; it is not difficult to grasp 
its nature in outline, at any rate, from what has been 
said. 


TEMPERANCE 

Temperance is limited to certain pleasures of touch 

10. After courage let us speak of temperance ; for these 
seem to be the virtues of the irrational parts. We have 
said' that temperance is a mean with regard to plea- 
sures (for it is less, and not in the same way, concerned 
with pains) ; self-indulgence also is manifested in the 
same sphere. Now, therefore, let us determine with 
what sort of pleasures they are concerned. We may 
assume the distinction between bodily pleasures and 
those of the soul, such as love of honour and love of 
learning; for the lover of each of these delights in that 
of which he is a lover, the body being in no way 
affected, but rather the mind; but men who are con- 
cerned with such pleasures are called neither temper- 
ate nor self-indulgent. Nor, again, are those who are 
concerned with the other pleasures that are not bodily; 
f or those who are fond of hearing and telling stories and 
who spend their days on anything that turns up are 
gossips, but not self-indulgent, nor are those who are 
pained at the loss of money or of friends. 

‘ ito7'’4-6. 
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Temperance must be concerned with bodily plea- 
sures, but not all even of these; for those who delight in 
objects of vision, such as colours and shapes and paint- 
ing, are called neither temperate nor self-indulgent; 
yet it would seem possible to delight even in these either 
as one should or to excess or to a deficient degree. 

And so too is it with objects of hearing; no one calls 
those who delight extravagantly in music or acting 
self-indulgent, nor those who do so as they ought 
temperate. 

Nor do we apply these names to those who delight in 
odour, unless it be incidentally; we do not call those 
self-indulgent who delight in the odour of apples or 
roses or incense, but rather those who delight in the 
odour of unguents or of dainty dishes ; for self-indulgent 
people delight in these because these remind them of 
the objects of their appetite. And one may see even 
other people, when they are hungry, delighting in the 
smell of food; but to delight in this kind of thing is the 
mark of the self-indulgent man; for these are objects of 
appetite to him. 

Nor is there in animals other than man any pleasure 
connected with these senses, except incidentally. For 
dogs do not delight in the scent of hares, but in the 
eating of them, but the scent told them the hares were 
there; nor does the lion delight in the lowing of the ox, 
but in eating it; but he perceived by the lowing that it 
was near, and therefore appears to delight in the low- 
ing; and similarly he docs not delight because he sees 
‘a stag or a wild goatV but because he is going to make 
a meal of it. Temperance and self-indulgence, however, 
are concerned with the kind of pleasures that the other 
animals share in, which therefore appear slavish and 
brutish; these are touch and taste. But even of taste 

‘ II. iii. 24. 
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they appear to make little or no use ; for the business of 
taste is the discriminating of flavours, which is done by 
wine-tasters and people who season dishes; but they 
hardly take pleasure in making these discriminations, 
or at least self-indulgent people do not, but in the actual 
enjoyment, which in all cases comes through touch, 
both in the case of food and in that of drink and in that 
of sexual intercourse. This is why a certain gourmand 
prayed that his throat might become longer than a 
crane’s, implying that it was the contact that he took 
pleasure in. [Thus the sense with which self-indulgence 
is connected is the most widely shared of the senses ; and 
self-indulgence would seem to be justly a matter of 
reproach, because it attaches to us not as men but as 
animals. To delight in such things, then, and to love 
them above all others, is brutish. For even of the plea- 
sures of touch the most refined have been eliminated, 
e.g. those produced in the gymnasium by rubbing and 
by the consequent heat; for the contact characteristic 
of the self-indulgent man does not affect the whole body 
but only certain parts. 


Characteristics oj temperance and its opposites^ self-indulgence 
and 'insensibility 

II. Of the appetites some seem to be common, others 
to be peculiar to individuals and acquired; e.g. the 
appetite for food is natural, since everyone who is 
without it craves for food or drink, and sometimes for 
both, and for love also (as Homer says)* ii ne is young 
and lusty; but not everyone craves for this or that kind 
of nourishment or love, nor for the same things. Hence 
such craving appears to be our very owm. Yet it has of 
course something natural about it; for difiTerent things 
are pleasant to different kinds of people, and some 

' ll. xxiv. 130. 
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things are more pleasant to everyone than chance 
objects. Now in the natural appetites few go wrong, 
and only in one direction, that of excess; for to eat or 
drink whatever offers itself till one is surfeited is to 
exceed the natural amount, since natural appetite is 
the replenishment of one’s deficiency. Hence these 
people are called belly-gods, this implying that they 
fill their belly beyond what is right. It is people of 
entirely slavish character that become like this. But 
with regard to the pleasures peculiar to individuals 
man y people go wrong and in many ways. For while 
the people who are ‘fond of so-and-so are so-called 
because they delight either in the wrong things, or 
more than most people do, or in the wrong way, the 
self-indulgent exceed in all three ways; they both de- 
light in some things that they ought not to delight in 
(since they are hateful), and if one ought to delight 
in some of the things they delight in, they do so more 
than one ought and than most men do. 

Plainly, then, excess w'ith regard to pleasures is self- 
indulgence and is culpable; with regard to pains one 
is not, as in the case of courage, called temperate for 
facing them or self-indulgent for not doing so, but the 
self-indulgent man is so called because he is pained 
more than he ought at not getting pleasant things (even 
his pain being caused by pleasure) , and the temperate 
man is so called because he is not pained at the absence 
of what is pleasant and at his abstinence from it.j 

The self-indulgent man, then, craves for al sajit 
things or those that are most pleasant, and is led by his 
appetite to choose these at the cost o! everything else; 
hence he is pained both when he fails to get them and 
when he is merely craving for them (for appetite in- 
volves pain) ; but it seems absurd to be “ 

sake of pleasure. People who fall short with regard to 
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pleasures and delight in them less than they should are 
hardly found ; for such insensibility is not human. Even 
the other animals distinguish different kinds of food 
and enjoy some and not others; and if there is anyone 
who finds nothing pleasant and nothing more attrac- 
tive than anything else, he must be something quite 
different from a man; this sort of person has not re- 
ceived a name because he hardly occurs. The temper- 
ate man occupies a middle position with regard to 
these objects. For he neither enjoys the things that the 
self-indulgent man enjoys most — but rather dislikes 
them — nor in general the things that he should not, 
nor anything of this sort to excess, nor does he feel pain 
or craving when they are absent, or does so only to a 
moderate degree, and not more than he should, nor 
when he should not, and so on; but the things that, 
being pleasant, make for health or for good condition, 
he will desire moderately and as he should, and also 
other pleasant things if they are not hindrances to these 
ends, or contrary to what is noble, or beyond his means. 
For he who neglects these conditions loves such plea- 
sures more than they are worth, but the temperate man 
is not that sort of person, but the sort of person that the 
right rule prescribes. 


Self-indulgence more Loluntary than cowardice: comparison of 
the self-indulgent man to the spoilt child 

12. Self-indulgence is more like a voluntary state than 
cowardice. For the former is actuated by pleasure, the 
latter by pain, of which tJie one is to be chosen and 
the other to be avoided; and pain upsets and destroys 
the nature of the person who feels it, while pleasure does 
nothing of the sort. Tiierefore self-indulgence is more 
voluntary. Hence also it is more a matter of reproach; 
for it is easier to become accustomed to its objects, since 
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there are many things of this sort in life, and the process 
of habituation to them is free from danger, while with 
tefrible objects the reverse is the case. But cowardice 
would seem to be voluntary in a different degree from 
its particular manifestations ; for it is itself painless, 
but in these we are upset by pain, so that we even throw 
down our arms and disgrace ourselves in other ways, 
hence our acts are even thought to be done under 
compulsion. For the self-indulgent man, on the other 
hand, the particular acts are voluntary (for he does 
them with craving and desire), but the whole state is 
less so; for no one craves to be self-indulgent. 

The name self-indulgence is applied also to childish 
faults;* for they bear a certain resemblance to what we 
have been considering. | Which is called after which, 
makes no difference to our present purpose; plainly, 
however, the later is called after the earlier. The trans- 
ference of the name seems not a bad one; for that which 
desires what is base and which develops quickly ought 

to be kept in a chastened condition, 
teristics belong above all to appetite and to the child 
since children in fact live at the beck and call of 
appetite, and it is in them that the desire for what^ 
peasant is strongest. If, then, it is not going to 
obedient and subject to the ruling principle, it will go 
to great lengths ; for in an irrational being the desire for 
picture is insatiable even if it tries every source of 
gratification, and the exercise of appetite mcreases iB 
innate force, and if appetites are strong and ^^ojent they 
even expel the power of calculation. Hence they should 
be modLte and few, and should in no way oppose the 
rational P-ciple-and this is what we^ca.l an obedient 

and chastened state and a 

. . ‘self-indulgent’, meant origin- 

‘ dH6?^amos, which we of spoilt cliildren. 

ally ‘uncbastened’ and was applied to me way 
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according to the direction of his tutor, so the appetitive 
element should live according to rational principle. 
Hence the appetitive element in a temperate man 


should harmonize with the rational principle; for the 
noble is the mark at which both aim, and the temperate 
man craves for the things he ought, as he ought, and 
when he ought; and this is what rational principle 
directs. 


Here we conclude our account of temperance. 
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VIRTUES CONCERNED WITH MONEY 

Liberality 

1. Let us speak next of liberality. It seems to be the 
mean with regard to wealth; for the liberal man is 
praised not in respect of military matters, nor of those 
in respect of which the temperate man is praised, nor 
of judicial decisions, but with regard to the giving and 
of wealth, and especially in respect of giving. 
Now by ‘wealth’ we mean all the things whose value is 
measured by money. Further, prodigality and mean- 
ness are excesses and defects with regard to wealth, 
and meanness we always impute to those who care 
more than they ought for wealth, but we sometimes 
apply the word ‘prodigality’ in a complex sense ; for we 
call those men prodigals who are incontinent and spend 
money on self-indulgence. Hence also they are thought 
the poorest characters; for they combine more vices 
than one. Therefore the application of the word to 
them is not its proper use ; for a ‘prodigal’ means a man 
who has a single evil quality, that of wasting his sub- 
stance; I since a prodigal is one who is being ruined 

by his own fault,' and the wasting of substance is 

thought to be a sort of ruining of oneself, life being held 

to depend on possession of substance. 

Thl then, is the sense in which we take the word 

‘prodigality’. Now the things that have a use may be 
used either well or badly ; and riches are a useful thing , 
and everything is used best by the man who ha he 
virtue concerned with it; riches, therefore, will be ^ed 
best by the man who has the virtue concerned with 

. - one »ho .. no, saved, who mined. 
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wealth ; and this is the liberal man. Now spending and 
giving seem to be the using of wealth ; taking and keep- 
ing rather the possession of it. Hence it is more the mark 
of the liberal man to give to the right people than to 
take from the right sources and not to take from the 
wrong. For it is more characteristic of virtue to do good 
than to have good done to one, and more characteristic 
to do what is noble than not to do what is base; and it 
is not hard to see that giving implies doing good and 
doing what is noble, and taking implies having good 
done to one or not acting basely. And gratitude is felt 
towards him who gives, not towards him who does not 
take, and praise also is bestowed more on him. It is 
easier, also, not to take than to give; for men are apter 
to give away their own too little than to take what is 
another’s. Givers, too, are called liberal ; but those who 
do not take are not praised for liberality but rather for 
justice; while those who take are hardly praised at all. 
And the liberal are almost the most loved of all virtuous 
characters, since they are useful; and this depends on 
their giving. 

Now virtuous actions are noble and done for the sake 
of the noble. Therefore the liberal man, like other 
virtuous men, will give for the sake of the noble, and 
rightly; for he will give to the right people, the right 
amounts, and at the right time, with all the other 
qualifications that accompany right giving; and that 
too with pleasure or without pain; (or that which is 
virtuous is pleasant or free from pain— least of all will 
it be painful. But he who gives to the wrong people or 
not for the sake of the noble but for some other cause, 
will be called not liberal but by some other name. Nor 
is he liberal who gives with pain; for he would prefer 
the wealth to the noble act, and this is not characteristic 
of a liberal man. But no more will the liberal man take 
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from wrong sources; for such taking is not charac- 
teristic of the man who sets no store by wealth. Nor will 
he be a ready asker; for it is not characteristic of a man 
who confers benefits to accept them lightly. But he will 
take from the right sources, e.g. from his own posses- 
sions, I not as something noble but as a necessity, that 
he may have something to give. Nor will he neglect his 
own property, since he wishes by means of this to help 
others. And he will refrain from giving to anybody and 
everybody, that he may have something to give to the 
right people, at the right tinae, and where it is noble to 
do so. It is highly characteristic of a liberal man also 
to go to excess in giving, so that he leaves too ittle for 
himself; for it is the nature of a liberal man not to look 
to hims elf. The term ‘liberality’ is used relatively 0 
a man’s substance; for liberality resid^ not in the 
multitude of the gifts but in the state “ff Varactor of 
the giver, and this is relative to the giver s substance. 

Them is therefore nothing “ 1 ;^“ 3'^^° 

gives less from being the more liberal man, he 

to give. Those are thought to be 

not made their wealth but inherited it; *e 

place they have no experience of want, and seco y 

parents and poets. It is noi y t^pnintr 

b.*h, h, i. « .p. £ 

but- at giving away, Hence comes the 

own sake but as a means g g 

charge that is brought aga-t fortune, tho. w 

deserve riches most get it le • ^ cannot have 

able that it should 

wealth, any more than S 

pains to have It. Yet hewn s 

nor at the wrong ^ liberality, and if 

longer be acting m accordance wi 
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he Spent on these objects he would have nothing to 
spend on the right objects. For, as has been said, he is 
liberal who spends according to his substance and on 
the right objects; and he who exceeds is prodigal. Hence 
we do not call despots prodigal ; for it is thought not 
easy for them to give and spend beyond the amount of 
their possessions. Liberality, then, being a mean with 
regard to giving and taking of wealth, the liberal man 
will both give and spend the right amounts and on the 
right objects, alike in small things and in great, and 
that with pleasure ; he will also take the right amounts 
and from the right sources. For, the virtue being a 
mean with regard to both, he will do both as he ought; 
since this sort of taking accompanies proper giving, and 
that which is not of this sort is contrary to it, and ac- 
cordingly the giving and taking that accompany each 
other are present together in the same man, while the 
contrary kinds evidently are not. | But if he happens to 
spend in a manner contrary to what is right and noble, 
he will be pained, but moderately and as he ought; for 
it is the mark of virtue both to be pleased and to be 
pained at the right objects and in the right way. 
Further, the liberal man is easy to deal with in money 
matters ; for he can be got the better of, since he sets 
no store by money, and is more annoyed if he has not 
spent something that he ought than pained if he has 
spent something that he ought not, and does not agree 
with the saying of Simonides.* 

The prodigal errs in these respects also; for he is 
neither pleased nor pained at the right things or in the 
right way; this will be more evident as we go on. We 
have said^ that prodigality and meanness are excesses 
and deficiencies, and in two things, in giving and tak- 
ing ; for we include spending under giving. Now prodi- 

* ‘It is better to be rich than clever.’ * 
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gality exceeds in giving and not taking, and falls short 
in taking, while meanness falls short in giving, and 
exceeds in taking, but only in small things. 

The characteristics of prodigality are not often com- 
bined; for it IS not easy to give to all if you take from 
none; private persons soon exhaust their substance 
with giving, and it is to these that the name of prodigals 
is applied— though a man of this sort would seem to be 
in no small degree better than a mean man. For he is 
easily cured both by age and by poverty, and thus he 
may move towards the middle state. For he has the 
characteristics of the liberal man, since he both gives 
and refrains from taking, though he does neither of 
these in the right manner or well. 1 herefore if he were 
brought to do so by habituation or in some other way, 
he would be liberal; for he will then give to the right 
people, and will not take from the wrong sources. This 
is why he is thought to have not a bad character; it is 
not the mark of a wicked or ignoble man to go to excess 
in giving and not taking, but only oi a foolish one. The 
man who is prodigal in this way is thought much better 
than the mean man both for the aforesaid reasons and 
because he benefits many while the other benefits no 

one, not even himself. 

But most prodigal people, as has been said,- also take 
from the wrong sources, and are m this respect mean. 
They become apt to take because they wish to spend 
and cannot do this easily; for their possessions soon 
run short. Thus they are forced to provide means from 
some other source, i At the same time, because they care 
nothing for honour, they take recklessly and from any 
source; for they have an ai>petite for giving, and they 
do not mind how or from what source. Hence also their 
giving is not liberal ; for it is not noble, nor does it aim 
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at nobility, nor is it done in the right way ; sometimes 
they make rich those who should be poor, and will give 
nothing to people of respectable character, and much 
to flatterers or those who provide them with some other 
pleasure. Hence also most of them are self-indulgent; 
for they spend lightly and waste money on their indul- 
gences, and incline towards pleasures because they do 
not live with a view to what is noble. 

The prodigal man, then, turns into what we have de- 
scribed if he is left untutored, but if he is treated with 
care he will arrive at the intermediate and right state. 
But meanness is both incurable (for old age and every 
disability is thought to make men mean) and more 
innate in men than prodigality; for most men are 
fonder of getting money than of giving. It also extends 
widely, and is multiform, since there seem to be many 
kinds of meanness. 

For it consists in two things, deficiency in giving and 
excess in taking, and is not found complete in all men 
but is sometimes divided; some men go to excess in 
taking, others fall short in giving. Those who are called 
by such names as ‘miserly’, ’close’, ‘stingy’, all fall short 
in giving, but do not covet the possessions of others nor 
wish to get them. In some this is due to a sort of honesty 
and avoidance of what is disgraceful (for some seem, 
or at least profess, to hoard their money for this reason, 
that they may not some day be forced to do something 
disgraceful; to this class belong the cheeseparer and 
everyone of the sort; he is so called from his excess of 
unwillingness to give anything) ; while others again 
keep their hands off the property of others from fear, 
on the ground that it is not easy, if one takes the pro- 
perty ot others oneself, to avoid having one’s own taken 
by them; they are therefore content neither to take 
nor to give. 
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Others again exceed in respect of taking by taking 
anything and from any source, e.g. those who ply 
sordid trades, pimps and all such people, and those 
who lend small sums and at high rates. | For all of tliese 
take more than they ought and from wrong sources. 
What is common to them is evidently sordid love of 
gain; they all put up with a bad name for the sake of 
gain, and little gain at that. For those who make great 
gains but from wrong sources, and not the right gains, 
e.g. despots when they sack cities and spoil temples, 
we do not call mean but rather wicked, impious, and 
unjust. But the gamester and the footpad [and the 
highwayman] belong to the class of the mean, since 
- they have a sordid love of gain. For it is for pm that 
both of them ply their craft and endure the dis^ace of 
it, and the one faces the greatest dangers for the sake 
of the booty, while the other makes gam from his 
friends, to whom he ought to be giving. Both, then, 
since they are wUling to make gain from wrong sources, 
are sordid lovers of gain; therefore all such forms of 


taking are mean. , , 

And it is natural that meanness is described as the 

contrary of liberality; for not only is it a greater evd 

than prodigality, but men err more often in this 

direction than in the way of prodigality as we have 


described it. 

So much, then 


, for liberality and the opposed vices. 


Magnificence 

t. It would seem proper to discuss magnificence nexU 
For this also seems to be a virtue concerned with 
wLth ; but it does not, like liberality, -t-d to^aU the 
actions that are concerned with wea t ^ 

those that involve expenditure ; and in 
liberality in scale. For, as the name itself suggests. 
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a fitting expenditure involving largeness of scale. But 
the scale is relative; for the expense of equipping a 
trireme is not the s^me as that of heading a sacred em- 
bassy. It is what is fitting, then, in relation to the agent, 
and to the circumstances and the object. The man who 
in small or middling things spends according to the 
merits of the case is not called magnificent (e.g. the 
man who can say ‘Many a gift I gave the wanderer’),* 
but only the man who does so in great things. For the 
magnificent man is liberal, but the liberal man is not 
necessarily magnificent. The deficiency of this state of 
character is called niggardliness, the excess vulgarity, 
lack of taste, and the like, which do not go to excess in 
the amount spent on right objects, but by showy ex- 
penditure in the wrong circumstances and the wrong 
manner; we shall speak of these vices later. ^ 

The magnificent man is like an artist; for he can see 
what is fitting and spend large sums tastefully. For, as 
we said at the beginning,^ | a state of character is deter- 
mined by its activities and by its objects. Now the 
expenses of the magnificent man are large and fitting. 
Such, therefore, are also his results; for thus there will 
be a great expenditure and one that is fitting to its 
result. Therefore the result should be worthy of the 
expense, and the expense should be worthy of the 
result, or should even exceed it. And the magnificent 
man will spend such sums for honour’s sake; for this is 
common to the virtues. And further he will do so gladly 
and lavishly; for nice calculation is a niggardly thing. 
And he will consider how the result can be made most 
beautiful and most becoming rather than for how much 
It can be produced and how it can be produced most 
cheaply. It is necessary, then, that the magnificent man 

‘ Od. s.v\i. 420. * ii23*J9-33. 

’ Not in so many words, but cf. 1 J03^2i-23, i ro4*27-29. 
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be also liberal. For the liberal man also will spend what 
he ought and as he ought ; and it is in these matters that 
the greatness implied in the name of the magnificent 
man — his bigness, as it were — is manifested, since 
liberality is concerned with these matters; and at an 
equal expense he will produce a more magnificent work 
of art. For a possession and a work of art have not the 
same excellence. The most valuable possession is that 
which is worth most, e.g. gold, but the most valuable 
work of art is that which is great and beautiful (for the 
contemplation of such a work inspires admiration, and 
so does magnificence) ; and a work has an excellence- 
viz. magnificence-which involves magnitude. Magni- 
ficence is an attribute of expenditures of the kind which 
we call honourable, e.g. those connected with the gods 
-votive offerings, buildings, and sacrifices--and simi- 
larly with any form of religious worship, and all those 
that are proper objects of public-spirited ambition, as 
when people think they ought to equip a chorus or a 
trireme, or entertain the city, in a brilliant way. But m 
all cases, as has been said,' we have regard to the agen 
as well and ask who he is and what means he has , fo 
the expenditure should be worthy of his 
suit not only the result but also the 
a poor man cannot be magnificent, since he 
the means with which to spend large sums > 

and he who tries is a fool, since he spends beyond wha 
can be expected of him and what is proper, but it ^nghl 
™endhL that is virtuous. But great expenditure 
Xoming to those who have suitable means to s art 
a“quiTed by their own efforts - 

or connexions, and to people o ig 

tion and so on- for all these things bring with them 

Jr^’tness and prestige. Primarily, then, the magnificent 

‘ "24-26. 
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man is of this sort, and magnificence is shown in ex- 
penditures of this sort, as has been said;* for these are 
the greatest and most honourable. Of private occasions 
of expenditure the most suitable are those that take 
place once for ail, e.g. a wedding or anything of the 
kind, 1 or anything that interests the whole city or the 
people of position in it, and also the receiving of foreign 
guests and the sending of them on their way, and gifts 
and counter-gifts; for the magnificent man spends not 
on himself but on public objects, and gifts bear some 
resemblance to votive offerings. A magnificent man 
will also furnish his house suitably to his wealth (for 
even a house is a sort of public ornament), and will 
spend by preference on those works that are lasting (for 
these are the most beautiful), and on every class of 
things he will spend what is becoming; for the same 
things are not suitable for gods and for men, nor in 
a temple and in a tomb. And since each expenditure 
may be great of its kind, and what is most magnificent 
absolutely is great expenditure on a great object, but 
what is magnificent here is what is great in these circum- 
stances, and greatness in the work differs from greatness 
in the expense (for the most beautiful ball or bottle is 
magnificent as a gift to a child, but theprice of it is small 
and mean), — therefore it is characteristic of the magni- 
ficent man, whatever kind of result he is producing, to 
produce it magnificently (for such a result is not easily 
surpassed) and to make it worthy of the expenditure. 

Such, then, is the magnificent man; the man who 
goes to excess and is vulgar exceeds, as has been said,* 
by spending beyond what is right. For on small objects 
ofexpenditure he spends much and displays a tasteless 
showiness; e.g. he gives a club dinner on the scale of 
a wedding banquet, and when he provides the chorus 


* 11. 19-23. 


1122*31-33, 
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for a comedy he brings them on to the stage in purple, 
as they do at Megara. And all such things he will do 
not for honour’s sake but to show off his wealth, and 
because he thinks he is admired for these things, 
and where he ought to spend much he spends little and 
where little, much. The niggardly man on the other 
hand will fall short in everything, and after spending 
the greatest sums will spoil the beauty of the result for 
a trifle, and whatever he is doing he will hesitate and 
consider how he may spend least, and lament even that, 
and think he is doing everything on a bigger scale than 

he ought. ^ . 

These states of character, then, are vices; yet they 

do not bring disgrace because they are neither harmful 

to one’s neighbour nor very unseemly. 


VIRTUES CONCERNED WITH HONOUR 

Pride 

3. Pride seems even from its name' to be concerned 
with great things; what sort of great things, B the first 
question we must try to answer. It makes no difference 
whether we consider the state of character or the m^ 
characterized by it. | Now the man is thought to be 
proud who thinks himself worthy of great thm^, bemg 
Lthy of them ; for he who does so beyond h« deserts ^ 

a fool, but no virtuous man is foohsb 

man, then, is the man we have ° 

worthy of great things, being unworthy of them, is 

u e.. th^ t.tvmological associatioas of tieyoAo- 

■ Trid.' of courso has not the '',,„,Ution. 

0vxfa, but seems in other rcspcc 
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vain ; though not every one who thinks himself worthy 
of more than he really is worthy of is vain. The man 
who thinks himself worthy of less than he is really 
worthy of is unduly humble, whether his deserts be 
great or moderate, or his deserts be small but his claims 
yet smaller. And the man whose deserts are great would 
seem most unduly humble; for what would he have 
done if they had been less? The proud man, then, is 
an extreme in respect of the greatness of his claims, but 
a mean in respect of the rightness of them ; for he claims 
what is in accordance with his merits, while the others 
go to excess or fall short. 

If, then, he deserves and claims great things, and 
above all the greatest things, he will be concerned with 
one thing in particular. Desert is relative to external 
goods; and the greatest of these, we should say, is that 
which we render to the gods, and which people of 
position most aim at, and which is the prize appointed 
for the noblest deeds; and this is honour; that is surely 
the greatest of external goods. Honours and dis- 
honours, therefore, are the objects with respect to 
which the proud man is as he should be. And even 
apart from argument it is w'ith honour that proud men 
appear to be concerned; for it is honour that they 
chiefly claim, but in accordance with their deserts. The 
unduly humble man falls short both in comparison 
w’lth his own merits and in comparison with the proud 
man’s claims. The vain man goes to excess in com- 
parison with his own raeriu, but does not exceed the 
proud man’s claims. 

Now the proud man, since he deserves most, must 
be good in the inghest degree ; for the better man always 
deserves more, and the best man most. Therefore the 
truly proud man must be good. And greatness in every 
virtue would seem to be characteristic of a proud man. 
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And it would be most unbecoming for a proud man to 
fly from danger, swinging his arms by his sides, or to 
wrong another ; for to what end should he do disgrace- 
ftil acts, he to whom nothing is great? If we consider 
him point by point we shall see the utter absurdity of 
a proud man who is not good. Nor, again, would he 
be worthy of honour if he were bad ; for honour is the 
prize of virtue, and it is to the good that it is rendered. 1 
Pride, then, seems to be a sort of crown of the virtues; 
for it makes them greater, and it is not found without 
them. Therefore it is hard to be truly proud ; for it is 
impossible without nobility and goodness of character. 
It is chiefly with honours and dishonours, then, that the 
proud man is concerned ; and at honours that are great 
and conferred by good men he will be moderately 
pleased, thinking that he is coming by his own or even 
less than his own; for there can be no honour that is 
worthy of perfect virtue, yet he will at any rate accept 
it since they have nothing greater to bestow on him, 
but honour from casual people and on trifling grounds 
he will utterly despise, since it is not this that he de- 
serves, and dishonour too, since in his case it cannot be 

just. In the first place, then, as has 

man is concerned with honours; yet e wi 

himself with moderation towards wealth 

and all good or evil fortune, whatever may befall him 

and wiU be neither over-joyed by good 
over-pained by evil. For not even towards honour does 

he bear himself as if it were a very great thing Power 

and wealth are desirable for the sake of 
those who have them w.sh to get honour by mean of 
them) • and for him to whom even honour s a httle 
thingVhe others must be so too. Hence proud men are 
thought to be disdainful. 

91 



[lI24*20] 


ETHICS IV. 3 [“^*3] 


The goods of fortune also are thought to contribute 
towards pride. For men who are well-bom are thought 
worthy of honour, and so are those who enjoy power or 
wealth ; for they are in a superior position, and every- 
thing that has a superiority in something good is held 
in greater honour. Hence even such things make men 
prouder; for they are honoured by some for having 
them; but in truth the good man alone is to be 
honoured; he, however, who has both advantages is 
thought the more worthy of honour. But those who 
without virtue have such goods are neither justified 
in making great claims nor entitled to the name of 
‘proud’ ; for these things imply perfect virtue. Disdain- 
ful and insolent, however, even those who have such 
goods become. For without virtue it is not easy to bear 
gracefully the goods of fortune; and, being unable to 
bear them, and thinking themselves superior to others,] 
they despise others and themselves do what they please. 
They imitate the proud man without being like him, 
and this they do where they can ; so they do not act vir- 
tuously, but they do despise others. For the proud man 
despises justly (since he thinks truly), but the many do 
so at random. 

He does not run into trifling dangers, nor is he fond 
of danger, because he honours few things; but he will 
face great dangers, and when he is in danger he is 
unsparing of his life, knowing that there are conditions 
on which life is not worth having. And he is the sort of 
man to confer benefits, but he is ashamed of receiving 
them ; for the one is the mark of a superior, the other of 
an inferior. And he is apt to confer greater benefits in 
return ; for thus the original benefactor besides being 
paid will incur a debt to him, and will be the gainer 
by the transaction. They seem also to remember any 
service they have done, but not those they have 
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received (for he who receives a service is inferior to him 
who has done it, but the proud man wishes to be 
superior), and to hear of the former with pleasure, of 
the latter with displeasure ; this, it seems, is why Thetis 
did not mention to Zeus the services she had done him,’ 
and why the Spartans did not recount their services 
to the Athenians, but those they had received.^ It is 
a mark of the proud man also to ask for nothing or 
scarcely anything, but to give help readily, and to be 
dignified towards people who enjoy high position and 
good fortune, but unassuming towards those of the 
middle class; for it is a difficult and lofty thing to be 
superior to the former, but easy to be so to the latter, 
and a lofty bearing over the former is no mark of ill- 
breeding, but among humble people it is as vulgar as 
a display of strength against the weak. Again, it is 
characteristic of the proud man not to aim at the things 
commonly held in honour, or the things in which 
others excel; to be sluggish and to hold back except 
where great honour or a great work is at slake, and to 
be a man of few deeds, but of great and notable ones. 
He must also be open in his hate and in his love (for to 
conceal one’s feelings, i.e. to care less for truth than 
for whatpeople will think, isacoward’spart), and must 
speak and act openly; for he is free of speech because 
he is contemptuous, and he is given to telling the truth, 
except when he speaks m irony to the vulgar He must 
be unable to make his life revolve round another, unless 
it be a friend ; I for this is slavish, and for ffiis reason all 
flatterers are servile and people lacking m self-respect 
are flatterers. Nor is he given to admiration; for 


369 B.C., it docs not agree with Xen. Hdl. vi. 5. S3 • 
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nothing to him is great. Nor is he mindful of wrongs; 
for it is not the part of a proud man to have a long 
memory, especially for wrongs, but rather to overlook 
them. Nor is he a gossip ; for he will speak neither about 
himself nor about another, since he cares not to be 
praised nor for others to be blamed; nor again is he 
given to praise; and for the same reason he is not 
an evil-speaker, even about his enemies, except from 
haughtiness. With regard to necessary or small matters 
he is least of all men given to lamentation or the asking 
of favours; for it is the part of one who takes such 
matters seriously to behave so with respect to them. He 
is one who will possess beautiful and profitless things 
rather than profitable and useful ones; for this is more 
proper to a character that suffices to itself. 

Further, a slow step is thought proper to the proud 
man, a deep voice, and a level utterance; for the man 
who takes few things seriously is not likely to be hurried, 
nor the man who thinks nothing great to be excited, 
while a shrill voice and a rapid gait are the results of 
hurry and excitement. 

Such, then, is the proud man; the man who falls 
short of him is unduly humble, and the man who goes 
beyond him is vain. Now these too are not thought 
to be bad (for they are not evil-doers), but only mis- 
taken. For the unduly humble man, being worthy of 
good things, robs himself of what he deserves, and 
seems to have something bad about him from the fact 
that he does not think himself worthy of good things, 
and seems also not to know himself; else he would have 
desired the things he was worthy of, since these were 
good. Yet such people are not thought to be fools, but 
rather unduly retiring. Such an estimate, however, 
seems actually to make them worse; for each class of 
people aims at what corresponds to its worth, and these 
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people stand back even from noble actions and under- 
takingS) deeming themselves unworthy, and from ex- 
ternal goods no less. Vain people, on the other hand, 
are fools and ignorant of themselves, and that mani- 
festly; for, not being worthy of them, they attempt 
honourable undertakings, and then are found out ; and 
they adorn themselves with clothing and outward show 
and such things, and wish their strokes of good fortune 
to be made public, and speak about them as if they 
would be honoured for them. But undue humility is 
more opposed to pride than vanity is; for it is both 
commoner and worse. 

Pride, then, is concerned with honour on the grand 
scale, as has been said.‘ i 


Tfu virtue intermediate between ambition and unambitiousness 

4. There seems to be in the sphere of honour also, as 
was said in our first remarks on the subject, " a virtue 
which would appear to be related to pride as liberality 
is to magnificence. For neither of these has anything to 
do with the grand scale, but both dispose us as is right 
with regard to middling and unimportant objects; as 
in getting and giving of wealth there is a mean and an 
excess and defect, so too honour may be desired more 
than is right, or less, or from the right sources and m the 
right way. We blame both the ambitious man as aimmg 
at honour more than is right and from wrong sources 
and the unambitious man as not willing to be honoured 
even for noble reasons. But sometimes we praise the 
ambitious man as being manly and a lover of what is 
noble, and the unambitious man as being moderate 
and self-controlled, as we said in our first trea^tment of 
the subject.3 Evidently, since ‘fond of such and such an 
object’ has more than one meaning, we do not assign 

‘ 1107^26. II23‘34-^22- ■ 
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the term ‘ambition* or ‘love of honour’ always to the 
same thing, but when we praise the quality we think 
of the man who loves honour more than most people, 
and when we blame it we think of him who loves it 
more than is right. The mean being .without a name, 
the extremes seem to dispute for its place as though that 
were vacant by default. But where there is excess and 
defect, there is also an intermediate; now men desire 
honour both more than they should and less; therefore 
it is possible also to do so as one should ; at all events this 
is the state of character that is praised, being an un- 
named mean in respect of honour. Relatively to ambi- 
tion it seems to be unambitiousness, and relatively to 
unambitiousness it seems to be ambition, while rela- 
tively to both severally it seems in a sense to be both 
together. This appears to be true of the other virtues 
also. But in this case the extremes seem to be contra- 
dictories because the mean has not received a name. 

THE VIRTUE CONCERNED WITH ANGER 
Good temper 

5. Good temper is a mean with respect to anger; the 
middle state being unnamed, and the extremes almost 
without a name as well, we place good temper in the 
middle position, though it inclines towards the defi- 
ciency, which is without a name. The excess might be 
called a sort of ‘irascibility’. For the passion is anger, 
while its causes arc many and diverse. 

The man who is angry at the right things and with 
the right people, and, further, as he ought, when he 
ought, and as long as he ought, is praised. This will be 
the good-tempered man, then, since good temper is 
praised. For the good-tempered man tends to be un- 
perturbed and not to be led by passion, but to be angry 
in tlie manner, at the things, and for the length of time, 

96 



[n 25 ‘’ 35 ] ETHICS IV. 5 [-1126*26] 

that the rule dictates ;[ but he is thought to err rather in 
the direction of deficiency ; for the good-tempered man 
is not revengeful, but rather tends to make allowances. 

The deficiency, whether it is a sort of ‘umrascibility 
or whatever it is, is blamed. For those who are not 
angry at the things they should be angry at are thought 
to be fools, and so are those who are not angry m the 
right way, at the right time, or with the right persons; 
for such a man is thought not to feel things nor to be 
pained by them, and, since he does not get angry, he is 
thought unlikely to defend himself; and toendure bemg 
insulmd and put up with insult to one’s friends iss av^h 
The excess can be manifested in all the points that 
have been named (for one can be angry with the wong 
persons, at the wrong things, more than is "ghfi 
quickly, or too long) ; yet all are not found in the same 
Jerson Indeed they could not; for evil destroys even 
itself, and if it is complete becomes unbearabl Now 
hot-tempered people get angry quickly 
wrong persons and at the wrong thin^ and 
is right! but their anger ceases 

best point about them. This happens to them becau e 

, P, , • .u.ir ancer but retaliate openly 

they do not restrain their ang 

owing to their quickness of temper and then their 

aneef ceases By reason of excess choleric people are 

Stempemd and ready to be angry with eve^- 
quicK tempercu . ^ ,he,r name. Sulky 

thmg and on every occasion 

people are ha PP gm j, ceases when 

long; for they ‘ geves them of their anger, 

producing in them P>^“ owing to its 

not being obvious no one g^ch people 

to digest ° hcmselves and to their dearest 

are most troublesome to t 
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friends. We call bad~UmpeTedxhost who are angry at the 
wrong things, more than is right, and longer, and can- 
not be appeased until they inflict vengeance or punish- 
ment. 

To good temper we oppose the excess rather than the 
defect ; for not only is it commoner (since revenge is the 
more human), but bad-tempered people are worse to 
live with. 

What we have said in our earlier treatment of the 
subject* is plain also from what we are now saying; viz. 
that it is not easy to define how, with whom, at what, 
and how long one should be angry, and at what point 
right action ceases and wrong begins. For the man who 
strays a little from the path, either towards the more or 
towards the less, is not blamed; since sometimes we 
praise those who exhibit the deficiency, and call them 
good-tempered, | and sometimes we call angry people 
manly, as being capable of ruling. How far, therefore, 
and how a man must stray before he becomes blame- 
worthy, it is not easy to state in words ; for the decision 
depends on the particular facts and on perception. But 
so much at least is plain, that the middle state is praise- 
worthy — that in virtue of which we are angry with the 
right people, at the right things, in the right way, and 
so on, while the excesses and defects are blameworthy 
— slightly so if they are present in a low degree, more if 
in a higher degree, and very much if in a high degree. 
Evidently, then, we must cling to the middle state. — 
Enough of the states relative to anger. 

VIRTUES OF SOCIAL INTERCOURSE 
Frundlimss 

6. In gatherings of men, in social life and the inter- 
change of words and deeds, some men are thought to 

* U09^i4-26. 
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be obsequious, viz. those who to give pleasure praise 
everything and never oppose, but think it their duty 
‘to give no pain to the people they meet ; while those 
who, on the contrary, oppose everything and care not 
a whit about giving pain are called churlish and con- 
tentious. That the states we have named are culpable 
is plain enough, and that the middle state is laudable 
that in virtue of which a man will put up with, and will 
resent, the right things and in the right way ; but no 
name has been assigned to it, though it most resembles 
friendship. For the man who corresponds to this middle 
state is very much what, with affection added, we call 
a good friend. But the state in question differs from 
friendship in that it implies no passion or affection for 
one’s associates ; since it is not by reason of loving or 
hating that such a man takes everything in the right 
way, but by being a man of a certain kind. For he will 
behave so alike towards those he knows and those he 
does not know, towards intimates and those who are 
not so, except that in each of these cases he will behave 
as is befitting; for it is not proper to have the same care 
for intimates and for strangers, nor again is it the same 
conditions that make it right to give pain to them. Now 
we have said generally that he will associate with 
people in the right way; but it is by reference to wha 
is hLourable and expedient that he will aim at no 
giving pain or at contributing pleasure. For he seems 
to be concerned with the pleasures and pains of social 
life; and wherever it is not honourable, or is harmfu 
for him to contribute pleasure, he will refuse, and will 

choose rather to give pain, aibu 1 

another’s action would bring disgrace, and that in a 
high degree, or injury, en HuU other, while his opposition 
bigs ! little pain, he will not acquiesce but will 
declfne. He will associate difierently with people in 
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high station and with ordinary people, with closer and 
more distant acquaintances, | and so too with regard 
to all other differences, rendering to each class what 
is befitting, and while for its own sake he chooses to 
contribute pleasure, and avoids the giving of pain, he 
will be guided by the consequences, if these are greater, 
i.e. honour and expediency. For the sake of a great 
future pleasure, too, he will inflict small pains. 

The man who attains the mean, then, is such as we 
have described, but has not received a name; of those 
who contribute pleasure, the man who aims at being 
pleasant with no ulterior object is obsequious, but the 
man who does so in order that he may get some advan- 
tage in the direction of money or the things that money 
buys is a flatterer; while the man who quarrels with 
everything is, as has been said,* churlish and conten- 
tious. And the extremes seem to be contradictory to 
each other because the mean is without a name. 

Truthfulness 

7. The mean opposed to boastfulness is found in almost 
the same sphere ; and this also is without a name. It will 
be no bad plan to describe these states as well ; for we 
shall both know the facts about character better if we 
go through them in detail, and we shall be convinced 
that the virtues are means if we see this to be so in all 
cases. In the field of social life those who make the 
giving of pleasure or pain their object in associating 
with others have been described;* let us now describe 
those who pursue truth or falsehood alike in words and 
deeds and in the claims they put forward. The boastful 
man, then, is thought to be apt to claim the things that 
bring glory, when he has not got them, or to claim more 
of them than he has, and the mock-modest man on the 

• ii25‘>i4-i 6. *Cb. 6. 
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Other hand to disclaim what he has or belittle it, while 
the man who observes the mean is one who calls a thing 
by its own name, being truthful both in life and in 
word, owning to what he has, neither to more nor to less. 
Now each of these courses may be adopted either with 
or without an object. But each man speaks and acts and 
lives in accordance with his character, if he is not acting 
for some ulterior object. And falsehood is in itself^ mean 
and culpable, and truth noble and worthy of praise. 
Thus the truthful man is another case of a man who, 
being in the mean, is worthy of praise, and both forms 
of untruthful man are culpable, and particularly the 


boastful man. 

Let us discuss them both, but first of all the truthhil 
man. We are not speaking of the man who keeps faith 
in his agreements, i.e. in the things that pertain to 
justice or injustice (for this would belong to another 
virtue), 1 but the man who in the matters m which 
nothing of this sort is at stake is true both m word and 
in life because his character is such. But such a man 
would seem to be as a matter of fact equitable. For the 
man who loves truth, and is truthful where nothing is 
at stake, will still more be truthful where something is at 
stake ; he will avoid falsehood as something base, seeing 
that he avoided it even for its own sake ; and such a man 
is worthy of praise. He inclines rather to understate the 
truth; for this seems in better taste because exaggera- 
tions are wearisome. 

He who claims more than he has wt h no ulterior 

object is a contemptible sort f ‘ 

would not have delighted in fahehood), but se^m^ 

futile rather than bad; but if he does it for an ob ec 

he who does it for the sake of reputation ^ 

(for a boaster) not very much to be blamed, but he who 

. . i... apart from any ut, trier objtc. it may serve. 
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does it for money, or the things that lead to money, is 
an uglier character (it is not the capacity that maktt 
the boaster, but the purpose; for it is in virtue of his 
state of character and by being a man of a certain kind 
that he is a boaster) ; as one man is a liar because he 
enjoys the lie itself, and another because he desires 
reputation or gain. Now those who boast for the sake 
of reputation claim such qualities as win praise or 
congratulation, but those whose object is gain claim 
qualities which are of value to one’s neighbours and 
one’s lack of which is not easily detected, e.g. the 
powers of a seer, a sage, or a physician. For this reason 
it is such things as these that most people claim and 
boast about ; for in them the above-mentioned qualities 
are found. 

Mock-modest people, who understate things, seem 
more attractive in character; for they are thought to 
speak not for gain but to avoid parade; and here too it 
is qualities which bring reputation that they disclaim, 
as Socrates used to do. Those who disclaim trifling and 
obvious qualities are called humbugs and are more 
contemptible ; and sometimes this seems to be boastful- 
ness, like the Spartan dress; for both excess and great 
deficiency are boastful. But those who use understate- 
ment with moderation and understate about matters 
that do not very much force themselves on our notice 
seem attractive. And it is the boaster that seems to be 
opposed to the truthful man; for he is the worse 
character. 

Ready wit 

8. Since life includes rest as well as activity, and in this 
is included leisure and amusement, there seems here 
also to be a kind of intercourse which is tasteful; | there 
is such a thing as saying — and again listening to — what 
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one should and as one should. The kind of people one 
is speaking or listening to will also make a difference. 
Evidently here also there is both an excess and a defi- 
ciency as compared with the mean. Those who carry 
humour to excess are thought to be vulgar buffoons, 
striving after humour atall costs, and aiming rather at 
raising a laugh than at saying what is becoming and 
at avoiding pain to the object of their fun ; while those 
who can neither make a joke themselves nor put up 
with those who do are thought to be boorish and 
unpolished. But those who joke in a tasteful way are 
called ready-witted, which implies a sort of readiness to 
turn this way and that; for such sallies are thought 
to be movements of the character, and as bodies are 
discriminated by their movements, so too are charac- 
ters. The ridiculous side of things is not far to seek, 
however, and most people delight more than they 
should in amusement and in jesting, and so even bul^ 
foons are called ready-witted because they are found 
attractive; but that they differ from the ready-witted 
man, and to no small extent, is clear from what has 


been said. . . . , 

To the middle state belongs also tact; it is the mark 

of a tactful man to say and listen to such things as befit 
a good and well-bred man; for there are some things 
that it befits such a man to say and to hear by way o 
jest, and the well-bred man’s jesting differs that 
of a vulgar man, and the joking of an educated man 
from thit of an uneducated. One may see this even 
from the old and the new comedies; to the authors of 
the former indecency of language was ‘ 

those of the latter innuendo is more ^ J ^ 

in no small degree in respect of propriety. Now should 

we define the man who jokes well by his saying what is 

not unbecoming to a well-bred man, or by his not giving 
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pain, or even giving delight, to the hearer? Or is the 
latter definition, at any rate, itself indefinite, since 
different things are hateful or pleasant to different 
people? The kind of jokes he v\dll listen to will be the 
same ; for the kind he can put up with are also the kind 
he seems to make. There are, then, jokes he will not 
make ; for the jest is a sort of abuse, and there are things 
that lawgivers forbid us to abuse ; and they should, per- 
haps, have forbidden us even to make a jest of such. 
The refined and well-bred man, therefore, will be as 
we have described, being as it were. a law to himself. 

Such, then, is the man who observes the mean, 
whether he be called tactful or ready-witted. The 
buffoon, on the other hand, is the slave of his sense of 
humour, and spares neither himself nor others if he 
can raise a laugh, and says things none of which a man 
of refinement would say, and to some of which he 
would not even listen. | The boor, again, is useless for 
such social intercourse; for he contributes nothing and 
finds fault with everything. But relaxation and amuse- 
ment are thought to be a necessary element in life. 

The means in life that have been described, then, are 
three in number, and are all concerned with an inter- 
change of words and deeds of some kind. They differ, 
however, in that one is concerned with truth, and the 
other two with pleasantness. Of those concerned with 
pleasure, one is displayed in jests, the other in the 
general social intercourse of life. 

A QUASI-VIRTUE 

Shame 

9. Shame should not be described as a virtue; for it is 
more like a passion than a state of character. It is de- 
fined, at any rate, as a kind of fear of dishonour, and 
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produces an effect similar to that produced by fear of 
danger; for people who feel disgraced blush, and those 
who fear death turn pale. Both, therefore, seem to be m 

asensebodilyconditions, which is thought to be charac- 
teristic of passion rather than of a state of character. 

The passion is not becoming to every age, but only 
to youth. For we think young people should be prone 
to shame because they live by passion and therefore 
commit many errors, but are restrained by shame; 
and we praise young people who are prone to this 
passion, but an older person no one would praise for 
Ling prone to the sense of disgrace, since we think 
he should not do anything that need cause this sense_ 
For the sense of disgrace is not even characteristic of 
a good man,' since it is consequent on bad actions (for 
such actions should not be done ; and if some actions 
are disgraceful in very truth and others only according 
to common opinion, this makes no difference, for 
neither class of actions should be done, so ^ 

grace should be felt) ; and it is a -if a bad man ^v^n 

to be such as to do any disgraceful action. To be so 
constituted as to feel disgraced if one ^ 

action, and for this reason to f 

absurd; for it is for voluntary actions that shame is felt 

and the good man will never voluntarily do bad 
ana me guuu , conditionally 

actions. But shame may b ^^Hnns he will 

leel > ^ , y- shamelessness-not to be 

‘.z: 'd rfd.i.s 1»« td 

justice. 1 

* se. still less is it itself a virtue. 
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BOOK V- MORAL VIRTUE {cont,) 


*t******* ************************************************* t n * n > » 

justice: its sphere and outer nature: 

IN WHAT SENSE IT IS A MEAN 

The just as the lawful [universal justice) and the just as the 

fair and equal [particular justice) : the former considered 

1. With regard to justice and injustice we must con- 
sider ( I ) what kind of actions they are concerned with, 
(2) what sort of mean justice is, and (3) between what 
extremes the just act is intermediate. Our investigation 
shall follow the same course as the preceding discussions. 

We see that all men mean by justice that kind of state 
of character which makes people disposed to do what 
is just and makes them act justly and wish for what is 
just; and similarly by injustice that state which makes 
them act unjustly and wish for what is unjust. Let us 
too, then, lay this down as a general basis. For the same 
is not true of the sciences and the faculties as of states 
of character. A faculty or a science which is one and 
the same is held to relate to contrary objects, but a state 
of character which is one of two contraries does not 
produce the contrary results; e.g. as a result of health 
we do not do what is the opposite of healthy, but only 
what is healthy; for we say a man walks healthily, 
when he walks as a healthy man would. 

Now often one contrary state is recognized from its 
contrary, and often states are recognized from the 
subjects that exhibit them; for (a) if good condition is 
known, bad condition also becomes known, and (b) 
good condition is known from the things that are in 
good condition, and they from it. If good condition is 
firmness of flesh, it is necessary both that bad condition 
should be flabbiness of flesh and that the wholesome 
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should be that which causes firmness in flesh. And it 
follows for the most part that if one contraiy is ambi- 
guous the other also will be ambiguous ; e.g. that il just 

is so, ‘unjust’ will be so too. ^ 

Now ‘justice’ and ‘injustice’ seem to be ambiguot^, 

but because their different meanings approach near to 

one another the ambiguity escapes notice and is not 

obvious as it is, comparatively, when the meanings are 

far apart, e.g. (for here the difference m 

is great) as the ambiguity in the use of kleishr the 

coUar-bone of an animal and for that with which we 

lock a door. Let us take as a “ 

various meanings of ‘an unjust man . Both he bwte 
man and the grasping and unfair man are thought to 
be unjust, so that evidently both ‘he law-abidmg^d 
the fair man will be just. The just ‘he". - 
and the fair, the unjust the unlawful and the urfam | 
Since the unjust man is grasping, he must be con 

solutely are ^ for and pursue 

res::h^gs:rufrhey shoujd^ 

So. ,t 

.“To ' ii.TiLjo T «« «t “ 

greater, but also the les 

absolutely; but because directed at 

to be in a sense good, an g P grasping. And 
the good, therefore he is thought to be^msp.ng 

he b ^‘^‘"seen- to be unjust and the 

Smce the lawless y^^dy all lawful acts are in 

law-abWing down by the legblative 

a sense just acts ; for the ac 
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art are lawful, and each of these, we say, is just. Now 
the laws in their enactments on all subjects aim at the 
common advantage either of all or of the best or of 
those who hold power, or something of the sort ; so that 
in one sense we call those acts just that tend to produce 
and preserve happiness and its components for the 
political society. And the law bids us do both the acts 
of a brave man (e.g. not to desert our post nor take to 
flight nor throw away our arms), and those of a tem- 
perate man (e.g. not to commit adultery nor to gratify 
one’s lust), and those of a good-tempered man (e.g. 
not to strike another nor to speak evil), and similarly 
with regard to the other virtues and forms of wicked- 
ness, commanding some acts and forbidding others; 
and the rightly-framed law does this rightly, and the 
hastily conceived one less well. 

This form of justice, then, is complete virtue, al- 
though not without qualification, but in relation to our 
neighbour. And therefore justice is often thought to be 
the greatest of virtues, and ‘neither evening nor morn- 
ing star’ is so wonderful ; and proverbially ‘in justice is 
every virtue comprehended’. And it is complete virtue 
in its fullest sense because it is the actual exercise of 
complete virtue. It is complete because he who posses- 
ses it can exercise his virtue not only in himself but to- 
wards his neighbour also ; for many men can exercise 
virtue in their own affairs, but not in their relations to 
their neighbour, | This is why the saying of Bias is 
thought to be true, that ‘rule will show the man’ ; for a 
ruler is necessarily in relation to other men, and a mem- 
ber of a society. For this same reason justice, alone of 
the virtues, is thought to be ‘another’s good’,* because it 
is related to our neighbour; for it does what is advan- 
tageous to another, either a ruler or a co-partner. Now 
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the worst man is he who exercises his wickedness both 
towards himself and towards his friends, and the best 
man is not he who exercises his virtue towards himself 
but he who exercises it towards another; for this is a 
difficult task. Justice in this sense, then, is not part of 
virtue but virtue entire, nor is the contrary mjusuce a 
part of vice but vice entire. What the difference is be- 
tween virtue and justice in this sense is plain from wha 
we have said ; they are the same but their essence is n 
the same ; what, as a relation to one s n<=;ghbot‘MS 
tice is, as a certain kind of state without qualification, 

.. wi« « •" .w 

while the man who exhibits in 

ofwickedness acts wrong ymje^,^.^ 

{e.g. the man who through bad temper or 

cowardice or speab har y meanness), 

fads to help a Iften exhibits none of 

when a man acts gf but certainly wicked- 

ness of some kind (lor - ■ • .[ce which is a part 

There is, then, another kind of ‘ ,be word 

of injustice in the wide sens , 

Wjust’ which P Ihe law’. Again, if one 

the wide sense of con ^ ^ 

man commits ^joes so at the bidding of 

money by it, while a penalized for it, 

e;» Si b. 
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grasping, but the former is unjust, but not self-indul- 
gent; evidently, therefore, he is unjust by reason of his 
making gain by his act. Again, all other unjust acts are 
ascribed invariably to some particular kind of wicked- 
ness, e.g. adultery to self-indulgence, the desertion of 
a comrade in battle to cowardice, physical violence to 
anger ; but if a man makes gain, his action is ascribed to 
no form of wickedness but injustice. Evidently, there- 
fore, there is apart from injustice in the wide sense 
another, ‘particular’, injustice which shares the name 
and nature of the first, because its definition falls within 
the same genus ; ] for the significance of both consists in 
a relation to one’s neighbour, but tlie one is concerned 
with honour or money or safety — or that which in- 
cludes all these, if we had a single name for it — and its 
motive is the pleasure that arises from gain; while the 
other is concerned with all the objects with which the 
good man is concerned. 

It is clear, then, that there is more than one kind of 
justice, and that there is one which isdistinct from virtue 
entire; we must try to grasp its genus and differentia. 

The unjust has been divided into the unlawful and 
the unfair, and the just into the lawful and the fair. To 
the unlawful answers the aforementioned sense of in- 
justice. But since the unfair and the unlawful are not 
the same, but are different as a part is from its whole 
(for all that is unfair is unlawful, but not all that is 
unlawful is unfair), the unjust and injustice in the sense 
of the unfair are not the same as but different from the 
former kind, as part from whole; for injustice in this 
sense is a part of injustice in the wide sense, and simi- 
larly justice in the one sense of justice in the other. 
Therefore we must speak also about particular justice 
and particular injustice, and similarly about the just 
and the unjust. The justice, then, which answers to the 
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whole of virtue, and the corresponding injustice, one 
being the exercise of virtue as a whole, and the other 
that of vice as a whole, towards one’s neighbour, we 
may leave on one side. And how the meanings of just 
and ‘unjust’ which answer to these are to be distm- 
guished is evident ; for practically the majority of the 
acts commanded by the law are those which are pre- 
scribed from the point of view of virtue taken as a 
whole; for the law bids us practise every virtue and 
forbids us to practise any vice. And the things that tend 
to produce virtue taken as a whole are those of the acU 
prLribed by the law which have been prescribed with 
a view to education for the common good. But with 
regard to the education of the individual as such, which 
mLes him without qualification a good man, we must 

determine later' whether this 

political art or of another ; for perhaps u is 

to be a good man and a good citizen of any state taken 

Oftardcular justice and that which is just in the 
cor°Lponding se'nse, (a) one kind is that wl-ch - mani- 
fested in distdbutions of honour or "'°"^r the 
things that fall to be 

a share in the constitu non ( or m these P 

one man to have a snare k 

.h.. ..d W ™ 'S »;:i 

fying part m transaction 

Of this there are twodv^,oJ^«^^ 

are voluntary and (2) oth loan forconsump- 

:rn“rryT wMi: of the involuntary (u) some 
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are clandestine, such as theft, adultery, poisoning, 
procuring, enticement of slaves, assassination, f^e 
witness, and (b) others are violent, such as assault, im- 
prisonment, murder, robbery with violence, mutila- 
tion, abuse, insult. 

Distributive justice, in accordance with geometrical proportion 

3. (a) We have shown that both the unjust man and 
the unjust act are unfair or unequal ; now it is clear that 
there is also an intermediate between the two unequals 
involved in either case. And this is the equal ; for in any 
kind of action in which there is a more and a less there 
is also what is equal. If, then, the unjust is unequal, the 
just is equal, as all men suppose it to be, even apart 
from argument. And since the equal is intermediate, 
the just will be an intermediate. Now equality implies 
at least two things. The just, then, must be both inter- 
mediate and equal and relative (i.e. for certain per- 
sons) . And qua intermediate it must be between certain 
things (which are respectively greater and less) ; qua 
equal, it involves two things; qua just, it is for certain 
people. The just, therefore, involves at least four terms; 
for the persons for whom it is in fact just are two, and 
the things in which it is manifested, the objects distri- 
buted, are two. And the same equality will exist 
beUveen the persons and between the things con- 
cerned ; for as the latter — the things concerned — are re- 
lated, so are the former; if they are not equal* they will 
not have what is equal, but this is the origin of quar- 
rels and complaints — when either equals have and are 
awarded unequal shares, or unequals equal shares. Fur- 
ther, this is plain from the fact that awards should be 
‘according to merit’; for all men agree that what is just 
in distribution must be according to merit in some sense, 
though they do not all specify the same sort of merit. 
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butdemocrats identiiy it with the status of freeman, sui> 
potters of oligarchy with wealth (or with noble birth), 
ano supporters of aristocracy with excellence. 

The just, then, is a species of the proportionate (pro- 
portion being not a property only of the kind of number 
which consists of abstract units, but of number in 
general). For proportion is equality of ratios, and in- 
volves four terms at least (that discrete proportion 
involves four terms is plain, but so does continuous 
proportion, for it uses one term as two and mentions 
ft twice ■ 1 e g. ‘as the line A is to the line B, so is the line 
B to the’ line C’ ; the line B, then, has been mentioned 
twice so that if the line B be assumed twice, the pro- 
portional terms will be four) ; and thejust, too, invo ve^ 
ft least four terms, and the ratio between one pa r « 
the same as that between the other P^‘^’ ^ " 

a simUar distinction between the persons 
the things. As the term then is to B, so^U C be to 

D, and therefore, alterriando, as A is to C, B “ ‘0 _ 

Therefore also the whole is ^ j 

whole;- and this coupling the distribution effects, and, 

if the terms are so combined, effects justly. Th^ conjunc 

tion, then, of the term A with C and of B- h D - -hat is 

s?3rs^:«tesd^r^ 

geometrical; for it is in geometrical proportion 


* Person A + thiog C to person the distribuUble 

• The problem of to one another as arc the merits 

honour or reward into parts >vhich are to o 

of the persons who arc to paru.ipate. portiool : D (second 

A (first person): B (second person) - ^ 

portion), ^ 

then (alUrnando) A : O a . n • R + D :: A : B. 
and therefore {emponendo) A - „ to the relative merits of 

In other words the position established answers 

the parties. 
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follows that the whole is to the whole as either part i* to 
the corresponding part.) This proportion is not conti- 
nuous; for we cannot get a single term standing for 
a person and a thing. 

This, then, is what the just is— the proportional; the 
unjust is what violates the proportion. Hence one term 
becomes too great, the other too small, as indeed 
happens in practice ; for the man who acts unjustly has 
too much, and the man who is unjustly treated too 
little, of what is good. In the case of evil the reverse is 
true ; for the lesser evil is reckoned a good in comparison 
with the greater evil, since the lesser evil is rather to be 
chosen than the greater, and what is worthy of choice 
is good, and what is worthier of choice a greater good. 

This, then, is one species of the just. 

Rectificatory justice^ in accordance with arithmetical pro- 
gression 

4. (b) The remaining one is the rectificatory, which 
arises in connexion with transactions both voluntary 
and involuntary. This form of the just has a different 
specific character from the former. For the justice 
which distributes common possessions is always in 
accordance with the kind of proportion mentioned 
above* (for in the case also in which the distribution is 
made from the common funds of a partnership it will 
be according to the same ratio which the funds put 
into the business by the partners bear to one another) ; 
and the injustice opposed to this kind of justice is that 
which violates the proportion. But the justice in transac- 
tions between man and man is a sort of equality indeed, 
and the injustice a sort of inequality; | not according 
to that kind of proportion, however, but according to 
arithmetical proportion. For it makes no difference 

* !. 12 f. 
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whether a good man has defrauded a bad man or a bad 
man a good one, nor whether it is a good or a bad man 
that has committed adultery; the law looks only to 
the distinctive character of the injury, and treats the 
parties as equal, if one is in the wrong and the other 
is being wronged, and if one inflicted injury and the 
other has received it. Therefore, this kind of mjustme 
being an inequality, the judge tries to equalize it; for 
in the case also in which one has received and the other 
has inflicted a wound, or one has slam and the other 
been slain, the suffering and the action have been 
unequally distributed ; but the judge tries to equalize 
things by means of the penalty, taking away frorn he 
gain of the assailant. For the term gam is applied 
generally to such cases-^ven if it be no. a term appr<> 
priate to certain cases, e.g. to the person who mfi.c« 
a wound-and ‘loss’ to the sufferer ; at all events when 
the suffering has been estimated, the one is called loss 
and the othergain. Therefore the equal is intermediate 
between the greater and the less, but the gam and the 
Wre respectively greater and less in — ry 

more of the good and less of the evil 

contrary is loss; intermediate b^w^" ^e- 

re’juSce^ill be the -termediate between loss and 

eain This is why, when people dispute, they take 
refuge in the judge; o®be'a°son of 

mediate, and ge'thlt is intermediate 

on the assumption that 1 they g 

they will get what is jus . Th 
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unequal parts, and he took away that by which the 
greater segment exceeds the half, and added it to the 
smaller segment. And when the whole has been equally 
divided, then they say they have ‘their own’— i.e. when 
they have got what is equal. The equal is intermediate 
between the greater and the lesser line according to 
arithmetical proportion. It is for this reason also ^at 
it is called just {dikaion), because it is a division into 
two equal parts (dikha), just as if one were to call it 
dikaion ; and the judge (dikastes) is one who bisects 
{dikhastes). For when something is subtracted from one 
of two equals and added to the other, the other is in 
excess by these two ; since if what was taken from the 
one had not been added to the other, the latter would 
have been in excess by one only. | It therefore exceeds 
the intermediate by one, and the intermediate exceeds 
by one that from which something was taken. By this, 
then, we shall recognize both what we must subtract 
from that which has more, and what we must add to 
that which has less; we must add to the latter that by 
which the intermediate exceeds it , andsubtract from the 
greatest that by which it exceeds the intermediate. Let 
the lines AA', BB', CG' be equal to one another; from 
the line AA' let the segment AE have been subtracted, 
and to the line CC' let the segment CD’ have been 
added, so that the whole line DCG' exceeds the line 
EA' by the segment CD and the segment GF ; therefore 
it exceeds the line BB' by the segment CD. 

A E A' 








^ SC, equal to AE. 
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These names, both loss and gain, have come from 
voluntary exchange; for to have more than one s owii 
is called gaining, and to have less than ones original 
share is called losing, e.g. in buying and selling and m 
all other matters in which the law has left people free 
to make their own terms; but when they get neither 
more nor less but just what belongs to themselves, they 
say that they have their own and that they neither lose 

nor gain. , ^ ^ 

Therefore the just is intermediate between a sort of 

gain and a sort of loss,viz. those which are ‘"''olunta^ ; 
it consists in having an equal amount before and after 

the transaction. 

Justice in exchange, reciprocity in accordance with pro- 
portion 

5. Some think that reciprocity is without qualification 
fust as the Pythagoreans said; for they defined justice 
llom qualificatln as reciprocity. Now m^roaty 

JeopTe it even the justice of Rhadamanthus to mean 

this: ,j 

Should a man suffer what he did, rightjust.ee would 

be done 

-for in many cases ^^“P™“‘f\"fXcl?harfnCe“ 

are be wounded in return, and if 

a wound, he should not to be 

someone has wounded a Jin 

wounded only but pnn ^ ^lontary and an 

there is a ^“^..ociations for exchange this 

mvoluntary together-reciprocity in 

sort of justice doe and not on the basis of 

accordance with a proportion and nor 
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precisely equal return. For it is by proportionate re- 
quital that the city holds together. Men seek to retiKu 
either evil for evil— and if they cannot do so, think 
their position mere slavery — | or good for good— and if 
they cannot do so there is no exchange, but it is by 
exchange that they hold together. This is why they give 
a prominent place to the temple of the Graces— to 
promote the requital of services; for this is character- 
istic of grace — we should serve in return one who has 
shown grace to us, and should another time take the 
initiative in showing it. 

Now proportionate return is secured by cross-con- 
junction. ’ Let A be a builder, B a shoemaker, G a house, 
D a shoe. The builder, then, must get from the shoe- 
maker the latter’s work, and must himself give him in 
return his own. If, then, first there is proportionate 
equality of goods, and then reciprocal action takes 
place, the result we mention will be effected. If not, the 
bargain is not equal, and does not hold; for there is 
nothing to prevent the work of the one being better 
than that of the other; they must therefore be equated. 
(And this is true of the other arts also; for they would 
have been destroyed if what the patient suffered had 
not been just what the agent did, and of the same 
amount and kind.^) For it is not two doctors that 

* The working of ‘proportionate reciprocity’ is not very clearly 
described by Aristotle, but seems to be as follows. A and B are workers 
in different trades, and will normally be of different degrees of ‘worth’. 
Their products, therefore, will also have unequal worth, i.e. (though 
Aristotle does not expressly reduce the question to one of time) if 
A = nB, C (wh.»t A makes, say, in an hour) will be worth n times as 
much as D (what B makes in an hour). A fair exchange will then take 
place if A gets nD and R gets i C; i.e. if A gives what it takes him an 
hour to make, in exchange for what it takes B n hours to make. 

* This sentence convevs a natural enough thought, and echoes 
closely the language of Ri. Gt-re. 476 b-d. But it seems to have no 
relevance to the context, and probably we have here the unsuccess- 
ful attempt of an early editor to fmd a suitable place for an isolated 
note of Aristotle’s. 


I18 



[ii 33 *> 7 ] ethics v. 5 [-” 3 ] 

associate for exchange, but a doctor and a farmer, or 
in general people who are dilfcrent and unequal ; but 
these must be equated. This is why all things that are 
exchanged must be somehow comparable. It is for this 
end that money has been introduced, and it becomes 
in a sense an intermediate ; for it measures all things, 
and therefore the excess and the defect— how many 
shoes are equal to a house or to a given amount of food. 
The number of shoes exchanged for a house [or for 
a given amount of food] must therefore correspond to 
the ratio of builder to shoemaker. For if this be not so, 
there will be no exchange and no intercourse. And this 
proportion will not be effected unless the goods are 
somehow equal. All goods must therefore be measured 
by some one thing, as we said before.' Now this unit 
is in truth demand, which holds all things together (for 
if men did not need one another’s goods at all, or did 
not need them equally, there would be either no ex- 
change or not the same exchange) ; but money has 
become by convention a sort of representative of 
demand; and this is why it has the name rnoney^ 
(nominm.)-because it exists not by nature but by law 
[nomos) and it is in our power to change it make ,t 
useless. There will, then, be reciprocity when the terms 
have been equated so that as farmer is to shoemaker 
the amount of the shoemaker’s work ^ to that of the 
farmer’s work for which it exchanges. | Bu t we must not 
bring them into a figure of proportion when they have 

already exchanged (otherwise ""e 

both excesses), but when they still have their 0 

goods.'' Thus they are equals and associatesjust because 

• which has cau^d 

explained by a reference to ix. • ^Lverai Hiov, dAA’ 

chapter shows Uia. 

flaov irpb irl^ The re 
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this equality can be effected in their case. I^t A be a 
farmer, C food, B a shoemaker, D his product equated 
to G. If it had not been possible for reciprocity to be 
thus effected, there would have been no association of 
the parties. That demand holds things together as 
a single unit is shown by the fact that when men do not 
need one another, i.e. when neither needs the other or 
one does not need the other, they do not exchange, as 
we do when someone wants what one has oneself, 
e.g. when people permit the exportation of com in 
exchange for wine. This equation therefore must be 
established. And for the future exchange— that if we 
do not need a thing now we shall have it if ever we do 
need it— money is as it were our surety; for it must be 
possible for us to get what we want by bringing the 
money. Now the same thing happens to money itself 
as to goods — it is not always worth the same; yet it 
tends to be steadier. This is why all goods must have 
a price set on them; for then there will always be 
exchange, and if so, association of man with man. 
Money, then, acting as a measure, makes goods com- 
mensurate and equates them; for neither would there 
have been association if there were not exchange, nor 
exchange if there were not equality, norequality if there 
were not commensurability. Now in tmth it is impossi- 
ble that things differing so much should become com- 
mensurate, but with reference to demand they may 

Aristotle’s mcaaing here must be that people must not exchange goods 
in random amounts and then bring themselves into a ‘figure of pro- 
portion’. For each will then set an unduly high value on the goods he 
has parted with and an unduly low value on those he has received; and 
any adjustment that is made will be decided by their respective powers 
of bluff. One party will have ‘both excesses’ over the other, since what 
he gets will exceed the mean and what the other man gets will fall short 
of it (cf. 1 132 * 32 -‘’ 2 ). The only fair method is for each to set a value 
on his own and on the other’s goods before they exchange, and for them 
to come to an agreement if they can. 
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become so sufficiently. There must, then, be a unit, and 
that fixed by agreement (for which reason it is called 
money) for it is this that makes all things commen- 
surate, since all things are measured by money. Let A 
be a house, B ten minae, C a bed. A is half of B, if the 
house is worth five minae or equal to them ; the bed, O, 
is a tenth of B; it is plain, then, how many beds are 
equal to a house, viz. five. That exchange took place 
thus before there was money is plain; for it makes no 
difference whether it is five beds that exchange for 

a house, or the money value of five beds. 

We have now defined the unjust and the just. These 
having been marked off from each other, it is plain that 

just action is 

being unjustly treated; for the one is to have 

and the other to have too little. Justice -s a Itind of 

mean, but not in the same way as the other vrtues but 

because it relates to an 

injustice relates to the extremes. [ J>^st.ce ^ tha 
virtue of which the just man is said to be a doer by 
choice, of that which is just, and one who '“"bute 
either between himself and another or be^ en two 
others not so as to give more of what is ^^le 
himself and less to his neighbour and ^ 

what is harmful), but so as 

ing between two other persons. 

viz because it is productive of excess and defect in 
one’s own case f , „hile in the case of others 

it is as a whole like what it is 


‘ Cf. ‘30- 
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proportion may be violated in either direction. In the 
unjust act to have too little is to be unjustly treated;,to 

have too much is to act unjustly. 

Let this be taken as our account of the nature of 
justice and injustice, and similarly of the just and the 


unjust in general. 


Political justice and analogous kinds of justice 

6. Since acting unjustly does not necessarily imply be- 
ing unjust, we must ask what sort of unjust acts imply 
that the doer is unjust with respect to each type of in- 
justice, e.g. a thief, an adulterer, or a brigand. Surely 
the answer does not turn on the difference between 
these types. For a man might even lie with a woman 
knowing who she was, but the origin of his act might 
be not deliberate choice but passion. He acts unjustly, 
then, but is not unjust ; e.g. a man is not a thief, yet he 
stole, nor an adulterer, yet he committed adultery ; and 
similarly in all other cases.* 

Now we have previously stated how the reciprocal is 
related to the just;^ but we must not forget that what 
we are looking for is not only what is just without 
qualification but also political justice. This is found 
among men who share their life with a view to self- 
sufficiency, men who are free and either proportion- 
ately or arithmetically equal, so that between those 
who do not fulfil this condition there is no political 
justice but justice in a special sense and by analogy. For 
justice exists only between men whose mutual relations 
are governed by law ; and law exists for men between 
whom there is injustice; for legal justice is the dis- 
crimination of the just and the unjust. And between 
men between whom injustice is done there is also 


• This paragraph has no connexion with what follows; the subject 
ot it is coniinucd in ch. 8. * 1 132*^21-1133^28. 
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unjust action (though there is not injustice between 
all between whom there is unjust action), and this is 
assigning too much to oneself of things good in them- 
selves and too little of things evil in themselves. This 
is why we do not allow a ma« to rule, but rational prin- 
cipUy because a man behaves thus in his own interests 
and becomes a tyrant. | The magistrate on the other 
hand is the guardian of justice, and, if of justice, then 
of equality also. And since he is assumed to have no 
more than his share, if he is just (for he does not assign 
to himself more of what is good m itself, unless such 
a share is proportional to his merits so t at it is or 
others that he labours, and it is for this reason that men, 
as we stated previously,' say that justices another s 
good’) , therefore a reward must be given him, and this 
is honour and privilege ; but those for whom such things 

are not enough become tyrants. . - , 

The justice of a master and that of a father are not 
the same as the justice of citizens, though they are like 
it; for there can be no injustice in the unqualified sense 
towards things that are one s own, ut a man , 

and hischild until it reaches a certain age “P 

itself, are as it were part of himself, and no “ 

to hurt himself (for which reason there can be no n- 
justice towards oneself), therefore the justice m m- 
justice of citizens is not manifested in 'hese relations 

for it was as we saw’ according to law, 

people naturally subject to law, and these as we saw^ 

iu.B» O" ‘Xk! S fa 

1 T .u ^ *c^wnrd«? children and chattels, lor 
wards a wife than tou ards merent 

theformerishouseholdjustic , 

from political justice. 


« ii30*3- 


* • 


* Ic. his slave. 

* *26-28. 


‘30. 
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Natural and legal justice 

7. Of political justice part is natural, part legal, — 
natural, that which everywliere has the same force and 
does not exist by people’s thinking this or that; legal, 
that which is originally indifferent, but when it has 
been laid down is not indifferent, e.g. that a prisoner’s 
ransom shall be a mina, or that a goat and not two 
sheep shall be sacrificed, and again all the laws that are 
passed for particular cases, e.g. that sacrifice shall be 
made in honour of Brasidas,* and the provisions of 
decrees. Now some think that all justice is of this sort, 
because that which is by nature is unchangeable and 
has everywhere the same force (as fire bums both here 
and in Persia), while they see change in the things 
recognized as just. This, however, is not tme in this 
unqualified way, but is true in a sense; or rather, with 
the gods it is perhaps not true at all, while with us there 
is something that is just even by nature, yet all of it is 
changeable; but still some is by nature, some not by 
nature. It is evident which sort of thing, among things 
capable of being otherwise, is by nature; and which is 
not but is legal and conventional, assuming that both 
are equally changeable. And in all other things the 
same distinction will apply ; by nature the right hand is 
stronger, yet it is possible that all men should come to 
be ambidextrous. The things which are just by virtue 
of convention and expediency are like measures; | for 
wine and corn measures are not everywhere equal, 
but larger in wholesale and smaller in retail markets. 
Similarly, the things which are just not by nature but 
by human enactment are not every>vhere the same, 
since constitutions also are not the same, though there 
is but one which is ever^'where by nature the best. 


* Thuc. V. 1 1. 
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Of things just and lawful each is related as the uni- 
versal to its particulars; for the things that are done 
are many, but of them each is one, since it is universal. 

There is a difference between the act of injustice and 
what is unjust, and between the act of justice and what 
is just; for a thing is unjust by nature or by enactment; 
and this very thing, when it has been done, is an act of 
injustice, but before it is done is not yet that but is un- 
just. So, too, with an act of justice (though the general 
term is rather ‘just action’, and ‘act ofjustice’ is applied 

to the correction of the act of injustice). 

Each of these must later* be examined separately 
with regard to the nature and number of its species and 
the nature of the things with which it is concerned. 


justice: its inner nature as involving 

CHOICE 

The scale of degrees of wrongdoing 
8 , Acts just and unjust being as we have described 
them, a man acts unjustly or justly whenever he does 
such acts voluntarily; when involuntarily, he acts 
neither unjustly nor justly except in an incidental way; 
for he does things which happen to be jmt or unjust 
Whether an act is or is not one of injustice (or oOust.ce) 
is determined by its voluntariness or involuntariness ; 
for when it is voluntary it rs blamed and at the sarne 
time is then an act of injustice; so that there w 1 be 

things that are unjust but not yet acts of 
voluntariness be not present as well. By the voluntary 
I mean, as has been said before,^ any of the thin^ m a 

man’s own power which he does with 

* • • of the person acted on or ot the 

not m Ignorance either oi me \ 

(or now lost) book of the Politia 
^ Possibly a reference to an intended ^ ^ 

OD laws. 
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instrument used or of the end that will be attained 
(e.g. whom he is striking, with what, and to what end), 
each such act being done not incidentally nor under 
compulsion (e.g. if A takes B’s hand and therewith 
strikes C, B does not act voluntarily; for the act was 
not in his own power). The person struck may be the 
striker’s father, and the striker may know that it is a 
man or one of the persons present, but not know that it 
is his father; a similar distinction may be made in the 
case of the end, and with regard to the whole action. 
Therefore that which is done in ignorance, or though 
not done in ignorance is not in the agent’s power, or 
is done under compulsion, is involuntary (for many 
natural processes too, we knowingly perform or 
undergo, | none of which is either voluntary or in- 
voluntary; e.g. growing old or dying). But in the case 
of unjust and just acts alike the injustice or justice may 
be only incidental; for a man might return a deposit 
unwillingly and from fear, and then he must not be said 
either to do what is just or to act justly, except in an 
incidental way. Similarly the man who under com- 
pulsion and unwillingly fails to return the deposit must 
be said to act unjustly, and to do what is unjust, only 
incidentally. Of voluntary acts we do some by choice, 
others not by choice ; by choice those which we do after 
deliberation, not by choice those which we do without 
previous deliberation. Thus there are three kinds of in- 
jury in transactions between man and man ; those done 
in ignorance are mistakes when the person acted on, the 
act, the instrument, or the end that will be attained is 
other than the agent supposed ; the agent thought either 
that he was not hitting any one or that he was not hit- 
ting with this missile or not hitting this person or to this 
end, but a result followed other than that which he 
thought likely (e.g. he threw not with intent to wound 
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but only to prick), or the person hit or the missile was 
other than he supposed. Now when ( i ) the injury takes 
place contrary to reasonable expectation, it is a mts- 
adumlure. When (2) it is not contrary to reasonable 
expectation, but does not imply vice, it is a mislaie (for 
a man makes a mistake when the fault originates m 
him, but is the victim of accident when the origin hes 
outside him). When (3) he acts with knowledge but 
not after deliberation, it is an of injustice— e.g. the 
acts due to anger or to other passions necessapt or 
natural to man; for when men do such harmful and 
mistaken acts they act unjustly, and the acts are acts of 
injustice, but this does not imply that the doere are 
unjust or wicked ; for the injury is not due to v ice But 
when (4) a man acts from choice, he is an unjust man 

and a vicious man. . . 

Hence acts proceeding from anger are rightlyjudged 

not to be done of malice aforethought; fo-- ^ 

man who acts in anger but he who enraged h m tha 
starts the mischief, .^gain, the matter in dispute is no 

whether the thing happened or not, ’ 

it is apparent injustice that oct as.ons rag. For Aey do 

not dispute about the occurrence of the act as in 

commemial transactions where one of the two parties 

must be vicious'— unless they do so owing to forgetful- 

L agreeing about the fact, they dispute on 
n^, bu , g g . who has deli- 

justly; and these are ac ^ 

that the doer is an unjust man, proviu 

. u • . r-tlge accusatioD; the defcDdant, if he 

* The plaintiff, if he brings a false acc 

denies a true one. 
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violates proportion or equality. Similarly, a man is just 
when he acts justly by choice; but he acts justly if he 
merely acts voluntarily. 

Of involuntary acts some are excusable, others not. 
For the mistakes which men make not only in ignor- 
ance but also from ignorance are excusable, while those 
which men do not from ignorance but (though they do 
them in ignorance) owing to a passion which is neither 
natural nor such as man is liable to, are not excusable. 

Can a man be voluntarily treated unjustly? Is it the distributor 
or the recipient that is guilty of injustice in distribution? 
Justice not so easy as it might seem, because it is not a way 
of acting but an inner disposition 

9. Assuming that we have sufficiently defined the suffer- 
ing and doing of injustice, it may be asked ( i ) whether 
the truth is expressed in Euripides’ paradoxical words: 

‘I slew my mother, that’s my tale in brief.’ 

‘Were you both willing, or unwilling both?’ 

Is it truly possible to be willingly treated unjustly, or is 
all suffering of injustice on the contrary involuntary, as 
all unjust action is voluntary? And is all suffering of in- 
justice of the latter kind or else all of the former, or is it 
sometimes voluntary, sometimes involuntary? So, too, 
with the case of being justly treated; all just action is 
voluntary, so that it is reasonable that there should be 
a similar opposition in either case — that both being 
unjustly and being justly treated should be either alike 
voluntary or alike involuntary. But it would be thought 
paradoxical even in the case of being justly treated, if 
it were always voluntary; for some are unwillingly 
treated justly. (2) One might raise this question also, 
whether everyone who has suffered what is unjust is 
being unjustly treated, or on the other hand it is with 
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suffering as with acting. In action and in passivity alike 
it is possible for justice to be done incidentally, and 
similarly (it is plain) injustice; for to do what is unjust 
is not the same as to act unjustly, nor to suffer what is 
unjust as to be treated unjustly, and similarly in the 
case of acting justly and being justly treated ; for it is 
impossible to be unjustly treated if the other does not 
act unjustly, or justly treated unless he acts justly. Now 

if to act unjustly is simply to harm someone voluntarily, 

and ‘voluntarily’ means ‘knowing the person acted on, 
the instrument, and the manner of one’s act‘ng’> and 
the incontinent man voluntarily harms hi^elf, not 
only will he voluntarily be unjustly treated but it will 
be possible to treat oneself unjustly. (This also is one of 
the questions in doubt, whether a man can treat him- 
self unjustly.) 1 Again, a man may voluntarily, owing to 
incontinence, be harmed by another who acts volun- 
tarily, so that it would be possible to be voluntarily 

treated unjustly. Or is our definition ^ 

we to ‘harming another, with knowledge both of the 
person acted on, of the instrument, and of the manner 
Idd ‘contrary to the wish of the person acted on ? Then 
a man may be voluntarily harmed and voluntarily 
suffer what is unjust, but no one is voluntarily treated 
unjustly; for no one wishes to be unjustly treated, no 
evm the incontinent man. He acts contrary to his wish, 
for no one wishes for what he does not think 0 be good, 
but the incontinent man does do things that he does nm 
think he ought to do. Again, one who g-es what is his 
own, as Homer says Glaucus gav 

Armour of gold for brazen, the price of a hundred 

beeves for nine,' 

is not unjustly treated ; for though to give is in his power, 

» n. vi. 236- 
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to be unjustly treated is not, but there must be some- 
one to treat him unjustly. It is plain, then, that being 
unjustly treated is not voluntary. 

Of the questions we intended to discuss two still 
remain for discussion; (3) whether it is the man who 
has assigned to another more than his share that acts 
unjustly, or he who has the excessive share, and (4) 
whether it is possible to treat oneself unjustly. The 
questions are connected ; for if the former alternative 
is possible and the distributor acts unjustly and not the 
man who has the excessive share, then if a man assigns 
more to another than to himself, knowingly and volun- 
tarily, he treats himself unjustly; which is what modest 
people seem to do, since the virtuous man tends to take 
less than his share. Or does this statement too need 
qualification? For (a) he perhaps gets more than his 
share of some other good, e.g. of honour or of intrinsic 
nobility, {b) The question is solved by applying the 
distinction we applied to unjust action;’ for he suffers 
nothing contrary to his own wish, so that he is not 
unjustly treated so far as this goes, but at most only 
suffers harm. 

It is plain too that the distributor acts unjustly, 
but not always the man who has the excessive share; 
for it is not he to whom injustice is done that acts 
unjustly, but he to whom it appertains to do the unjust 
act voluntarily, i.e. the person in whom lies the origin 
of the action, and this lies in the distributor, not in the 
receiver. Again, since the word ‘do’ is ambiguous, and 
there is a sense in which lifeless things, or a hand, or a 
servant who obeys an order, may be said to slay, he who 
gets an excessive share does not act unjustly, though he 
‘does’ what is unjust. 

Again, if the distributor gave his judgement in ignor- 

IL 3-5 . 
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ance, he does not act unjustly in respect of legal justice, 
and his judgement is not unjust in this sense, but in a 
sense it is unjust (for legal justice and primordial justice 
are different) ; but if with knowledge he judged 
iustly,! he is himself aiming at an excessive share either 
of gratitude or of revenge. As much, then, as if he were 
to share in the plunder, the man who has judged un- 
justly for these reasons has got too much ; the fact that 
what he gets is different from what he distributes makes 
no difference, for even if he awards land with a view to 
sharing in the plunder he gets not land but money. 

Men think that acting unjustly is m their power, and 
therefore that being just is easy. But it is not ; to he with 
one’s neighbour’s wife, to wound another, to deliver a 
bribe, is easy and in our power, but to do these things 
as a result of a certain state of character ^ neither easy 
nor in our power. Similarly to know what is just and 

what is unjust requires, men think no 
because it is not hard to understand the matters deal 
with by the laws (though these are not the things that 
are j J, except incidentally) ; but how actions must be 
done and distributions effected in order to be just to 
know this is a greater achievement than tn°wmg ^ >s 
good for the health; though even there, while it b easy 
10 know that honey, wine, hellebore, cautery, and the 
use of the knife are so, to know how, to whom, and 
when these should be applied with a vie^o pmduc.n 

health, is no less an achievement than diat of be g 

, . . A • fx- thk verv reason* men ininK inav 

physician. Agam. ^ ^ 

actmg unjustly IS ^haracmns J 

than of the ’"f d'ing each of*^^ 

. i,e. ih. lUled IB It 4 f.. acUnS uniuslW is in our owo power. 
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and the brave man could throw away his shield and 
turn to flight in this direction or in that. But to play the 
coward or to act unjustly consists not in doing these 
things, except incidentally, but in doing them as the 
result of a certain state of character, just as to practise 
medicine and healing consists not in applying or not 
applying the knife, in using or not using medicines, 
but in doing so in a certain way. 

Just acts occur between people who participate in 
things good in themselves and can have too much or too 
littleof them; for some beings(e.g.presumablythegods) 
cannot have too much of them, and to others, those 
who are incurably bad, not even the smallest share in 
them is beneficial but all such goods are harmful, while 
to others they are beneficial up to a point; therefore 
justice is essentially something human. 


Equity, a corrective of legal justice 

JO, Our next subject is equity and the equitable, and 
their respective relations to justice and the just. For on 
examination they appear to be neither absolutely the 
same nor generically different; and while we some- 
times praise what is equitable and the equitable man 
(so that we apply the name by way of praise even to 
instances of the other virtues, instead of *good’, | 
meaning by ‘more equitable* that a thing is better), at 
other times, when we reason it out, it seems strange if 
the equitable, being something different from the just, 
is yet praiseworthy; for either the just or the equitable 
is not good, if they are different ; or, if both are good, 
they are the same. 

These, then, are pretty much the considerations that 
give rise to the problem about the equitable; they are 
all in a sense correct and not opposed to one another; 
for the equitable, though it is better than one kind of 
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justice, yet is just, and it is not as being a different class 
of thing that it is better than the just. The same thing, 
then, is just and equitable, and while both are good the 
equitable is superior. What creates the problem is that 
the equitable isjust, but not the legally just but a correc- 
tion of legal justice. The reason is that all law is univer- 
sal but about some things it is not possible to make a 
universal statement which shall be correct. In those 
cases, then, in which it is necessary to speak universally, 
but not possible to do so correctly, the law takes the 
usual case, though it is not ignorant of the possibility of 
error. And it is none the less correct ; for the error is not 
in the law nor in the legislator but m the "ature of the 
thing, since the matter of practical affairs is of this kind 
from the start. When the law speaks universally, then, 
and a case arises on it which is not covered by the uni- 
versal statement, then it is right, where the legislator 
fails us and has erred by over-simphc.ty, to cor rec the 

omission-to say what the >‘^^‘^'““^^' 21^0 11^ 
said had be been present, and would have put into h 

law if he had known. Hence the equitable is just, and 

better than one kind of justice-not better than abs^ 

lute justice, but better than the error that arises from 

the absoluteness of the statement. 'his s the 

nature of the equitable, a correction of law where 

defective owing to its th^t 

about some things It IS imp tViina i? indefinite 

that a decree is needed. I'or when the thing is ndehmte 

IS ^edni. .ad. ru. .ed in 

TtSht of » and is not rigid, and so too the 

decree is equitable is, and that it is 

jui‘and is better than one kind of justice. It is evident 
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also from this who the equitable man is ; the man who 
chooses and does such acts, and is no stickler for his 
rights in a bad sense but tends to take less than hisshare| 
though he has the law on his side, is equitable, and this 
state of character is equity, which is a sort of justice and 
not a different state of character. 


Can a man treat himself unjustly? 

II. Whether a man can treat himself unjustly or not, is 
evident from what has been said.* For (a) one class of 
just acts are those acts in accordance with any virtue 
which are prescribed by the law; e.g. the law does not 
expressly permit suicide, and what it does not expressly 
permit it forbids. Again, when a man in violation of 
the law harms another (otherwise than in retaliation) 
voluntarily, he acts unjustly, and a voluntary agent is 
one who knows both the person he is affecting by his 
action and the instrument he is using; and he who 
through anger voluntarily stabs himself does this con- 
trary to the right rule of life, and this the law does not 
allow; therefore he is acting unjustly. But towards 
whom? Surely towards the state, not towards himself. 
For he suffers voluntarily, but no one is voluntarily 
treated unjustly. This is also the reason why the state 
punishes; a certain loss of civil rights attaches to the 
man who destroys himself, on the ground that he is 
treating tlie state unjustly. 

Further, (b) in that sense of ‘acting unjustly’ in which 
the man who ‘acts unjustly’ is unjust only and not 
bad all round, it is not possible to treat oneself unjustly 
(this is diHerent from the former sense; the unjust man 
in one sense of the term is wicked in a particularized 
way Just as the coward is, not in the sense of being 
wicked all round, so that his ‘unjust act’ does not mani- 

‘ Cf. H29*32-’=’i, I :36 *io-i 137*4. 
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fest wickedness in general) . For (i) that would imply the 
possibility of the same thing’s having been subtracted 
from and added to the same thing at the same time ; but 
thU is impossible-the just and the unjust always in- 
volve more than one person. Further, ( 11 ) unjust action 
is voluntary and done by choice, and takes the initiative 
(for the man who because he has suffered does the same 
in return is not thought to act unjusdy) ; but if a man 
harms himself he suffers and does the same thm^ at the 
same time. Further, (iii) if a man could treat himself 
unjustly, he could be voluntarily treated unjusdy. 
niides, (iv) no one acts unjustly without committing 
particular Lts of injustice; but no one can co^it 
Lultery with his own wife or housebreaking on his 

own house or theft on his own property. 

Tn general, the question ‘Can a man treat hiimetf 

unjusdy?’ is solved also by the distinction vve applied 
r^rquestion ‘Can a man be voluntardy treated 

“1h?evident too that both are bad, being unjustly 
Ja^Lnd acting unjustly; for the one means^^^^^^^^^^^ 

less and ™°her 

amount, condition does in the 

m the medical art, and tha g ^ 

art of bodily training But sdl 

Se wwch ; either of the comple. and tm- 
qualihed kind or ^tju^ 

implies mjustice as a sta ^ 

rKi£5:n,being^usdyt— 

“r'httThirryC^^ nothing for this; it calls 
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pleurisy a more serious mischief than a stumble; yet 
the latter may become incidentally the more serious, if 
the fall due to it leads to your being taken prisoner or 
put to death by the enemy.) 

Metaphorically and in virtue of a certain resem- 
blance there is a justice, not indeed between a man and 
himself, but between certain parts of him ; yet not every 
kind of justice but that of master and servant or that 
of husband and wife.^ For these are the ratios in which 
the part of the soul that has a rational principle stands 
to the irrational part ; and it is with a view to these parts 
that people also think a man can be unjust to himself, 
viz. because these parts are liable to suffer something 
contrary to their respective desires; there is therefore 
thought to be a mutual justice between them as be- 
tween ruler and ruled. 

Let this be taken as our account of justice and the 
other, i.e. the other moral, virtues. 


* Cf. 1134^15-17. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Reasons for studying intellectual virtue: intellect divided into 
the contemplative and the calculative 
I. Since we have previously said that one ought to 
choose that which is intermediate, not the excess nor 
the defect,' and that the intermediate is determined by 
the dictates of the right rule,' let us discuss the nature of 
these dictates. In all the states of characmr we have 
mentioned,' as in all other matters, there is a mark o 
which the man who has the rule looks and heigh tern 
or relaxes his activity accordingly, and there is a stan- 
dard which determines the mean stat^ ^hich ^ s y 
are intermediate between excess and defect, being 
Accordance with the right rule. But such a statement 
thrAh true is by no means clear ; for not only here but 
SothAr pursuits which are objects of knowledge it 
L indeed Je to say that we must not exert ourself 
nor relax our efforts too much or too little, but to a 
intermediate extent and as the right 

had .1, Slit 

£ Sould bTdetermined what is the right rule and 
what is the standard that fixes it. 


* 1104 * 11 - 27 . 

* 1107*1, cf. HOST’S!. 29- 


* In iii. 6-v. li 
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We divided the virtues of the soul and said that some 
are virtues of character and others of intellect. *|Now we 
have discussed in detail the moral virtues with regard 
to the others let us express our view as follows, begin- 
ning with some remarks about the soul. We said before^ 
that there are two parts of the soul — that which grasps 
a rule or rational principle, and the irrational; let us 
now draw a similar distinction within the part which 
grasps a rational principle. And let it be assumed that 
there are tw'O parts which grasp a rational principle — 
one by which we contemplate the kind of things whose 
originative causes are invariable, and one by which we 
contemplate variable things ; for where objects differ in 
kind the part of the soul answering to each of the two is 
different in kind, since it is in virtue of a certain likeness 
and kinship with their objects that they have the know- 
ledge they have. Let one of these parts be called the 
scientific and the other the calculative ; for to deliberate 
and to calculate are the same thing, but no one deli- 
berates about the invariable. Therefore the calculative 
is one part of tlie faculty which grasps a rational 
principle. We must, then, learn what is the best state 
of each of these two parts; for this is the virtue of each. 

The proper object of contemplation is truth; that of calcula- 
tion is truth corresponding with right desire 

2. The virtue of a thing is relative to its proper work. 
Now there are three things in the soul which control 
action and truth — sensation, reason, desire. 

Of these sensation originates no action; this is plain 
from the fact that the lower animals have sensation but 
no share in action. 

\\ hat aflirmation and negation are in thinking, pur- 
suit and avoidance are in desire; so that since moral 

1103*3-7, * Id iii. 6-v. ii. * ii02*26^28. 
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virtue is a state of character concerned with choice, and 
choice is deliberate desire, therefore both the reasoning 
must be true and the desire right, if the choice is to 
be good, and the latter must pursue just what the 
former asserts. Now this kind of intellect and of truth is 
practical ; of the intellect which is contemplative, not 
practical nor productive, the good and Ae bad state 
are truth and falsity respectively (for this is the work of 
everything intellectual) ; whUe of the part which is 
practical and intellectual the good state is truth m 

agreement with right desire. 

The origin of action— its efficient, not its final cause- 

is choice, and that of choice is desire and reasoning with 
a view to an end. This is why choice cannot exist either 
without reason and intellect or without a moral state; 
for good action and its opposite cannot exist without a 
combination of intellect and character. Intellect lUelf, 
however, moves nothing, but only the inte lect which 
aims at an end and is practical ; 1 for this rules the pr^ 
ductive intellect as well, since everyone who mak« 
makes for an end, and that which is made is not an end 

in the unqualified sense (but only an end in a par^^« 
relation, and the end of a particular 
that which is dom is that ; for good 

desire aims - at S^n of 

= barn. (It is to be noted nothi^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

‘he past, but 

place; hence Agathon is right in saying. 
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The work of both the intellectual parts, then, is 
truth. Therefore the states that are most strictly those 
in respect of which each of these parts will reach truth 
are the virtues of the two parts. 

THE CHIEF INTELLECTUAL VIRTUES 

Science — demonstrative knowledge of the necessary and eternal 

3. Let us begin, then, from the beginning, and discuss 
these states once more. Let it be assumed that the states 
by virtue of which the soul possesses truth by way of 
affirmation or denial are five in number, i.e. art, 
scientific knowledge, practical wisdom, philosophic 
wisdom, intuitive reason ; we do not include judgement 
and opinion because in these we may be mistaken. 

Now what scientific knowledge is, if we are to speak 
exactly and not follow mere similarities, is plain from 
what follows. We all suppose that what we know is not 
even capable of being otherwise; of things capable of 
being otherwise we do not know, when they have passed 
outside our observation, whether they exist or not. 
Therefore the object of scientific knowledge is of neces- 
sity. Therefore it is eternal; for things that are of 
necessity in the unqualified sense are all eternal; and 
things that are eternal are ungenerated and imperish- 
able. Again, every science is thought to be capable of 
being taught, and its object of being learnt. And all 
teaching starts from what is already known, as we 
maintain in the Analytics also ; for it proceeds sometimes 
through induction and sometimes by syllogism. Now 
induction is t'ne starting-point which knowledge even 
of the universal presupposes, while syllogism proceeds 
from universals. There are therefore starting-points 
Irom which syllogism proceeds, which are not reached 
by syllogism; it is therefore by induction that they are 
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acquired. Scientific knowledge is, then, a state of capa- 
city to demonstrate, and has the other limiting charac- 
teristics which we specify in the Analytics; for it is when 
a man believes in a certain way and the startmg-pomts 
are known to him that he has scientific knowledge, 
since if they are not better known to him than the con- 
clusion, he will have his knowledge only incidentally. 
Let this, then, be taken as our account of scientific 

knowledge. | 


jlfii — knowledge of how to make things 

4. In the variable are included both things made and 
things done; making and acting are different (for their 
nature we treat even the dUcussions outside our school 
as reliable) ; so that the reasoned state of capacity to 
act is different from the reasoned state of capacity 
to make. Hence too they are not included one in the 
other; for neither is acting making nor is making act- 
ing. Now since architecture is an art and is essemially 
a reasoned state of capacity to make, and there s 
neither any art that is not such a state nor any such 
state that is not an art, art is identical with a state of 
capacity to make, involving a true 

intobeingwh«b.^^^^^^^^^ 

Idr;f“concernedneitherwi,hjhin^^ 

or come into being, by necessity, nor 

do so in accordance with nature (si 

origin in themselves). Making and ^ ‘Ug d 

ferfnt, art must be ^ 
ing. And in a sense chan 

with the same objects; ^ has been 

chance and chance loves a > 
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said,* is a State concerned with making, involving a true 
course of reasoning, and lack of art on the contrary is 
a state concerned with making, involving a false course 
of reasoning ; both are concerned with the variable. 

Practical wisdom — knowledge of how to secure the ends of 
human life 

5. practical wisdom we shall get at the truth 

by considering who are the persons we credit with it. 
Now it is thought to be a mark of a man of practical 
wisdom to be able to deliberate well about what is 
good and expedient for himself, not in some particular 
respect, e.g. about what sorts of thing conduce to health 
or to strength, but about what sorts of thing conduce 
to the good life in general. This is shown by the fact that 
we credit men with practical wisdom in some par- 
ticular respect when they have calculated well with 
a view to some good end which is one of those that are 
not die object of any art. It follows that in the general 
sense also the man who is capable of deliberating has 
practical wisdom. Now no one deliberates about things 
that are invariablej or about things that it impossi- 
ble for him to do. Therefore, since scientific knowledge 
involves demonstration, but there is no demonstra- 
tion of things whose first principles are variable (for 
all such things might actually be otherwise), and since 
it is impossible to deliberate about things that are of 
necessity, | practical wisdom cannot be scientific know- 
ledge or art; not science because that which can be 
done is capable of being otherwise, not art because 
action and making are different kinds of thing. The 
remaining alternative, then, is that it is a true and 
reasoned state of capacity to act with regard to the 
things that are good or bad for man. For while making 

!. 9- 
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has an end other than itself, action cannot; for good 
action itself is its end. It is for this reason that we think 
Pericles and men like him have practical wisdom, via. 
because they can see what is good for themselves and 
what is good for men in general ; we consider that Aose 
can do this who are good at managing households or 
states. (This is why we call temperance {sophromm) by 
this name; we imply that it preserves one s practical 
wisdom {sozousa ten phronesin). Now what it preserves 
is a judgement of the kind we have described, f or it is 
not any and every judgement that pleasant and pam- 
ful objects destroy and pervert, e.g. the judgement Aa 
the triangle has or has not its angles equal to two right 
angles, but only judgements about what is to be done. 
For the originating causes of the things that are done 
consist in the end at which they are aimed; but the 
man who has been ruined by pleasure or pain forth- 
with fails to see any such ° f ‘ 

for the sake of this or because of this he ought to choose 

and do whatever he chooses and does; for vice is de- 
structive of the originating cause of action.) 

Practical wisdom, then, must be a reasoned and true 
state of caprcity to act with regard to human goods. 

.b,,, » - “ ““xs 

„t, » TO “5 ‘2 „„ williiiely b pretobte 

wisdom; and m art he who errs wm g r 1 

bu. i. p..TO»i ^ 

p.,1. ot .h« «ul tbal CTO 
not an art. There being K ^ 

Mow a course o f forms opinions ; for 

practical wisdom cannot. 

143 



[ii4o*»3o] ETHICS VI. 6 [-ii4i»i4] 

Intuitive reason — knowledge of the principles from which 

science proceeds 

6 . Scientific knowledge is judgement about things that 
are universal and necessary; and the conclusions of 
demonstration, and all scientific knowledge, follow 
from first principles (for scientific knowledge involves 
proof). This being so, the first principle from which 
what is scientifically known follows cannot be an 
object of scientific knowledge, of art, or of practical 
wisdom; for that which can be scientifically known 
can be demonstrated, and art and practical wisdom 
deal with things that are variable. |Nor are these first 
principles the objects of philosophic wisdom, for it is a 
mark of the philosopher to have demonstration about 
some things. If, then, the states of mind by which we 
have truth and are never deceived about things in- 
variable or even variable are scientific knowledge, 
practical wisdom, philosophic wisdom, and intuitive 
reason, and it cannot be any of the three (i.e. practical 
wisdom, scientific knowledge, or philosophic wisdom), 
the remaining alternative is that it is intuitive reason 
that grasps the first principles. 

Philosophic wisdom — the union of intuitive reason and science 

7. Wisdotn^ (i) in the arts we ascribe to their most 
finished exponents, e.g. to Phidias as a sculptor and 
to Polyclitus as a maker of portrait-statues, and here 
we mean nothing by wisdom except excellence in art; 
but {2) we think that some people are wise in general, 
not in some particular field or in any other limited 
respect, as Homer says in the Margites, 

' In this chapter Aristotle restricts to a very definite meaning the 
word crcx^.a, whtch in ordinary Greek, as the beginning of the chapter 
points out. was used both of skill in a particular art or craft, and of 
wisdom in general. 
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Him did the gods make neither a digger nor yet 
a ploughman 
Nor wise in anything else. 

Therefore wisdom must plainly be the most finished 
of the forms of knowledge. It follows that the wise 
man must not only know what follows from the first 
principles, but must also possess truth about the first 
principles. Therefore wisdom must be intuitive reason 
combined with scientific knowledge-scientific know- 
ledge of the highest objects which has received as it 

were its proper completion. 

Of the highest objects, we say ; for it would be strange 

to think that the art of politics, or practical wisdom, is 
the best knowledge, since man is not the best thing m 
the world. Now if what is healthy or good is different 
for men and for fishes, but what is white or straight is 
always the same, anyone would say Aat w-hat is wise is 
the same but what is practically wise is different; for 
it is to that which considers well the various matters 
concerning itself that one ascribes practical wisdom, 
and it is to this that one will entrust such matters. This 
is why we say that some even of the lower animals have 
practical wisdom,' viz. those which are found to have 
a power of foresight with regard to their O'™ life. It is 
evident also that philosophic wisdom and the art 0 
politics cannot be the same; for if the state of mind 
concerned with a man’s own interests is to be called 
philosophic wisdom, there will be many P^' osoph'C 
wisdoms ; there will not be one concerned with the good 
of all animals (any more than there is one "'od - 
le for all existing things), but a different philosophic 

wisdom about the good of each species. 

.1.- o rn(?]isb- but we caU them ‘iotelligent’ or 
‘ We do not say this in Lngiisu. « u 

‘sagacious’, which comes to the same thing. 
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But if the argument be that man is the best of the 
animals, this makes no difference; for there are other 
things much more divine in their nature even than 
man, | e.g., most conspicuously, the bodies of which 
the heavens are framed. From what has been said it is 
plain, then, that philosophic vvdsdom is scientific know- 
ledge, combined with intuitive reason, of the things 
that are highest by nature. This is why we say Anaxa- 
goras, Thales, and men like them have philosophic but 
not practical wisdom, when we see them ignorant of 
what is to their own advantage, and why we say that 
they know things that are remarkable, admirable, 
difficult, and divine, but useless; viz. because it is not 
human goods that they seek. 

Practical wisdom on the other hand is concerned 
with things human and things about which it is possible 
to deliberate ; for we say this is above all the work of 
the man of practical wisdom, to deliberate well, but 
no one deliberates about things invariable, or about 
things w'hich have not an end which is a good that can 
be brought about by action. The man who is without 
qualification good at deliberating is the man who is 
capable of aiming in accordance with calculation at 
the best for man of things attainable by action. Nor is 
practical wisdom concerned with universals only — it 
must also recognize the particulars; for it is practical, 
and practice is concerned with particulars. This is why 
some who do not know, and especially those who have 
experience, are more practical than others who know; 
for if a man knew that light meats are digestible and 
wholesome, but did not know which sorts of meat are 
light) he would not produce health, but the man who 
knows that chicken is wholesome is more likely to 
produce health. 

Now practical wisdom is concerned with action; 
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therefore one should have both forms of it, or the latter 
in preference to the former. But here, too, there must 

be a controlling kind. 

Rtlations between practical wisdom and political science 

8 . Political wisdom and practical wisdom are the same 
state of mind, but their essence is not the same. Of the 
wisdom concerned with the city, the practical wisdom 
which plays a controlling part is legislative wisdom, 
while that which is related to this as particular to their 
universal is known by the general name political 
wisdom’; this has to do with action and deliberation, 
for a decree is a thing to be carried out m the fonn of an 
individual act. This is why the exponents of this art 
are alone said to ‘take part in politics ; for these alone 
‘do things’ as manual labourers ‘do thmgs . 

Practical wisdom also is identified especially with 

that form of it which is concerned with a man himself 

with the individual; and this is known by Ae genera 
name ‘practical wisdom’ ; of the other 

called household management, 

third politics, and of the latter one part is called deh- 
beratL and the other judicial. Now knowing wha 
is good for oneself will be one kind of 

Euripides : 

But how could I be wise, who ^ 

Numbered among the army s multitude. 

Have had an equal share ^ ^ 

For those who aim too mgn auu 

Those who think thus seek their o^^’n good, and consider 
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that one ought to do so. From this opinion, then, has 

come theviewthatsuchmenhavepractical wisdom; yet 

perhaps one’s own good cannot exist without house- 
hold management, nor without a form of government. 
Further, how one should order one’s own affairs is not 
clear and needs inquiry. 

What has been said is confirmed by the fact that 
while young men become geometricians and mathe- 
maticians and wise in matters like these, it is thought 
that a young man of practical wisdom cannot be found. 
The cause is that such wisdom is concerned not only 
with universals but with particulars, which become 
familiar from experience, but a young man has no ex- 
perience, for it is length of time that gives experience; 
indeed one might ask this question too, why a boy may 
become a mathematician, but not a philosopher or 
a physicist. Is it because the objects of mathematics 
exist by abstraction, while the first principles of these 
other subjects come from experience, and because 
young men have no conviction about the latter but 
merely use the proper language, while the essence of 
mathematical objects is plain enough to them? 

Further, error in deliberation may be either about 
the universal or about the particular; we may fail to 
know either that all water that weighs heavy is bad, or 
that this particular water weighs heavy. 

That practical wisdom is not scientific knowledge is 
evident ; for it is, as has been said,^ concerned with the 
ultimate particular fact, since the thing to be done is of 
this nature. It is opposed, then, to intuitive reason; for 
intuitive reason is of the limiting premisses, for which 
no reason can be given, while practical wisdom is con- 
cerned with the ultimate particular, which is the object 
not ol scientific knowledge but of perception — not the 

* 1141^14-22. 
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perception of qualities peculiar to one sense but a per- 
ception akin to that by which we perceive that the 
particular figure before us is a triangle; for m that 
direction as well there will be a limit. But this is rather 
perception than practical wisdom, though it is another 
kind of perception than that of the qualities peculiar 

to each sense. 

MINOR INTELLECTUAL VIRTUES 
CONCERNED WITH CONDUCT 

Goodness in deliberation, how related to practical wisdom 

9. There is a difference between inquiry and delibera- 
tion-, for deliberation is a particular kind of inquiry. 
We must grasp the nature of excellence in delibera- 
tion as weU-whether it is a form of scientific know- 
ledge, or opinion, or skill in conjecture, or some other 
kind of thing. Scientific knowledge is not; fof ^ 
not inquire about the things they know about, | but 
good deliberation is a kind of deliberauon, and he wl^o 
deliberates inquires and calculates. Nor ^ ^ " 

conjecture-, for this both involves no and “S s°me 

thing that is quick in its operation, while mer^ delibe- 
uimg uiai 4 should carry 

rate a long time, and they say uiai 

out quickly the conclusions of one s deliberation, but 

:hlTd deliberate slowly. Again, rr^r is 

different from excellence m delibera , 

skill in conjecture. Nor agam - <=xce 

tion opinion of any sort. Bu - deliberates 

ates badly makes a deliberation is 

well .^ynrtcmess lut neither of knowledge 

clearly a ^‘"<1 °f co rem , eorrectness 

nor of opinion lor mere IS i ^ 

of knowledge (since there is - 
knowledge) , and correctness of opinion 
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at the same time everything that is an object of opinion 
is already determined. But again excellence in deli- 
beration involves reasoning. The remaining alterna- 
tive, then, is that it is correctness of thinking) for this is 
not yet assertion, since, while even opinion is not 
inquiry but has reached the stage of assertion, the man 
who is deliberating, whether he does so well or ill, is 
searching for something and calculating. 

But excellence in deliberation is a certain correctness 
of deliberation; hence we must first inquire what 
deliberation is and what it is about. And, there being 
more than one kind of correctness, plainly excellence 
in deliberation is not any and every kind; for (i) the 
incontinent man and the bad man, if he is clever, will 
reach as a result of his calculation what he sets before 
himself, so that he will have deliberated correctly, but 
he will have got for himself a great evil. Now to have 
deliberated well is thought to be a good thing; for it is 
this kind ofcorrectness of deliberation that is excellence 
in deliberation, viz. that which tends to attain what is 
good. But (2) it is possible to attain even good by a false 
syllogism, and to attain what one ought to do but not 
by the right means, the middle term being false; so that 
this too is not yet excellence in deliberation — this state 
in virtue of which one attains what one ought but not 
by the right means. Again (3) it is possible to attain 
it by long deliberation while another man attains it 
quickly. Therefore in the former case we have not yet 
got excellence in deliberation, which is rightness with 
regard to the expedient — rightness in respect both of 
the end, the manner, and the time. (4) Further, it is 
possible to have deliberated well either in the unquali- 
fied sense or with reference to a particular end. Excel- 
lence in deliberation in the unqualified sense, then, is 
that which succeeds with reference to what is the end 
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in the unqualified sense, and excellence in deliberation 
in a particular sense is that which succeeds relatively 
to a particular end. If, then, it is characteristic of men 
of practical wisdom to have deliberated well, excel- 
lence in deliberation will be correctness with regard 
to what conduces to thtrend which practical wisdom 

apprehends truly. 

Vnderstanding^the critical quality answering to the impera- 
tive quality practical wisdom 

10, Understanding, also, and goodness of understand- 
ing, in virtue of which men are said to be men of under- 
standing or of good understanding, 1 are neither entirely 
the same as opinion or scientific knowledge (for at that 
rate all men would have been men of understanding) , 
nor are they one of the particular sciences, such ^ 
medicine, the science of things connected with health, 
or geometry, the science of spatial magnitudes For 
understanding is neither about things that are always 
and are unchangeable, nor about any and every on 
of the things that come into being, but about things 
which may become subjects of questioning and de - 
beration. Hence it is about the same objects as practi- 
cal wisdom; but understanding and practical wisdom 

are not the same. For 

mands, since its end is what ought to be done or not 
to be done; but understanding only judges. (Under- 
standing is identical with goodness of understanding, 
men of understanding with men 6°°^ unders nd 
ing ) Now understanding is neither the having nor he 
acquiring of practical wisdom ; but as learning is called 
understanding when it means the 

of knowledge,' so ‘understanding is applicable to the 

> Thi. 1. a us. of wbicl. IS OO. shared by i.s norma. English 

equivalent, ‘learn’. 
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exercise of the faculty of opinion for the purpose of 
judging of what someone else says about matters with 
which practical wisdom is concerned — and of judging 
soundly; for ‘well’ and ‘soundly’ are the same thing. 
And from this has come the use of the name ‘under- 
standing’ in virtue of which men are said to be ‘of good 
understanding’, viz. from the application of the word 
to the grasping of scientific truth ; for we often call such 
grasping understanding. 


Judgement — right discrimination of the equitable: the place of 

intuition in morals 

II. What is called judgement, in virtue of which men 
are said to ‘be sympathetic judges’ and to ‘have judge- 
ment’, is the right discrimination of the equitable. 
This is shown by the fact that we say the equitable man 
is above all others a man of sympathetic judgement, 
and identify equity with sympathetic judgement about 
certain facts. And sympathetic judgement is judgement 
which discriminates what is equitable and does so 
correctly; and correct judgement is that which judges 
what is true. 

Now all the states we have considered converge, as 
might be expected, to the same point; for when we 
speak of judgement and understanding and practical 
wisdom and intuitive reason we credit the same people 
\vith possessing judgement and having reached years 
of reason and with having practical wisdom and under- 
standing. For all these faculties deal with ultimates, 
i.e. with particulars ; and being a man of understanding 
and of good or sympathetic judgement consists in being 
able to judge about the things with which practical 
wisdom is concerned; for the equities are common to 
aJl good men in relation to other men. Now all things 
which have to be done are included among particulars 
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or ultimates; for not only must the man of practical 
wisdom know particular facts, but understanding and 
judgement are also concerned with things to be done, 
and these are ultimates. And intuitive reason is con- 
cerned with the ultimates in both directions ; for both 
the first terms and the last are objects of intuitive reason 
and not of argument, | and the intuitive reason which 
is presupposed by demonstrations grasps the unchange- 
able and first terms, while the intuitive reason involved 
in practical reasonings grasps the last and variable fact, 
i.e. the minor premiss. For these variable facts are the 
starting-points for the apprehension of the end, since 
the universal are reached from the particulars, of 
these therefore we must have perception, and this per- 
ception is intuitive reason. 

This is why these states are thought to 'be natural 

endowments— why, while no one is thought to be a 
philosopher by nature, people are thought to have 
by nature judgement, understanding, and intuitive 
reason. This is shown by the fact that we think our 
powers correspond to our time of life, and that a par- 
ticular age brings with it intuitive reason and judge- 
ment ; this implies that nature is the cause. [Hence 
intuitive reason is both beginning and end ; fOT demon- 
strations are from these and about these ■] Therefore 
we ought to attend to the undemonstrated sayings and 
opinions of experienced and older people or of people of 
practical wisdom not less than to demonstrations, for be- 
Lse experience has given them an eye they see aright. 

We have stated, then, what practical and philo- 
sophic wisdom are, and with what each of them is 
concerned, and we have said that each is the virtue of 

a different part of the soul. 

• sentence should probably be read, as By^vater suggests, at 

the end of the previous paragraph. 
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RELATION OF PHILOSOPHIC TO PRACTICAL 

WISDOM 

What is the use of philosophic and of practical wisdom? Philo- 
sophic wisdom is the formal cause of happiness; practical 
wisdom is what ensures the taking of proper means to the 
proper ends desired by moral virtue 

12. Difficulties might be raised as to the utility of these 
qualities of mind. For (i) philosophic wisdom will 
contemplate none of the things that will make a man 
happy (for it is not concerned with any coming into 
being), and though practical wisdom has this merit, 
for what purpose do we need it? Practical wisdom is 
the quality of mind concerned with things just and 
noble and good for man, but these are the things which 
it is the mark of a good man to do, and we are none the 
more able to act for knowing them if the virtues are states 
of character^ just as we are none the better able to act 
for knowing the things that are healthy and sound, in 
the sense not of producing but of issuing from the state 
of health ; for we are none the more able to act for 
having the art of medicine or of gymnastics. But (2) if 
we are to say that a man should have practical wisdom 
not for the sake of knowing moral truths but for the 
sake of becoming good, practical wisdom will be of no 
use to those who are good; but again it is of no use to 
those who have not virtue ; for it will make no difference 
whether they have practical wisdom themselves or 
obey others who have it, and it would be enough for us 
to do what we do in the case of health ; though we wish 
to become healthy, yet we do not learn the art of medi- 
cine. (3) Besides this, it would be thought strange if 
practical wisdom, being inferior to philosophic wis- 
dom, is to be put in authority over it, as seems to be 
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implied by the fact that the art which produces any- 
thing rules and issues commands about that thing. 
These, then, are the questions we must discuss ; so far 

we have only stated the difficulties. | 

(1) Now first let us say that in themselves these 

states must be worthy of choice because they are the 
virtues of the two parts of the soul respectively, even 

if neither of them produces anything. 

(2) Secondly, they do produce something, not as 
the art of medicine produces health, however, but as 
health produces health;' so does philosophic wisdom 
produce happiness; for, being a part of virtue ent^e, 
by being possessed and by actualizing itself it makes 

a man happy. , . , , . 

(3) Again, the work of man is achieved only in 

accordance with practical wisdom as well as with moral 
virtue; for virtue makes us aim at the right mark, and 
practical wisdom makes us take the right means. (Of 
the fourth part of the soul— the nutritive^ there is no 
such virtue; for there is nothing which it is m its power 


to do or not to do.) 

(4) With regard to our being none the more able to 
do because of our practical wisdom what is "oble ^ 
just, let us begin a little further back, starting with the 
following principle. As we say that some people who 
dojust acts are not necessarily just, i.e. those who do he 
acts ordained by the laws either unwillingly or owmg 
to ignorance or for some other reason and ^he 
sakLf the acts themselves (though, to be sure, they do 
what they should and all the things that the good man 
ought), so is it, it seems, that in order to be good one 
must be in a ^rtain state when one does the several 

rvroduces the acuvities whjch we 
‘ i.e. as health, as an inner state, produce 

know as constituting health. ivia-rvisonKdi’). the calcu- 

■ The other three ‘>'■■'8 “''“Art 

lalivc (rd Aoy«rrtK<}v), and the dcsw 
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acts, i.e. one must do them as a result of choice and for 
the sake of the acts themselves. Now virtue makes 
the choice right, but the question of the things which 
should naturally be done to carry out our choice be- 
longs not to virtue but to another faculty. We must 
devote our attention to these matters and give a clearer 
statement about them. There is a faculty which is called 
cleverness; and this is such as to be able to do the 
things that tend towards the mark we have set before 
ourselves, and to hit it. Now if the mark be noble, the 
cleverness is laudable, but if the mark be bad, the 
cleverness is mere smartness; hence we call even men 
of practical wisdom clever or smart. Practical wisdom 
is not the faculty, but it does not exist without this 
faculty. And this eye of the soul acquires its formed 
state not without the aid of virtue, as has been said* 
and is plain; for the syllogisms which deal with acts 
to be done are things which involve a starting-point, 
viz. ‘since the end, i.e. what is best, is of such and such 
a nature’, whatever it may be (let it for the sake of 
argument be what we please) ; and this is not evident 
except to the good man ; for wickedness perverts us and 
causes us to be deceived about the starting-points of 
action. Therefore it is evident that it is impossible to be 
practically wise without being good. | 

Relation of practical wisdom to natural virtiiey moral virtuCy 
and the right rule 

13. We must therefore consider virtue also once more; 
lor virtue too is similarly related; as practical wisdom 
IS to cleverness not the same, but like it — so is natural 
\ irtue to virtue in the strict sense. For all men think 
tliat each type of character belongs to its possessors in 
some sense by nature; for from the v'ery moment of 

U. 6-26. 
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birth we are just or fitted for self-control or brave or 
have the other moral qualities ; but yet we seek some- 
thing else as that which is good in the strict sense-we 
seek for the presence of such qualities in another way. 
For both children and brutes have the natural disposi- 
tions to these qualities, but without reason these are 
evidently hurtful. Only we seem to see this much, that, 
while one may be led astray by them, as a strong body 
which moves without sight may stumble badly because 
of its lack of sight, still, if a man once acquires reason, 
that makes a difference in action ; and his state, whde 
still like what it was, will then be virtue in the stric 
sense. Therefore, as in the part of us which forms 
opinions there are nvo types, cleverness and practica 
wisdom, so too in the moral part there are two types 
natural virtue and virtue in the strict seme, and 0 
these the latter involves practical wisdom. This is why 
some say that all the virtues are forms of 
wisdom, and why Socrates in one respect . 

right track while in another he went astray ; ‘".^inking 
tL all the virtues were forms of practical w. do^he 

was wrong, but in saying ^ ,[^3, 

dom he was right. This is confirmed by the act tha 

even now all men, when they define virtue afte 

naming the state of character and its °bjec s add 

(state) which is in accordance with the right rule , 

the right rule is that which is m ttccordance w th prac 
tical wisdom. All men, then, ^ttem somehow to divine 
that this kind of state is virtue viz. ‘hat in 

accordance with practical 

a little further. For it is not merely ‘he staw m a“° “ 
ance with the right rule, but the e ‘hat imp^ 

Defence of the right rule, that is virtue , and practical 
pmence oi me ng matters. Socrates, 

wisdom IS a right rule abou 

then, thought the virtues 
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principles (for he thought they were, all of them, forms 
of scientific knowledge), while we think they involve 
a rational principle. 

It is clear, then, from what has been said, that it is 

% 

not possible to be good in the strict sense without 
practical wisdom, or practically wise without moral 
virtue. But in this way we may also refute the dialectical 
argument whereby it might be contended that the 
virtues exist in separation from each other; the same 
man, it might be said, is not best equipped by nature 
for all the virtues, so that he will have already acquired 
one when he has not yet acquired another. This is 
possible in respect of the natural virtues, but not in 
respect of those in respect of which a man is called 
without qualification good; | for with the presence of 
the one quality, practical wisdom, will be given all the 
virtues. And it is plain that, even if it were of no prac- 
tical value, we should have needed it because it is the 
virtue of the part of us in question; plain too that the 
choice will not be right without practical w’isdom any 
more than without virtue; for the one determines the 
end and the other makes us do the things that lead to 
the end. 

But again it is not supreme over philosophic wisdom, 
i.e. over the superior part of us, anymore than the art 
of medicine is over health; for it does not use it but 
provides for its coming into being ; it issues orders, then, 
for its sake, but not to it. Further, to maintain its 
supremacy would be like saying that the art of politics 
rules the gods because it issues orders about all the 
afiairs of the state. 
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CONTINENCE AND INCONTINENCE 

Six varieties of character: method of treatment: current 
opinions 

I. Let us now make a fresh beginning and point out 
that of moral states to be avoided there are three kinds 
-vice, incontinence, brutishness. The contraries of 
two of these are evident — one we call virtue, t e ot er 
continence; to brutishness it would be most fittmg to 
oppose superhuman virtue, a heroic an ivine n 
of virtue, as Homer has represented Pnam saying of 

Hector that he was very good, 

For he seemed not, he, 

The child of a mortal man, but as one that of G s 

seed came.^ 

Therefore if, as they say, men become pds by excess of 
virtue, of this kind must evidently be the state opposed 
to the brutish state : for as a brute has no vice or virtue 
so neither has a god ; his state is hig ler t an vn u , 
that of a brute is a different kind of state ^om v ^ 
Now, since it is rarely that a godlike man is ound- 
to use the epithet of the Spartans, who '^hen they a - 
mire anyone highly call him a ‘godlike 
the brutish type is rarely found among men ; it is found 
chiefly among barbarians, but some ru 
are also produced by dUease or deformity and we also 
call by tL evil name those who or^nary m 

in vice. Of this kind of dj— ’ 

later make some mention, 

or *Cb.5- 

R. XXIV. 258 f. 
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vice before;* we must now discuss incontinence and 
softness (or effeminacy), and continence and endur- 
ance; for we must treat each of the two I neither as 


identical with virtue or wickedness, nor as a differ- 
ent genus. We must, as in all other cases, set the ap- 
parent facts before us and, after first discussing the 
difficulties, go on to prove, if possible, the truth of all 
the common opinions about these affections of the 
mind, or, failing this, of the greater number and the 
most authoritative; for if we both resolve the difficult- 
ies and leave the common opinions undisturbed, we 
shall have proved the case sufficiently. 

Now ( I ) both continence and endurance are thought 
to be included among things good and praiseworthy, 
and both incontinence and softness among things bad 
and blameworthy; and the same man is thought to be 
continent and ready to abide by the result of his cal- 
culations, or incontinent and ready to abandon them. 
And (2) the incontinent man, knowing that what he 
does is bad, does it as a result of passion, while the 
continent man, knowing that his appetites are bad, 
refuses on account of his rational principle to follow 
them. {3) The temperate man all men call continent 
and disposed to endurance, while the continent man 
some maintain to be always temperate but others do 
not; and some call the self-indulgent man incontinent 
and the incontinent man self-indulgent indiscrimi- 
nately, while others distinguish them. (4) The man of 
practical wisdom, they sometimes say, cannot be in- 
continent, while sometimes they say that some who are 
practically wise and clever arf incontinent. Again, (5) 
men are said to be incontinent even with respect to 

anger, honour, and gain.—Thesc, then, are the things 
that are said. 


Bks. II-V. 
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Contradictions involved in the current opinions 

2. Now we may ask ( i ) what kind of right judgement 
has the man who behaves incontinently. That he 
should behave so when he has knowledge, some say is 
impossible; for it would be strange so Socrates 
thought — if when knowledge was in a man something 
else could master it and drag it about like a slave. For 
Socrates was entirely opposed to the view in question, 
holding that there is no such thing as incontinence; no 
one, he said, when he judges acts against what he 
judges best— people act so only by reason of ignorance. 
Now this view plainly contradicts the apparent facts, 
and we must inquire about what happens to such a 
man ; if he acts by reason of ignorance, what is the 
manner of his ignorance? For that the man who be- 
haves incontinently does not, before he gets into t is 
state, think he ought to act so, is evident. But there are 
some who concede certain of Socrates’ contentions but 
not othen; that nothing is stronger than knowledge 
they admit, but not that no one acts contrary to what 
has seemed to him the better course, an t 
they say that the incontinent man has not knowledge 
when he is mastered by his pleasures, but opinion. But 
if it is opinion and not knowledge, if it is not a strong 
conviction that resists but a weak one, | as in rnen w 
hesitate, we sympathize with their ai tire to ® 
such convictions against strong appetites , u w 
not sympathize with wickedness, nor wit any 
other blameworthy states. Is it then procUcal wisdom 
whose resistance U mastered? That is the stron^st of 
all states. But this is absurd; the same ^.e M 

once practically wise and incontinen , u 
would say that it is the part of a Poetically w^e man 
to do willingly the basest acts. Besides, it has been 
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shown before that the man of practical wisdom is one 
who will act' (for he is a man concerned with the 
individual facts)* and who has the other virtues.^ 

(2) Further, if continence involves having strong 
and bad appetites, the temperate man will not be 
continent nor the continent man temperate ; for a tem- 
perate man will have neither excessive nor bad appe- 
tites. But the continent man must; for if the appetites 
are good, the state of character that restrains us from 
following them is bad, so that not all continence will 
be good; while if they are weak and not bad, there is 
nothing admirable in resisting them, and if they are 
weak and bad, there is nothing great in resisting these 
either. 

(3) Further, if continence makes a man ready to 
stand by any and every opinion, it is bad, i.e. if it makes 
him stand even by a false opinion ; and if incontinence 
makes a man apt to abandon any and every opinion, 
there will be a good incontinence, of which Sophocles’ 
Neoptolemus in the Philoctetes will be an instance; for 
he is to be praised for not standing by what Odysseus 
persuaded him to do, because he is pained at telling 
a lie. 


(4) Further, the sophistic argument presents a diffi- 
culty; the syllogism arising from men’s wish to expose 
paradoxical results arising from an opponent’s view, 
in order that they may be admired when they succeed, 
is one that puts us in a difficulty (for thought is bound 
fast when it will not rest because the conclusion does 
not satisfy it, and cannot advance because it cannot 
refute the argument). There is an argument from 
which it follows that folly coupled with incontinence is 
virtue ; a man does the opposite of what he thinks right, 


' 1140^4-6. * 1141^16, 1142*24. 
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owing to incontinence, but thinks what is good to be 
evil and something that he should not do, and in con- 
sequence he will do what is good and not what is 

evil. 

{5) Further, he who on conviction does and pursues 
and chooses what is pleasant would be thought to be 
better than one who does so as a result not of calculation 
but of incontinence ; for he is easier to cure since he may 
be persuaded to change his mind. But to the incon- 
tinen tman may be applied the proverb ‘When water 
chokes, what is one to wash it down with. If he had 
been persuaded of the rightness of what he does, he 
would have desisted when he was persuaded to change 
his mind; 1 but now he acts in spite of his being per- 
suaded of something quite different. 

(6) Further, if incontinence and continence are con- 
cerned with any and every kind of object, who is it tha 
is incontinent in the unqualified sense . 0 one as 

the forms of incontinence, but we say some people are 

incontinent without qualification. 

Solution of the problem, how the inconlmnt man's knowledge 
is impaired 

3. Of some such kind are the dfficulties .hat 
some of these points must be refuted and he others 

left in possession of the field; for t ^ 
difficulty is the discovery of the truth. ( ) ^ 
conside; first, then, whether ! 

knowingly or not, . j^e incontinent and 

then (2) with what sorts of o J concerned (i.e. 

the continent man may be sa 

whether with any ^"^^"^n^Xether d^e continent 
certam determinate kinds), an 

man and the man of endurance ar matters 

ferent; and similarly with regard to the other matters 
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germane to this inquiry. The starting-point of our 
investigation is (a) the question whether the continent 
man and the incontinent are differentiated by their 
objects or by their attitude, i.e. whether the incontinent 
man is incontinent simply by being concerned with 
such-and-such objects, or, instead, by his attitude, or, 
instead of that, by both these things; (b) the second 
question is whether incontinence and continence are 
concerned with any and every object or not. The man 
who is incontinent in the unqualified sense neither is 
concerned with any and every object, but with pre- 
cisely those with which the self-indulgent man is con- 
cerned, nor is he characterized by being simply related 
to these (for then his state would be the same as self- 
indulgence), but by being related to them in a certain 
way. For the one is led on in accordance with his own 
choice, thinking that he ought always to pursue the 
present pleasure; while the other does not think so, 
but yet pursues it. 

(i) As for the suggestion that it is true opinion and 
not knowledge against which w^e act incontinently, 
that makes no difference to the argument; for some 
people when in a state of opinion do not hesitate, but 
think they know exactly. If, then, the notion is that 
owing to their weak conviction those who have opinion 
are more likely to act against their judgement than 
those w'ho know', we answer that there need be no 
difference between knowledge and opinion in this 
respect; for some men are no less convinced of what 
they think ihan others of what they know; as is shown 
by the case of Heraclitus. But (a), since w'e use the word 
‘know’ in two senses (for both the man who has know- 
ledge but is not using it and he who is using it are said 
to know), it will make a difference whether, when a 
man does what he should not, he has the knowledge 
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but is not exercising it, or is exercising it; for the latter 

seems strange, but not the former. 

{b) Further, since there are two kinds of premisses, | 

there is nothing to prevent a man’s having both pre- 
misses and acting against his knowledge, provi e at 
he is using only the universal premiss ana ^ne 
particular ; for it is particular acts that have to be done. 
And there are also two kinds of universal term ; one is 
predicable of the agent, the other of the object; e.g. 
‘dry food is good for every man’, and ‘I ana a man , or 
‘such-and-such food is dry’; but whether this food is 
such-and-such’, of this the incontinent man either h^ 
not or is not exercising the knowledge^ There will, 
then, be, firstly, an enormous difference between these 
manners of knowing, so that to know m one way 
we act incontinently would not seem anyt "’S ’ 

while to know in the other way would be 

And further (c) thepossessionofknowledgei 

sense than those just named is something ‘hat ItapP^ 
to men; for within the case of having knowledge 

th" pL Wf 

il^dlSt r r ^rthe condition oj 

rgraiL^uara^fitS^^^^^ 

• artnallv a ter our bodily conaiuon, 

sions. It IS evident, actually 

and in some men even proau 

plain, then, that incontinent people ‘ he said m be 
in a simila; condition to men asleep, mad, or drunk. 
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The fact that men use the language that flows from 
knowledge proves nothing; for even men under the 
influence of these passions utter scientific proofs and 
verses of Empedocles, and those who have just begun 
to learn a science can string together its phrases, but do 
not yet know it ; for it has to become part of themselves, 
and that takes time; so that we must suppose that the 
use of language by men in an incontinent state means 
no more than its utterance by actors on the stage. 

(d) Again, we may also view the cause as follows 
in the way a student of nature would. The one opinion 
is universal, the other is concerned with the particular 
facts, and here we come to something within the sphere 
of perception ; when a single opinion results from the 
two, the soul must in one type of case* affirm the 
conclusion, while in the case of opinions concerned 
with production it must immediately act (e.g. if ‘every- 
thing sweet ought to be tasted*, and ‘this is sweet’, in 
the sense of being one of the particular sweet things, 
the man who can act and is not restrained must at the 
same time actually act accordingly). When, then, the 
universal opinion is present in us restraining us from 
tasting, and there is also the opinion that ‘everything 
sweet is pleasant’, and that ‘this is sweet* (now this is 
the opinion that is active),^ and when appetite hap- 
pens to be present in us, the one opinion bids us avoid 
the object, but appetite leads us towards it (for it can 
move each of our bodily parts) ; so that it turns out 
that a man behaves incontinently under the influence 
(in a sense) of a rule and an opinion, | and of one not 
contrary in itself, but only incidentally— for the ap- 
petite is contrary, not the opinion — to the right rule. 
It also follows that this is the reason why the lower 
animals are not incontinent, viz. because they have no 

i.c. ID scientific reasooiog. * determmes action (cf. ^lO)# 
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universal judgement but only imagination and mem- 
ory of particulars. 

The explanation of how the ignorance is dissolved 
and the incontinent man regains his knowledge, is the 
same as in the case of the man drunk or asleep and 
is not peculiar to this condition; we must go to the 
students of natural science for it. Now, the last premiss 
being an opinion about a perceptible object, and being 
also what determines our actions, this a man either 
has not when he is in the state of passion, or has it m 
the sense in which having knowledge did not mean 
knowing but only talking, as a drunken man may 
mutter the verses of Empedocles.* And because the 
last term is not universal nor equally an object ot 
scientific knowledge with the universal term, the posi 
tion that Socrates sought to establish^ actually seerm 
to result; for it is not in the presence of what is thought 
to be knowledge proper that the passion occurs (nor is 
it this that is ‘dragged about’ as a result of the passion) , 

but in that of perceptual knowledge.^ 

This must suffice as our answer to the question of 
whether an incontinent man acts knowingly or not, 
and with what sort of knowledge it is possi e 0 e 

incontinent. 


Solution of the problem, what u the sphere of incontinence: 

its proper and its extended sense distinguished 
4. (2) We must next discuss whether ffiere is any one 
who is incontinent without qualification, or a 
who are incontinent are so in a particular sense and 
if there is, with what sort of objects he ts concerned. 


* n45*’‘.*2-24* 


• Sen tefL the minor premiss ^ 

ibscuTcd by passion, is uot universal but has for 

a the strict sense, since his minor pr 

ts subject a sensible particular, e.g. this glass 
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That both continent persons and persons of endur- 
ance, and incontinent and soft persons, are concerned 
with pleasures and pains, is evident. 

Now of the things that produce pleasure some are 
necessary, while others are worthy of choice in them- 
selves but admit of excess, the bodily causes of pleasure 
being necessary (by such I mean both those concerned 
with food and those concerned with sexual intercourse, 
i.e. the bodily matters with which we defined self- 
indulgence and temperance as being concerned) , while 
the others are not necessary but worthy of choice in 
themselves (e.g. victory, honour, wealth, and good and 
pleasant things of this sort). This being so, (a) those 
who go to excess with reference to the latter, contrary 
to the right rule which is in themselves, are not called 
incontinent simply, but incontinent with the qualifica- 
tion ‘in respect of money, gain, honour, or anger’ — 
not simply incontinent, on the ground that they are 
different from incontinent people and are called in- 
continent by reason of a resemblance. (Compare the 
case of Anthropos,* who won a contest at the Olympic 
games ; | in his case the general definition of man differed 
little from the definition peculiar to hirriy but yet it was 
different.) This is shown by the fact that incontinence 
either without qualification or in respect of some parti- 
cular bodily pleasure is blamed not only as a fault but 
as a kind of vice, while none of the people who are in- 
continent in these other respects is so blamed. 

But {b) of the people who are incontinent with 
respect to bodily enjoyments, with which we say the 
temperate and the self-indulgent man are concerned, 
he who pursues the excesses of things pleasant — and 
shuns those of things painful, of hunger and thirst and 

' *Anthropo$’, the Greek for was the name of an Olympic 

victor in 456 B.c* 
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heat and cold and all the objects of touch and taste— 
not by choice but contrary to his choice and h^ judge- 
ment. is called incontinent, not with the qualification 
‘in respect of this or that’, e.g. of anger, but just simply. 
This is confirmed by the fact that men are called soit 
with regard to these pleasures, but not with regard to 
any of the others. And for this reason we group together 
the incontinent and the self-indulgent, the contmen 
and the temperate man— but not any o ese 
types-because they are concerned somehow with the 

same pleasures and pains ; but thoug 1 t ese 

cerned with the same objects, t ey are 

related to them, but some of them make a deliberate 

choice while the others do not.‘ i^Hnlaent 

This is why we should describe as self-‘ndulge 

rather the man who without 

slight appetite pursues does so 

avoids moderate pains, than .^nnld the 

because of his strong appetite^, or w appetite 
former do, if he had in addition a PP^’ 

and a violent pain at the lack of the f 

Now of appetites good -for some 

class of thmgs " Irthv of choice, while 

pleasant things are by natur _ intermedi- 

others are contrary to these, ‘ g. wealth, 

ate, to adopt our previous . 

gain, victory, honour. And .v 

whether of this or of the interm desirine and 

blamed for being affected '^V.^h-n o desning and 

loving them, but for Jorng so in^a c^^^^ 

rr°x*"‘e -:««i «« 

, H tl.e lelf-lndulgent, not the continent and 

* t.c. the temperate and Uic se 

the iacontioent , <„„niraries’ are oot mentioned. 

‘ I I47»>23-3I, where, however, the conir 
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of the objects which are naturally noble and good, 
e.g. those who busy themselves more than they ought 
about honour or about children and parents, (are not 
wicked); for these too are goods, and those who busy 
themselves about them are praised; but yet there is an 
excess even in them — if like Niobe one were to fight 
even against the gods, or were to be as much devoted 
to one’s father as Satyrus nicknamed ‘the filial’, | who 
was thought to be very silly on this point.)* There is 
no wickedness, then, with regard to these objects, for 
the reason named, viz. because each of them is by 
nature a thing worthy of choice for its own sake; yet 
excesses in respect of them are bad and to be avoided. 
Similarly there is no incontinence with regard to them ; 
for incontinence is not only to be avoided but is ako 
a thing worthy of blame; but owing to a similarity in 
the state offeelingpeople apply the name incontinence, 
adding in each case what it is in respect of, as we may 
describe as a bad doctor or a bad actor one whom we 
should not call bad, simply. As, then, in this case we do 
not apply the term without qualification because each 
of these conditions is not badness but only analogous 
to it, so it is clear that in the other case also that alone 
must be taken to be incontinence and continence which 
is concerned with the same objects as temperance and 
self-indulgence, but we apply the term to anger by 
virtue of a resemblance; and this is why we say with 
a qualification ‘incontinent in respect of anger’ as we 
say ‘incontinent in respect of honour, or of gain’. 

Incontinence in its extended sense includes a brutish and a 
morbid form. 

5. (i) Some things are pleasant by nature, and of 

Nothing is really knovs-n about the Satyrus referred to, but Professor 

Burnet’s suggestion that he was a king of Bosporus w-ho deified his 
faclier seems probable. 
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these (a) some are so without qualification, and ( 4 ) 
others are so with reference to particular classes either 
of animals or of men ; while (2) others are not pleasant 
by nature, but (a) some of them become so by reason 
of injuries to the system, and ( 4 ) others by reason of 
acquired habits, and (r) others by reason of originally 
bad natures. This being so, it is possible with regard to 
each of the latter kinds to discover similar states of cha- 
racter to those recognized with regard to the former; 

I mean (A) the brutish states,' as m the case of the 
female who, they say, rips open pregnant women and 
devours the infants, or of the things in which some ol 
the tribes about the Black Sea that have Sone^ 
are said to delight-in raw meat or in huinan flesh, ot 
in lending their children to one anotlier to feast upon 

or of the story told of Phalaris.' 

These states are brutish, but (B) others arise as a re 

suit of disease' (or, in some cases, ol 

manwhosacrificedandatehismot er,orv\ ^ ujj 

who ate the liver of hb fellow), and others are morbid 

states (C)resultingfromcustom,'*e.g.t e a ' 

ingout the hair or of gnawing the nails, ° 

earth, and in addition to these paederasty for these arise 
insor;e by nature and in others, as 'hose who h t e 

been the victims of lust from 1 suchasmte 

Now those in whom nature IS t ecaus 

no one would call incontinent, any more 1 an one 

would apply the 'o 

sivepartthey play incopuiatio , 


* Answering to (2 c). 

• Answering to (2 a). 


t Sc. and the buU. But cf. n49»t4 
* Answering to (2i). 
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(continence or) incontinence but that which is so by 
analogy, as the man who is in this condition in respect 
of fits of anger is to be called incontinent in respect of 
that feeling, but not incontinent simply. 

For every excessive state whether of folly, of cow- 
ardice, of self-indulgence, or of bad temper, is either 
brutish or morbid; the man who is by nature apt to 
fear everything, even the squeak of a mouse, is coward- 
ly with a brutish cowardice, while the man who feared 
a weasel did so in consequence of disease; and of fool- 
ish people those who by nature are thoughtless and 
live by their senses alone are brutish, like some races 
of the distant barbarians, while those who are so as a 
result of disease (e.g. of epilepsy) or of madness are 
morbid. Of these chacteristics it is possible to have 
some only at times, and not to be mastered by them, 
e.g. Phalaris may have restrained a desire to eat the 
flesh of a child or an appetite for unnatural sexual 
pleasure; but it is also possible to be mastered, not 
merely to have the feelings. Thus, as the wickedness 
which is on the human level is called wickedness sim- 
ply, while that which is not is called wickedness not 
simply but with the qualification ‘brutish’ or ‘morbid’, 
in the same way it is plain that some incontinence is 
brutish and some morbid, while only that which corre- 
sponds to human self-indulgence is incontinence simply. 

That incontinence and continence, then, are con- 
cerned only with the same objects as self-indulgence 
and temperance, and that w'hat is concerned with other 
objects is a type distinct from incontinence, and called 
incontinence by a metaphor and not simply, is plain. 


huontinence in respect of anger is less disgraceful than 
incontinence proper 

6. That incontinence in respect of anger is less disgrace- 
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ful than that in respect of the appetites is what we will 
now proceed to see. ( i ) Anger seems to listen to argu- 
ment to some extent, but to mishear it, as do hasty 
servants who run out before they have heard the whole 
of what one says, and then muddle the order, or as dogs 
bark if there is but a knock at the door, before looking 
to see if it is a friend ; so anger by reason of the warmth 
and hastiness of its nature, though it hears, does not 
hear an order, and springs to take revenge. For ar^- 
ment or imagination informs us that we have been in- 
sulted or slighted, and anger, reasoning as it were that 
anything like this must be fought against, boils up 
straightway ; while appetite, if argument or perception 
merely says that an object is pleasant, springs to the 
enjoyment of it. | Therefore anger obeys the argument 
in a sense, but appetite does not. It is therefore more 
disgraceful; for the man who is incontinent in respect 
of anger is in a sense conquered by argument, while the 
other is conquered by appetite and not by argument. 

(2) Further, we pardon people more easily for 
following natural desires, since we pardon them more 
easily for following such appetites as are common to 
all men, and in so far as they are common ; now anger 
and bad temper are more natural than the appetites 
for excess, i.e. for unnecessary objects. Take for instance 
the man who defended himself on the charge of striking 
his father by saying ‘Yes, but Ar struck Ms fether, and h 
struck his, and’ (pointing to his child) this boy will 
strike me when he is a man ; it runs in the family ; or the 
man who when he was being dragged along by h^ son 
bade him stop at the doorway, since he himself had 

dragged his father only as far as that. ^ ' 

fol Further, those who are more given to plotting 
ag^^t others are more criminal. Now a p^sionate man 
given to plotting, nor is anger itself-it . open; 
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but the nature of appetite is illustrated by what 
the poets call Aphrodite, ‘guile-weaving daughter 
of CyprusV and by Homer’s words about her ‘em- 
broidered girdle’ : 

And the whisper of wooing is there, 
Whose subtlety stealeth the wits of the wise, how 
prudent soe’er.^ 


Therefore if this form of incontinence is more criminal 
and disgraceful than that in respect of anger, it is both 
incontinence without qualification and in a sense 
vice. 

(4) Further, no one commits wanton outrage with 
a feeling of pain, but everyone who acts in anger acts 
with pain, while the man who commits outrage acts 
with pleasure. If, then, those acts at which it is most just 
to be angry are more criminal than others, the inconti- 
nence which is due to appetite is the more criminal; for 
there is no wanton outrage involved in anger. 

Plainly, then, the incontinence concerned with appe- 
tite is more disgraceful than that concerned with anger, 
and continence and incontinence are concerned with 
bodily appetites and pleasures; but we must grasp the 
differences among the latter themselves. For, as has 
been said at the beginning, 3 some are human and 
natural both in kind and in magnitude, others are 
brutish, and others are due to organic injuries and 
diseases. Only with the first of these are temperance 
and self-indulgence concerned ; this is why we call the 
lower animals neither temperate nor self-indulgent, 
except by a metaphor, and only if some one race of 
animals exceeds another as a whole in wantonness, 
destructiveness, and omnivorous greed; these have no 
power of choice or calculation, but they are departures 

* Auilior unknouTi. * U. xiv. 214, 217. * Ii48‘>i5-3r. 
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from the natural norm,' as, among men, madmen are. | 
Now brutishness is a less evil than vice, though more 

alarming ; for it is not that the better part has been per- 
verted, as in man,— they have no better part. Thus it is 
like comparing a lifeless thing with a living in respect 
of badness ; for the badness of that which has no origma- 
tive source of movement is always less hurtful, and 
reason is an originative source. Thus it is like comparmg 
injustice in the abstract with an unjust man. Each is m 
some sense worse; for a bad man will do ten thousand 

times as much evil as a brute.* 


Softness and endurance: two forms of incontinence-weakness 
and impetuosity 

7. With regard to the pleasures and pains and appetites 
and aversions arising through much and taste, to which 
both self-indulgence and temperance were formerly 
narrowed down,' it is possible to be in such a state as to 
be defeated even by those of them which mos peop e 
master, or to master even those by which most people 
are defeated ; among these possibilities, those relatmg 
,0 pleasures are incontinence and contmence those 
relating to pains softness and endurance. The state of 

. And dierelore cannoc be called sclf-indulseo. properly, bu, roe be 

SO called by a metaphor. badness ol a brute and that of a bad 

. The between the badnes, of a life- 

man ts illustrated (0 J ^ ,l,ing can do more barm than 
less and that of a Iwmg ^ .. . Ku/rjacoif which the other has 

a lifeless because it has i,arm ilian a brute because he has in 

not; and a brute has not; (2) by a comparison 

voCs an dpxT) .u^.ract and an unjust man; injustice is in 

between injustice m ine u is what makes the unjust 

a sense worse— more lerri^ because it cannot operate except 

man unjust, and ui a sense alarming than a 

as realized in an imjust m . much less harm. The 

bad man, but (owmg to i ... corruption may be suspected 
second iUustration is very far fetched, an ^ 

in 1. 6. 
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most people is intermediate, even if they lean more 
towards the worse states. 

Now, since some pleasures are necessary while others 
are not, and are necessary up to a point while the ex- 
cesses of them are not, nor the deficiencies, and this is 
equally true of appetites and pains, the man who pur- 
sues the excesses of things pleasant, or pursues to excess 
necessary objects, and does so by choice, for their own 
sake and not at all for the sake of any result distinct from 
them, is self-indulgent; for such a man is of necessity 
without regrets, and therefore incurable, since a man 
without regrets cannot be cured.* The man who is 
deficient in his pursuit of them is the opposite of self- 
indulgent; the man who is intermediate is temperate. 
Similarly, there is the man who avoids bodily pains not 
because he is defeated by them but by choice. (Of those 
who do not choose such acts, one kind of man is led to 
them as a result of the pleasure involved, another be- 
cause he avoids the pain arising from the appetite, so 
that these types differ from one another. Now any one 
would think worse of a man if with no appetite or with 
weak appetite he were to do something disgraceful, than 
if he did it under the influence ofpowerful appetite, and 
worse of him if he struck a blow not in anger than if he 
did it in anger; for what would he have done if he had 
been strongly affected? This is why the self-indulgent 
man is worse than the incontinent.) Of the states 
named, then,^ the latter is rather a kind ofsoftness;^ the 
former is self-indulgence. While to the incontinent man 
is opposed die continent, to the soft is opposed the man 
of endurance ; for endurance consists in resisting, while 
continence consists in conquering, and resisting anid 

' dvdv'of . . . di taros 11. 2i-22i s a note to defend tlie use of the word 
dxdAacrrof, lit. incorrigible. * In U. 19-25. 

Not softness proper, which is non-deliberate avoidance of pain 
(U. 13-15). 
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conquering are different, as not being beaten is different 
from winning; this is why continence is also inore 
worthy of choice than endurance. 1 Now the man who k 
defective in respect of resistance to the thmgs which 
most men both resist and resist successfully is soft and 
effeminate ; for effeminacy too is a kind of sofmess ; such 
a man traUs his cloak to avoid the pam of lifting it, and 
plays the invalid without thinking himself wretched, 
though the man he imitates is a wretched man. 

tL case is similar with regard to contmence and 
incontinence. For if a man is defeated by violent and 
excessive pleasures or pains, there is not mg w 
in that; indeed we are ready to pardon h™ ha 
resisted as Theodectes’ Philocleics does when bitten 
bX snake or Carcinus’ Cercyon m the Ahpe, and as 

i 

prising if a man hold out against, 

pleasuresorpa^ wine m . like tlfe soft- 

when this IS not due to he ccl y ^ 

ness that is hered tary wil 

or that which distin,guishes the icmai 

inn is thought to be self- 
The lover of ‘Vo^amusement is a relaxa- 

indulgent, but IS really sor^ 

tion, since i is in 

amusement is one oi the pew 

impetuosity, another 
Of incontmence ^ deliberating fail, owing 

weakness. For some conclusions of their 

to their emotion, to stan deliberated 

deUberation, others beta ^ ^ 

are led by their emotion , ^ themselves), if they 

who first tickleothersarenott^ ^^^_ 

‘ Apparently a mu.ic.au a- A.exan 
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have first perceived and seen what is coming and have 
first roused themselves and their calculative facul- 
ty, are not defeated by their emotion, whether it be 
pleasant or painful. It is keen and excitable people 
that suffer especially from the impetuous form of in- 
continence; for the former by reason of their quickness 
and the latter by reason of the violence of their passions 
do not await the argument, because they are apt to 
follow their imagination. 


Self-indulgence worse than incontinence 

8. The self-indulgent man, as was said,* has no re- 
grets; for he stands by his choice; but any incontinent 
man is subject to regrets. This is why the position is not 
as it was expressed in the formulation of the problem,^ 
but the self-indulgent man is incurable and the in- 
continent man curable ; for wickedness is like a disease 
such as dropsy or consumption, while incontinence is 
like epilepsy; the former is a permanent, the latter an 
intermittent badness. And generally incontinence and 
vice are different in kind; vice is unconscious of itself, 
incontinence is not | (of incontinent men themselves, 
those who become temporarily beside themselves are 
better than those who have the rational principle but 
do not abide by it, since the latter are defeated by a 
weaker passion, and do not act without previous de- 
liberation like the others) ; for the incontinent man is 
like the people who get drunk quickly and on little 
wine, 3 i.e. on less than most people. 

Evidently, then, incontinence is not vice (though 
perhaps it is so in a qualified sense) ; for incontinence is 
contrary to choice while vice is in accordance with 

' * 1146*31-^2. 

® To gel a proper sense for this clause it seems necessary to treat 
11. 1-3 as parenthetical. 
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choice; not but what they are similar in respect of the 
actions they lead to; as in the saying of Demodocus 
about the Milesians, ‘The Milesians are not without 
sense, but they do the things that senseless people do’, 
so toc^ incontinent people are not criminal, but they will 


do criminal acts. 

Now since the incontinent man is apt to pursue, not 
on conviction, bodily pleasures that are exc^sive and 
contrary to the right rule, while the self-indulgent man 
is convinced because he is the sort of man to pursue 
them, it is on the contrary the former that is easily per- 
suaded to change his mind, while the latter is not. For 
virtue and vice respectively preserve and destroy the 
first principle, and in actions the final cause is the first 
principle, as the hypotheses' are in mathematics; 
neither in that case is it argument that teaches the first 
principles, nor is it so here-virtue either natural or 
produced by habituation is what teaches right opinion 
Lout the first principle. Such a man as this then, is 
temperate; the contrary type is the self-indulgent. 

bL there is a sort of man who is carried away as a 
result of passion and contrary to the right rule-a man 
whom passion masters so that he does not act accordmg 
to the right rule, but does not master to the extent of 
Iking L ready to believe that he ought to pursue 
Zch pleasures without reserve; this is the mcontinent 
maS who IS better than the self-indulgent man, and 
Lt bad without qualification ; for the best thmg m him, 

InofherLnd of man he who abides by his convictions 
anotner ^ of passion. 

l"t evident from these consideratmns that the latter 
ia a good state and the former a had one. 

r.r e existence of the primary objects of 

■ “““S st sL iL o. the uail. 

mathematics, such as me sir n 
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Relation of continence to obstinacy ^ incontinence, insensibility', 
temperance 

9. Is the man continent who abides by any and every 
rule and any and every choice, or the man who abides 
by the right choice, and is he incontinent who aban- 
dons any and every choice and any and every rule, or 
he who abandons the rule that is not false and the 
choice that is right; this is how we put it before in our 
statement of the problem.* Or is it incidentally any and 
every choice but per se the true rule and the right choice 
by which the one abides and the other does not? If 
anyone chooses or pursues this for the sake of that, | 
perse he pursues and chooses the latter, but incidentally 
the former. But when we speak without qualification 
we mean what is per se. Therefore in a sense the one 
abides by, and the other abandons, any and every 
opinion; but without qualification, the true opinion. 

There are some who are apt to abide by their 
opinion, who are called strong-headed, viz. those who 
are hard to persuade in the first instance and are not 
easily persuaded to change ; these have some likeness to 
the continent man, as the prodigal is in a way like the 
liberal man and the rash man like the confident man; 
but they are different in many respects. For it is to 
passion and appetite that the one will not yield, 
since on occasion the continent man will yield to 
argument', but it is to argument that the others refuse 
to yield, for they do form appetites and many of them 
are led by their pleasures. Now the people who are 
strong-headed are the opinionated, the ignorant, and 
the boorish — the opinionated being influenced by 
pleasure and pain ; for they delight in the victory they 
gain if tliey are not persuaded to change, and are 

* 1146*16-31. 
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pained if their decisions become null and void as de- 
crees sometimes do; so that they resemble the inconti- 
nent rather than the continent man. 

But there are some who fail to abide by their resolu- 
tions, not as a result of incontinence, e.g. Neoptolemus 
in Sophocles’ Philocteks', yet it was for the sake of 
pleasure that he did not stand fast— but a noble plea- 
sure; for telling the truth was noble to him, but he had 
been persuaded by Odysseus to tell the he. For not 
everyone who does anything for the sake of pleasure is 
either self-indulgent or bad or incontinent, but he who 
does it for a disgraceful pleasure. 

Since there is also a sort of man 
than he should in bodily things, and does not abide by 
the rule, he who is intermediate between him and the 
incontinent man is the continent "an; for the mcont^ 
nent man fails to abide by the rule because he delights 
too much in them, and this man because be de^.ghts m 

.rule and ^ contrary states must be 

continence is ^e; but because the 

bad, as they ^ people and seldom, as 

other extreme ,^e contrary only to self- 
temperance IS .'bought i^,^„„,i„ence. 

indulgence, so is cont.ne analogically, it is by 

Since many ,oeak of the ‘continence’ 

analogy that we have ,nd 

of the temperate do nothing contrary 

the temperate naan pleasures, | but the 

ton.» l,a.md 

srtr 
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both pursue bodily pleasures — the latter, however, also 
thinking that he ought to do so, while the former does 
not think this. 


Practical wisdom is not compatible with incontinence, but 
cleverness is 

10. Nor can the same man have practical wisdom and 
be incontinent; for it has been shown* that a man is at 
the same time practically wise, and good in respect of 
character. Further, a man has practical wisdom not 
by knowing only but by being able to act; but the in- 
continent man is unable to act — there is, however, 
nothing to prevent a clever man from being incontinent ; 
this is why it is sometimes actually thought that some 
people have practical wisdom but are incontinent, viz. 
because cleverness and practical wisdom differ in the 
way we have described in our first discussions,^ and are 
near together in respect of their reasoning, but differ in 
respect of their purpose — nor yet is the incontinent 
man like the man who knows and is contemplating 
a truth, but like the man who is asleep or drunk. And 
he acts willingly (for he acts in a sense with knowledge 
both of what he does and of the end to which he does 
it), but is not wicked, since his purpose is good; so that 
he is half-wicked. And he is not a criminal ; for he does 
not act of malice aforethought; of the two types of in- 
continent man the one does not abide bv the conclu- 
sions of his deliberation, while the excitable man does 
not deliberate at all. And thus the incontinent man is 
like a city which passes all the right decrees and has 
good laws, but makes no use of them, as in Anaxan- 
drides’ jesting remark, 

The city willed it, that cares nought for laws; 

* II44'23-V 
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but the wicked man is like a city that uses its laws, but 

has wicked laws to use. 

Now incontinence and continence are concerned 
with that which is in excess of the state characteristic 
of most men; for the continent man abides by his 
resolutions more and the incontinent man less than 

Of the forms of incontinence, that of excitable people 
is more curable than that of those who deliberate but do 
not abide by their decUions, and those who are mconti- 
nent through habituation are more curable than those 
in whom incontinence is innate ; for it is easier to change 

a habit than to change one’s nature; even habit is hard 

to change just because it is like nature, as Evenus says : 

I say that habit’s but long practice, friend, 
And this becomes men's nature in the end. 


We have now stated what 
endurance, and softness are 
related to each other. 1 


continence, incontinence, 
, and how these states are 


pleasure 

Three mews hostile to pleasure cud tk arguments for them 

, The study of pleasure and pain belongs to the pro- 
d^cISthe political philosopher ; for he ts the architect 
the end with a view to which we call one thing bad 

nd Loth’er good without qualification Further, it is 

S of our nLssary tasks to consider them; for not 

1 did we lay it down that moral vjrtue and vice are 

^ncertd with patns and pleasures,- but most people 
-oncerneu w y • .,r.ivps oleasure; this is why the 

iay that ^ derived from a word 

blessed man is called by a nan 

meaning enjoyment. 
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Now ( I ) some people think that nopleasure is a good, 
either in itself or incidentally, since the good and plea* 
sure are not the same ; (2) others think that some plea- 
sures are good but that most are bad. (3) Again there 
is a third view, that even if all pleasures are goods, yet 
the best thing in the world cannot be pleasure. ( i ) The 
reasons given for the view that pleasure is not a good at 
all are (a) that every pleasure is a perceptible process 
to a natural state, and that no process is of the same 
kind as its end, e.g. no process of building of the same 
kind as a house, (b) A temperate man avoids pleasures, 
(c) A man of practical wisdom pursues what is free 
from pain, not what is pleasant, (d) The pleasures are a 
hindrance to thought, and the more so the more one 
delights in them, e.g. in sexual pleasure; for no one 
could think of anything while absorbed in this, (e) 
There is no art of pleasure; but every good is the pro- 
duct of some art. (/) Children and the brutes pursue 
pleasures. (2) The reasons for the view that not all 
pleasures are good are that (a) there are pleasures that 
are actually base and objects of reproach, and (b) there 
are harmful pleasures; for some pleasant things are 
unhealthy. (3) The reason for the view that the best 
thing in the world is not pleasure is that pleasure is not 
an end but a process. 


Discussion of the view that pleasure is not a good 

12. These are pretty much the things that are said. 
That it does not follow from these grounds that pleasure 
is not a good, or even the chief good, is plain from 
the following considerations. (A)* (a) First, since that 
which is good may be so in either of two senses (one 
thing good simply and another good for a particular 
person), natural constitutions and states of being, and 

* (A) is the answer to (i a) and (3). 
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therefore also the corresponding movements and pro- 
cesses, will be correspondingly divisible. Of those which 
are thought to be bad some will be bad if taken with- 
out qualification but not bad for a particular person, 
but worthy of his choice, and some will not be worthy 
of choice even for a particular person, but only at a 
particular time and for a short period, though not with- 
out qualification ; while others are not even pleasures, 
but seem to be so, viz. all those which involve pain and 
whose end is curative, e.g. the processes that go on in 


sick persons. . . . , 

ib) Further, one kind of good being activity and an- 
other being state, the processes that restore us to our 
natural state are only incidentally pleasan ; for that 
matter the activity at work in the appetttes for them ts 
the activity of so much of our state and nature as has 
remained Ltmpaired ; for there are actua ly pleasures 

thatinvolvenepainorappctite(e.g.thoseofcontempla- 

! V , . c.rh T rase not being defective at 

airihat throthers are incidental is indicated by the fact 

"hat men do not enjoy the same pleasant objects when 

he r“ature is in its settled state as they do when it is 
their natu 

being rep eni , ^ipacant without qualification, in 
the things that are fo, ,hen they 

the latter ‘he contra^ cl these ^ Y 

XUreithtrTy nature or without qualification. The 

^ ' hptter than pleasure, as some say the 

something e process; for pleasures are not 

end is better ^ all involve process— they are 
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acquiring some faculty, but when we are exercising 
it; and not all pleasures have an end different from 
themselves, but only the pleasures of persons who 
are being led to the perfecting of their nature. This is 
why it is not right to say that pleasure is perceptible 
process, but it should rather be called activity of the 
natural state, and instead of ‘perceptible’ ‘unimpeded’. 
It is thought by some people to be process just because 
they think it is in the strict sense good\ for they think 
that activity is process, which it is not. 

(B) ^ The view that pleasures are bad because some 
pleasant things are unhealthy is like saying that healthy 
things are bad because some healthy things are bad for 
money-making ; both are bad in the respect mentioned, 
but they are not had for that reason — indeed, thinking 
itself is sometimes injurious to health. 

Neither practical wisdom nor any state of being is 
impeded by the pleasure arising from it; it is foreign 
pleasures that impede, for the pleasures arising from 
thinking and learning will make us think and learn all 
the more. 

(C) ^ The fact that no pleasure is the product of any 
art arises naturally enough ; there is no art of any other 
activity either, but only of the corresponding faculty; 
though for that matter the arts of the perfumer and the 
cook are thought to be arts of pleasure. 

(D) 3 The arguments based on the grounds that the 
temperate man avoids pleasure and that the man of 
practical wisdom pursues the painless life, and that 
children and the brutes pursue pleasure, are all refuted 
by the same consideration. We have pointed out^ in 
what sense pleasures are good without qualification 
and in what sense some are not good; now both the 


' Answer to (2 b) and (i d). » Answer to (i e). 

Answer to (i b), (i c), {if). * 1 152>’2&-1 153»7. 
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brutes and children pursue pleasures of the latter 
kind (and the man of practical wisdom pursue tran- 
quil freedom from that kind), viz. those which imp y 
appetite and pain, i.e. the bodily pleasures (for it is 
these that are of this nature) and the excesses of them 
in respect of which the self-indulgent man is self- 
indulgent. This is why the temperate man avoids these 
pleasures; for even he has pleasures of his own. 1 

Discussion of the view that pleasure is not the chief good 
13. But further (E) it is agreed that pain is bad and to 

„d .,h„ p.i. d W “X Shi. 

teSoSS.' mohios » h, moid.d "d 

good. .h«. • ““S ™ t,h .0 

”rJw£SS»SLd, 5 ,.,d«.» 

*2 hVf trood from being some pleasure, just 
prevent chief good 1 knowledge 

as *e <:hicf good m , Perhapsitis 

though certain [k has unimpeded acti- 

even necessary if each disp^^^ ,^^ (if unimpeded) of all 

vities, that, wkethe is happiness, 

our dispositions or tha ^.-orthy of our choice; 

this should be Thus the chief good would 

and this activity ^pieasure.^^^^^ pleasures might per- 

be some pleasure, ^ 

haps be happy l‘fe 

all men think that . h ’ -^ess— and reasonably 

pleasure into their id ' ^ u i3 impeded, and 

too; for no activity IS p-"'-'- 

> Answer to ^)* 
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happiness is a perfect thing ; this is why the happy man 
needs the goods of the body and external goods, i.e. 
those of fortune, viz. in order that he may not be im- 
peded in these ways. Those who say that the victim on 
the rack or the man who falls into great misfortunes is 
happy if he is good are, whether they mean to or not, 
talking nonsense. Now because we need fortune as well 
as other things, some people think good fortune the 
same thing as happiness; but it is not that, for even 
good fortune itself when in excess is an impediment, 
and perhaps should then be no longer called good for- 
tune; for its limit is fixed by reference to happiness. 

And indeed the fact that all things, both brutes and 
men, pursue pleasure is an indication of its being some- 
how the chief good : 

No voice is wholly lost that many peoples .... 

But since no one nature or state either is or is thought 
the best for all, neither do all pursue the same pleasure ; 
yet all pursue pleasure. And perhaps they actually 
pursue not the pleasure they think they pursue nor 
that which they would say they pursue, but the 
same pleasure ; for all things have by nature something 
divine in them. But the bodily pleasures have appro- 
priated the name both because we oftenest steer our 
course for them and because all men share in them; 
thus, because they alone are familiar, men think there 
are no others. | 

It is evident also that if pleasure, i.e. the activity of 
our faculties, is not a good, it will not be the case that 
the happy man lives a pleasant life; for to what end 
should he need pleasure, if it is not good but the happy 
man may even live a painful life? For pain is neither 
an evil nor a good, if pleasure is not; why then should 
he avoid it? Therefore, too, the life of the good man 
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wUl not be pleasanter than that of anyone else, if his 
activities are not more pleasant. 


Discussion of the view that most pleasures are bad, and of the 
tendency to identify bodily pleasures with pleasure in general 

14. (G)' With regard to the bodily pleasures, those 
who say that some pleasures are very much to be chosen, 
viz. the noble pleasures, but not the bodily pleasures, 
i.e. those with which the self-indulgent man is con- 
cerned, must consider why, then, the contrary pains 
are bad. For the contrary of bad is good. Are the neces- 
sary pleasures good in the sense in which even that 
which is not bad is good ? Or are they good up to a 
point? Is it that where you have states and processes of 
which there cannot be too much, there cannot be too 
much of the corresponding pleasure, and that where 
there can be too much of the one there can be too 
much of the other also? Now there can be too much 
of bodily goods, and the bad man is bad by virtue of 
pursuing the excess, not by virtue of pursuing the neces- 
sary pleasures (for all men enjoy in some way or other 
both dainty foods and wines and sexual mtercourse, 
but not all men do so as they ought). The contrary is 
the case with pain ; for he docs not avoid the excess of 
it, he avoids it altogether; and this is peculiar to him, 
for the alternative to excess of pleasure is not pam, 
except to the man who pursues this excess. 

SiL we should state not only the truth, but also 
the cause of error-for this contributes towards pro- 
ducing conviction, since when a reasonable explana- 
tion is given of why the false view appears true, this 


» Answer to (2). sentence slightly to bring out the rather 

I have expande _ voluptuary, and to him alone, 

objure ’„re appear exhaustive alternatives, and 

pain and violent bod y P always shuns the former, 

because he always pursues die latter 
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tends to produce belief in the true view — therefore we 
must state why the bodily pleasures appear the more 
worthy of choice, (a) Firstly, then, it is because they 
expel pain; owing to the excesses of pain that men 
experience, they pursue excessive and in general bodily 
pleasure as being a cure for the pain. Now curative 
agencies produce intense feeling — which is the reason 
why they are pursued — because they show up against 
the contrary pain. (Indeed pleasure is thought not to 
be good for these two reasons, as has been said,^ viz. that 
(a) some of them are activities belonging to a bad 
nature — either congenital, as in the case of a brute, 
or due to habit, i.e. those of bad men; while ()3) others 
are meant to cure a defective nature, and it is better 
to be in a healthy state than to be getting into it, [ but 
these arise during the process of being made perfect 
and are therefore only incidentally good.) {b) Further, 
they are pursued because of their violence by those 
who cannot enjoy other pleasures. (At all events they 
go out of their way to manufacture thirsts somehow 
for themselves. When these are harmless, the practice 
is irreproachable; when they are hurtful, it is bad.) 
For they have nothing else to enjoy and, besides, a 
neutral state is painful to many people because of their 
nature. For the animal nature is always in travail, as 
the students of natural science also testify, saying that 
sight and hearing are painful; but we have become 
used to this, as they maintain. Similarly, while, in 
youth, people are, owing to the growth that is going on, 
in a situation like that of drunken men, and youth is 
pleasant,^ on the other hand people of excitable nature^ 

‘ 1152^26-33. 

* i.e. the growth or replenishment that is going on produces exhilara* 
tion and pleasure. 

’ Lit., mclandiolic people, those characterized by an excess of black 
bile. 
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always need relief; for even their body is ever in tor- 
ment owing to its special composition, and they are 
always under the influence of violent desire ; but pain is 
driven out both by the contrary pleasure, and by any 
chance pleasure if it be strong; and for these reasons 
they become self-indulgent and bad. But &e pleasures 
that do not involve pains do not admit of excess ; and 
these are among the things pleasant by nature and not 
incidentally. By things pleasant incidentally I mean 
those that act as cures (for because as a result people 
are cured, through some action of the part that re- 
mains healthy, for this reason the process is thought 
pleasant) ; by things naturally pleasant I mean those 

that stimulate the action of the healthy nature. 

There is no one thing that is always pleasant, be- 
cause our nature is not simple but there is another 
element in us as well, inasmuch as we are P^'^^able 
creatures, so that if the one element something 
this is unnatural to the other nature, ^^en the 
two elements are evenly balanced what is done seems 
neither painful nor pleasant; for if the namre of any- 
S wL simple, the same action would always be 
most pleasant to it. This is why God always enjoys a 
Ig e and simple pleasure; for there is not only an 
activity of movement but an acUv.ty of immobility, 
aXkasure is found more in rest than in movement. 

vicious - for it is not simple nor good. 

W^have now discussed continence and inconti- 

j 1 c.rp and pain, both what each is and 
nence, and p ea others bad; 

in what sense some ol tliem a g 

it remains to speak oi friendship. 



BOOK VIII - FRIENDSHIP 


KINDS OF FRIENDSHIP 

Friendship both necessary and noble: main questions about it 

I. After what we have said, a discussion of friend- 
ship would naturally follow, since it is a virtue or im- 
plies virtue, and is besides most necessary with a view 
to living. For without friends no one would choose to 
live, though he had all other goods; even rich men 
and those in possession of office and of dominating 
power are thought to need friends most of all; for what 
is the use of such prosperity without the opportunity 
of beneficence, which is exercised chiefly and in its most 
laudable form towards friends? Or how can prospe- 
rity be guarded and preserved without friends? The 
greater it is, the more exposed is it to risk. And in 
poverty and in other misfortunes men think friends are 
the only refuge. It helps the young, too, to keep from 
error; it aids older people by ministering to their needs 
and supplementing the activities that are failing from 
weakness ; those in the prime of life it stimulates to noble 
actions — ‘two going together’’ — for with friends men 
are more able both to think and to act. Again, parent 
seems by nature to feel it for offspring and offspring 
for parent, not only among men but among birds and 
among most animals; it is felt mutually by members 
of the same race, and especially by men, whence we 
praise lovers of their fellow men. We may see even in 
our travels how near and dear every man is to every 
other. Friendship seems too to hold states together, and 
lawgivers to care more for it than for justice ; for con- 
cord seems to be something like friendship, and this 

II. X. 224. 
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they aim at most of all, and expel faction as their worst 
enemy; and when men are friends they have no need 
of justice, while when they are just they need friendship 
as well, and the truest form of justice is thought to be 

a friendly quality. 

But it is not only necessary but also noble; for we 
praise those who love their friends, and it is thought 
to be a fine thing to have many friends; and again we 
think it is the same people that are good men and are 


friends. . . , . ** 

Not a few things about friendship are matters of 

debate. Some define it as a kind of likeness and say 

like people are friends, whence come the sayings like 

to like’ ■ ‘Birds of a feather flock together and so on ; 

others ^n the contrary say ‘Two of a trade never agree .| 

On this very question they inquire for deeper and more 

physical causes, Euripides saying that P^^^ed ear h 

loves the rain, and stately heaven when with ram 

loves to fall to earth’, and Heraclitus that It is wl^at 

opposes that helps’ and ‘From 

faiLt tune’ and ‘all things are produced through strife , 
while Empedocles, as well as others, expresses the oppo- 
^te view Lt like aims at like. The phy^cal problems 
we may leave alone (for they do not belong to the 

Turn aSri wheth^ 

who think there IS on yo indication; for even 

r.. «ir. .. w, 1... 

discussed this matter previously. 

in. ■■.,8 .Ut.■JackdawlOJ.ckdaw^Tllesour«isunknowI.. 

‘ Od.xvu. 210. ■> 

* Place unknowD. 
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Three objects of love: implications of friendship 

2. The kinds of friendship may perhaps be cleared up 
if we first come to know the object of love. For not 
everything seems to be loved but only the lovable, and 
this is good, pleasant, or useful; but it would seem to 
be that by which some good or pleasure is produced 
that is useful, so that it is the good and the pleasant 
that are lovable as ends. Do men love, then, the good, 
or what is good for them? These sometimes clash. So 
too with regard to the pleasant. Now it is thought that 
each loves what is good for himself, and that the good 
is without qualification lovable, and what is good for 
each man is lovable for him ; but each man loves not 
what is good for him but what seems good. This how- 
ever will make no difference; we shall just have to say 
that this is ‘that which seems lovable’. Now there are 
three grounds on which people love: of the love of 
lifeless objects we do not use the word ‘friendship’, for 
it is not mutual love, nor is there a wishing of good 
to the other (for it would surely be ridiculous to wish 
wine well; if one wishes anything for it, it is that it 
may keep, so that one may have it oneself) ; but to a 
friend we say we ought to wish what is good for his 
sake. But to those who thus wish good we ascribe only 
goodwill, if the wish is not reciprocated ; goodwill when 
it is reciprocal being friendship. Or must we add ‘when 
it is recognized’? For many people have goodwill to 
those whom they have not seen but judge to be good 
or useful ; | and one of these might return this feeling. 
These people seem to bear goodwill to each other; but 
how could one call them friends when they do not know 
their mutual feelings? To be friends, then, they must 
be mutually recognized as bearing goodwill and wish- 
ing well to each other for one of the aforesaid reasons. 
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Three corresponding kinds of friendship: superiority of friend- 
ship whose motive is good 

3. Now these reasons differ from each other in kind; 
so, therefore, do the corresponding forms of love and 
friendship. There are therefore three kmds of friend- 
ship, equal in number to the things that are lovable; 
for with respect to each there is a mutual and recog- 
nized love, and those who love each other wish weU to 
each other in that respect in which they love one 
other. Now those who love each other for their utUity 
do not love each other for themselves but in vurtue 
of some good which they get from each other. So too 
with those who love for the sake of pleasure; it is not 
for their character that men love ready-witted people 
but because they find them pleasant. Therefore those 
who love for the sake of utility love for the sake of what 
is good for themselves, and those who love for the sake 
of pleasure do so for the sake of what is peasant to 
theLelves and not in so far as the other is the person 
loved but in so far as he is useful or pleasant. And thus 
these friendships are only incidental ; for it is not ^ 
being the man he is that tl.e loved person « loved, 
bmfs providing some good or pleasure. Such iriend- 
Sfips then, are easily dissolved, if the parties do not 

Sain like’ themselves ; lor if .he one party is no longer 
1 tVtf* other ceases to love nim. 

^Sw the useful is not permanent but is always chang- 
ing. Th^ when iLsmucLTit existed 

away, the friendship 1 d, 

only for the old people (for at that 

seems to exist chicll) ba 

age people pursue not t P 

of those who peoV do not live much 

who pursue Utility. /Via sue. j y 
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with each other either; for sometimes they do not even 
find each other pleasant; therefore they do not need 
such companionship unless they are useful to each 
other ; for they are pleasant to each other only in so far 
as they rouse in each other hopes of something good 
to come. Among such friendships people also class 
the friendship of host and guest. On the other hand the 
friendship of young people seems to aim at pleasure; 
for they live under the guidance of emotion, and pursue 
above all what is pleasant to themselves and what is 
immediately before them ; but with increasing age their 
pleasures become different. This is why they quickly 
become friends and quickly cease to be so ; their friend- 
ship changes with the object that is found pleasant, 
and such pleasure alters quickly. [ Young people are 
amorous too; for the greater part of the friendship of 
love depends on emotion and aims at pleasure; this is 
why they fall in love and quickly fall out of love, chang- 
ing often within a single day. But these people do wish 
to spend their days and lives together ; for it is thus that 
they attain the purpose of their friendship. 

Perfect friendship is the friendship of men who arc 
good, and alike in virtue; for these wish well alike to 
each other qua good, and they are good in themselves. 
Now those who wish well to their friends for their sake 
are most truly friends; for they do this by reason of 
their own nature and not incidentally; therefore their 
friendship lasts as long as they are good — and good- 
ness is an enduring thing. And each is good without 
qualification and to his friend, for the good are both 
good without qualification and useful to each other. 
So too they are pleasant; for the good are pleasant 
both without qualification and to each other, since to 
each his own activities and others like them are plea- 
surable. and the actions of the good aze the same or 
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like. And such a friendship is as, might be expected, 
permanent, since there meet in it all the qualities that 
friends should have. For all friendship is for the sake 
of good or of pleasure— good or pleasure either in the 
abstract or such as will be enjoyed by him who has 
the friendly feeling-and is based on a certain resem- 
blance ; and to a friendship of good men all the qualities 
we have named belong in virtue of the nature of the 
friends themselves ; for in the case of this k>nd of friend- 
ship the other qualities also' are alike m both frien^, 
and that which is good without qualification is also 
without qualification pleasant, and these are the most 
lovable qualities. Love and friendship therefore are 
found most and in their best form between such men. 

But it is natural that such friendshjps should be in- 
frequent; for such men are rare, hurther, such friend- 
ship requires time and familiarity; as the proverb say , 
mfn cannot know each other till they have eaten salt 
together’ ; nor can they admit each other to friends ip 

orle friends till each has beer, found >°vable and been 
* j u Those who quickly show the marks 

‘T ^h m elch oth r w"h to L friends, but are 
of frmndship ^ ^ and know the 

-r “ bu, 

friendship does not. 

Contrast between the best ami inferior kinds 

4 This kind of friendship, then, is perfect both m re- 
4. inis K uu respects, and in it 

spect of . - ji respects the same as, or 

each gets from each is what ought 

something like «ha ’ h g 

. relative coodness. and relative pleasant- 
‘ i.e. absolute pleasantness, rcia R 

ness, as well as absolute goodness. 
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people too are pleasant to each other. So too does 
friendship for the sake of utility; for the good are also 
useful to each other. Among men of these inferior sorts 
too, friendships are most permanent when the friends 
get the same thing from each other (e.g. pleasure) , and 
not only that but also from the same source, as happens 
between ready-witted people, not as happens between 
lover and beloved. For these do not take pleasure in 
the same things, but the one in seeing the beloved and 
the other in receiving attentions from his lover; and 
when the bloom of youth is passing the friendship some- 
times passes too (for the one finds no pleasure in the 
sight of the other, and the other gets no attentions from 
the first) ; but many lovers on the other hand are con- 
stant, if familiarity has led them to love each other’s 
characters, these being alike. But those who exchange 
not pleasure but utility in their amour are both less 
truly friends and less constant. Those who are friends 
for the sake of utility part when the advantage is at an 
end ; for they were lovers not of each other but of profit. 

For the sake of pleasure or utility, then, even bad 
men may be friends of each other, or good men of bad, 
or one who is neither good nor bad may be a friend to 
any sort of person, but for their own sake clearly only 
good men can be friends; for bad men do not delight 
in each other unless some advantage come of the re- 
lation. 

The friendship of the good too, and this alone, is proof 
against slander; for it is not easy to trust anyone’s 
talk about a man who has long been tested by oneself; 
and it is among good men that trust and the feeling 
that ‘he would never wrong me’ and all the other things 
that are demanded in true friendship are found. In 
the other kinds of friendship, however, there is nothing 
to prevent these evils arising. 
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For men apply the name of friends even to those 
whose motive is utility, in which sense states are said 
to be friendly (for the alliances of states seem to am 
at advantage), and to those who lo^e each o*er for 
the sake of pleasure, in which sense children are called 
friends. Therefore we too ought perhaps to call such 
people friends, and say that there are several kinds of 
friendship-firstly and in the proper se^e that of good 

men qua good, and by analog the 
is in virtue of something good and something akm to 
what is found in true friendship that they are friends, 
since even the pleasant is good for the lovers “f 

But these two kinds °/“heXi 

nor do the same people become fronds for he sake of 

utility and of pleasure ; for things that are oo'Y ‘"Oiden- 

tally connected are not often coupled ‘op*er^ 

oTht^Sends t thrL^^^^ 

a resemblance to these. 

The me of friendshf d.mgu.shed from tfu actiorty of 
friendship and from the feeling of friendliness 

. As in regard to the v irtues some men are called good 
5. /^smrcgtiiu -Mvorarter others in respect ot 

in respect of a state o ’friendship; for those 

an activity, so too in 

who live "hose who are asleep or 

benefits on each °'^^ ’^rforming, but are disposed 

locally separated are P ; ^ship; distance does 
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actually to make men forget their friendship; hence 
the saying ‘Out of sight, out of mind’.* Neither old 
people nor sour people seem to make friends easily; for 
there is little that is pleasant in them, and no one can 
spend his days with one whose company is painful, or 
not pleasant, since nature seems above all to avoid the 
painful and to aim at the pleasant. Those, however, 
who approve of each other but do not live together 
seem to be well disposed rather than actual friends. 
For there is nothing so characteristic of friends as living 
together (since while it is people who are in need that 
desire benefits, even those who are supremely happy 
desire to spend their days together; for solitude suits 
such people least of all); but people cannot live to- 
gether if they are not pleasant and do not enjoy the 
same things, as friends who are companions seem to do. 

The truest friendship, then, is that of the good, as 
we have frequently said;* for that which is without 
qualification good or pleasant seems to be lovable and 
desirable, and for each person that which is good or 
pleasant to him ; and the good man is lovable and desir- 
able to the good man for both these reasons. Now it 
looks as if love were a feeling, friendship a state of 
character; for love may be felt just as much towards 
lifeless things, but mutual love involves choice and 
choice springs from a state of character; and men wish 
well to those whom they love, for their sake, not as a 
result of feeling but as a result of a state of character. 
And in loving a friend men love what is good for them- 
selves ; for the good man in becoming a friend becomes 
a good to his friend. Each, then, both loves what is 
good for himself, and makes an equal return in good- 
will and in pleasantness; for friendship is said to be 

' Lit. ‘Many a friendship has lack of converse broken*. The source 
is unknown. 2 j 23^ 33^ ,157*30. V 
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equality, and both of these are found most in the friend- 
ship of the good. 1 


Various relations between the three kinds 

6. Between sour and elderly people friendship arises 
less readily, inasmuch as they are less good-tempered 
and enjoy companionship less ; for these are thought to 
be the greatest marks of friendship and most productive 
of it. This is why, while young men become friends 
quickly, old men do not; it is because men do not be- 
come friends with those in whom they do not delight; 
and similarly sour people do not quickly make friends 
either. But such men may bear goodwill to each other , 
for they wish one another well and aid one another in 
need; but they are hardly /nctirfr, because they do not 
spend their days together or delight in each other, 
and these are thought the greatest marks of friend- 

One cannot be a friend .0 many people in the sense 
of having friendship of the perfect type with them, just 
as one cannot be in love with many people at once 

(for love is a sort of excess of feeling, and it “ 

of such only to be felt towards one person), and it is 

not easy for P^°J^\',y‘''”pe”^L‘^Le7to^^ 

UdThireyL” One must, too, 

‘"ye- trr:' » ”S”; 

one ; for many people ai c usci u t- 

services take little time. . . , i nlca- 

Of these two kinds that which is for the sake oi plea 
U1 tnese friendship, when both parties get 

sure IS *e more hkejr ends^p,^ ^ 

the same thmgs friendships of the 

Other or m the same thing , 
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young ; for generosity is more found in such friendships. 
Friendship based on utility is for the commercially 
minded. People who are supremely happy, too, have 
no need of useful friends, but do need pleasant friends ; 
for they wish to live with someone and, though they can 
endure for a short time what is painful, no one could 
put up with it continuously, nor even with the Good 
itself if it were painful to him ; this is why they look out 
for friends who are pleasant. Perhaps they should look 
out for friends who, being pleasant, are also good, and 
good for them too; for so they will have all the charac- 
teristics that friencis should have. 

People in positions of authority seem to have friends 
who fall into distinct classes; some people are useful to 
them and others are pleasant, but the same people are 
rarely both ; for they seek neither those whose pleasant- 
ness is accompanied by virtue nor those whose utility is 
with a view to noble objects, but in their desire for plea- 
sure they seek for ready-witted people, and their other 
friends they choose as being clever at doing what they 
are told, and these characteristics are rarely combined. 
Now we have said that the^oo^/man is at the same time 
pleasant and useful;’ but such a man does not become 
the friend of one who surpasses him in station, unless he 
is surpassed also in virtue; if this is not so, he does not 
establish equality, by beingproportionally exceeded in 
both respects. But people who surpass him in both re- 
spects are not so easy to find. | 

However that may be, the aforesaid friendships in- 
volve equality; for the friends get the same things from 
one another and wish the same things for one another, 
or exchange one thing for another, e.g. pleasure for 
utility; we have said,^ however, that they are both less 
truly friendships and less permanent. But it is from 

‘ 1156^^13-15, 1157*1-3. * 1 156*16-24, 1 157*20-33. 
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their likeness and their iinlikeness to the same thing 
that they are thought both to be and not to be friend- 
ships. It is by their likeness to the friendship of virtue 
that they seem to be friendships (for one of them in- 
volves pleasure and the other utility, and these charac- 
teristics belong to the friendship of virtue as well) ; 
whUe it is because the friendship of virtue is proof 
against slander and permanent, while these quickly 
change (besides differing from the former in many 
other respects), that they appear not to be friendships, 
i.e. it is because of their unlikeness to the friendship of 

virtue. 


reciprocity of friendship 
In unequal friendships a proportion must be maintained 

7. But there is another kind of friendship, viz. that 

which involves an inequality between the 

that of father to son and in genera of elder to younger, 

that of man to wife and in general tha t 

ject. And these friendships differ also from each other 

for it is not the same tliat 

“7. ,h., „ „ .he .am. « .ta ° “ 

U«t othmband 10 wie ,he «me “ 

ba.<l. Fee tbe W.-e “rwS,4S 

is different, and different also. 

Ae love and the fnendsh p ^ 

Each party, then, n 8 ^^^der to parents 

nor ought to seek “.butwh 

what they ‘ ^ -"j .^rerder what they should 
mto the world, and persons will be 

to their children, the fne thh P P ; , 

abiding and excellent. In alllre P^^^Py.^ 

equality the love also should oe p h 
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better should be more loved than he loves, and so should 
the more useful, and similarly in each of the other cases ; 
for when the love is in proportion to the merit of the 
parties, then in a sense arises equality, which is cer- 
tainly held to be characteristic of friendship. 

But equality does not seem to take the same form in 
acts of justice and in friendship; for in acts of justice 
what is equal in the primary sense is that which is in pro- 
portion to merit, while quantitative equality is secon- 
dary, but in friendship quantitative equality is primary 
and proportion to merit secondary. This becomes clear 
if there is a great interval in respect of virtue or vice 
or wealth or anything else between the parties; for 
then they are no longer friends, and do not even expect 
to be so. And this is most manifest in the case of the 
gods; for they surpass us most decisively in all good 
things. But it is clear also in the case of kings ; | for with 
them, too, men who are much their inferiors do not 
expect to be friends ; nor do men of no account expect to 
be friends with the best or wisest men. In such cases it is 
not possible to define exactly up to w'hat point friends 
can remain friends; for much can be taken away and 
friendship remain, but when one party is removed to a 
great distance, as God is, the possibility of friendship 
ceases. This is in fact the origin of the question whether 
friends really wish for their friends the greatest goods, 
e.g. that of being gods; since in that case their friends 
will no longer be friends to them, and therefore will not 
be good things for them (for friends are good things). 
The answer is that if we were right in saying that friend 
wishes good to friend for his sake,* his friend must re- 
main the sort of being he is, whatever that may be; 
therefore it is for him only so long as he remains a man 
that he will wish the greatest goods. But perhaps not 
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all the greatest goods ; for it is for himself most of all that 
each man wishes what is good. 

Loving is more of the essence of friendship than being loved 

8. Most people seem, owing to ambition, to wish to be 
loved rather than to love; which is why most men love 
flattery; for the flatterer is a friend in an inferior posi- 
tion, or pretends to be such and to love more than he is 
loved; and being loved seems to be akin to being hon- 
oured, and this is what most people atm at. But it seems 
to be not for its own sake that people choose honour, 
but incidentally. For most people enjoy being hon- 
oured by those in positions of authority because of their 
hopes (L they think that if .hey want anything they 
will get it from them ; and therefore they delight n 
honour as a token of favour to come) ; while those who 
desire honour from good men, and men who ^ow, 

LTves they delight in honour, therefore, because they 

b lieve in their own goodness on the strength of the 
hrdgement of those who speak about them In be.ng 
old on the other hand, people delight for its own 
Ike; whence it would seem '“^e better than bemg 

honoured, and friendship to ‘‘if 

it seems to he in loving rather than 

indicated by ^e dehg 

some ha f iheir fate they love them 

up, and so long , 

and do not seek to be lo th^m 

have both) but seem to be satisfied if they see them 

prlS- and they themselves love their children 
prospering, ignorance give them no- 

even if these since friendship depends 

thmg of a mother s du^ ^ 

more on loving, ^ characteristic 

that are praised, loving seems lu 
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virtue of friends, so that it is only those in whom this 
is found in due measure that are lasting friends, and 
only their friendship that endures. | 

It is in this way more than any other that even un- 
equals can be friends; they can be equalized. Now 
equality and likeness are friendship, and especially the 
likeness of those who are like in virtue; for being stead- 
fast in themselves they hold fast to each other, and 
neither ask nor give base services, but (one may say) 
even prevent them; for it is characteristic of good men 
neither to go wrong themselves nor to let their friends 
do so. But wicked men have no steadfastness (for they do 
not remain even like to themselves) , but become friends 
for a short time because they delight in each other’s 
wickedness. Friends who are useful or pleasant last 
longer; i.e. as long as they provide each other with en- 
joyments or advantages. Friendship for utility’s sake 
seems to be that which most easily exists between con- 
traries, e.g. between poor and rich, between ignorant 
and learned ; for what a man actually lacks he aims at, 
and one gives something else in return. But under this 
head, too, one might bring lover and beloved, beautiful 
and ugly. This is why lovers sometimes seem ridiculous, 
when they demand to be loved as they love; if they are 
equally lovable their claim can perhaps be justified, 
but when they have nothing lovable about them it is 
ridiculous. Perhaps, however, contrary does not even 
aim at contrary by its own nature, but only inciden- 
tally, the desire being for what is intermediate; for 
that is what is good, e.g. it is good for the dry not to be- 
come wet* but to come to the intermediate state, and 
similarly with the hot and in all other cases. These sub- 
jects we may dismiss; for they are indeed somewhat 
foreign to our inquiry. 

* a . ii55\ 
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RELATION OF RECIPROCITY IN FRIENDSHIP 
TO THAT INVOLVED IN OTHER FORMS OF 

COMMUNITY 

Paraltelim of friendship and justice: the state comprehends 
all lesser communities 

9. Friendship and justice seem, as we have said at the 
Ltset of our discussion.- to be concerned with the 
same objects and exhibited between the same persom 
For in every community there is thought to be some 
form of justice, and friendship too ; at east men address 
asfrieni their fellow voyagers and fellow ^^Jie^> “'J 
so too those associated with them m any ki"d^ 
community. And the extent of their association is the 

for friendship depends on community. Now brothers 
T hom ie hati eR.rrfd have definite things in 

others to whom we hat e r ^j^^^^fc^ertforoffriend- 
common-somemoreth g others less truly friend- 
ships, too, some ar • ^^e differ too ; the duties of 

ships. And of brothers to each other 

parents to children | and tho 

are not the same, nor thos^ 

fellow citrzem and^ “’ditfereiice, therefore, also be- 
friendship. There n a 

tween the acts that jooreases by be- 

classes of .associates, a h ^ 

mg exhibited towards defraud a corn- 

sense; e.g. It IS a .Jnble not to help a 

rade than a fel ow terrible to wound a 

brother than a strange , 
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father than anyone else. And the demands of justice also 
seem to increase with the intensity of the friendship, 
which implies that friendship and justice exist between 
the same persons and have an equal extension. 

Now all forms of community are like parts of the 
political community; for men journey together with 
a view to some particular advantage, and to provide 
something that they need for the purposes of life ; and it 
is for the sake of advantage that the political community 
too seems both to have come together originally and 
to endure, for this is what legislators aim at, and they 
call just that which is to the common advantage. Now 
the other communities aim at advantage bit by bit, 
e.g. sailors at what is advantageous on a voyage with a 
view to making money or something of the kind, fellow 
soldiers at what is advantageous in war, whether it is 
wealth or victory or the taking of a city that they seek, 
and members of tribes and demes act similarly [Some 
communities seem to arise for the sake of pleasure, viz. 
religious guilds and social clubs ; for these exist respec- 
tively for the sake of offering sacrifice and of compa- 
nionship. But all these seem to fall under the political 
community; for it aims not at present advantage but 
at what is advantageous for life as a whole],* offering 
sacrifices and arranging gatherings for the purpose, 
and assigning honours to the gods, and providing plea- 
sant relaxations for themselves. For the ancient sacri- 
fices and gatherings seem to take place after the harvest 
as a sort of firstfruits, because it was at these seasons 
that people had most leisure. All the communities, then, 
seem to be parts of the political community; and the 
particular kinds of friendship will correspond to the 
particular kinds of community. 

It seems best to treat 11 . 1^23 3 S ao insertion from an alternative 
version. 
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Classification of constitutions: analogies with family relations 
10. There are three kinds of constitution, and an equal 

number of deviation-forms— perversions, as it were, of 
them. The constitutions are monarchy, aristocracy, 
and thirdly that which is based on a property quali- 
fication, which it seems appropriate to call timocratic, 
though most people are wont to call it polity. The best 
of these is monarchy, the worst timocracy. The devia- 
tion from monarchy is tyranny; 1 for both are forms of 
one-man rule, but there n the greatest difference be- 
tween them: the tyrant looks to his own advantage, 
the king to that of his subjects. For a mail is not a kmg 
unless he is sufficient to himself and excels his subjects 
in all good things; and such a man needs nothing 
further; therefore he will not look to his own interests 
but to those of his subjects; for a kmg who is not like 
that would be a mere titular king. Now tyranny is the 
very contrary of this ; the tyrant pursues his own good. 
And it is clearer in the case ol tyranny that it is the 
worst deviation-form;' but it is the contrary of the best 
that is worst." Monarchy passes over into tyranny, for 
tyranny is the evil form of one-man rule and the bad 
Idng becomes a tyrant. .Aristocracy passes over in o 
oligarchy by the badness of the rulers, who distribute 
coLary to equity what belongs to the city-al or n^ost 
of the good things to themselves, and office a ways to 

the same people, paying most 

the rulers are few and are bad men instead of the most 
worthy. Timocracy passes over mto democracy ; for 
these are co-term.nous, since it is the ideal even of timo- 
eracy to be the rule of the majority, and all who have 
the property qualification count as equal. Democracy 

• - ,ha„ i. is Uial monarchy Is .he bes. genuine form (‘35). 

» Therefore monarchy must be the best. 
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is the least bad of the deviations; for in its case the 
form of constitution is but a slight deviation. These 
then are the changes to which constitutions are most 
subject; for these are the smallest and easiest transi- 
tions. 

One may find resemblances to the constitutions and, 
as it were, patterns of them even in households. For 
the association of a father with his sons bears the form of 
monarchy, since the father cares for his children; and 
this is why Homer calls Zeus ‘father’;* it is the ideal of 
monarchy to be paternal rule. But among the Persians 
ihe rule of the father is tyrannical ; they use their sons 
as slaves. Tyrannical too is the rule of a master over 
slaves; for it is the advantage of the master that is 
brought about in it. Now this seems to be a correct form 
ol government, but the Persian type is perverted; for 
the modes of rule appropriate to dififerent relations are 
diverse. The association of man and wife seems to be 
aristocratic; for the man rules in accordance with his 
worth, and in those matters in which a man should 
rule, but the matters that befit a woman he hands over 
to her. If the man rules in everything the relation passes 
over into oligarchy; for in doing so he is not acting in 
accordance with their respective worth, and not ruling 
in virtue of his superiority. | Sometimes, however, 
women rule, because they are heiresses; so their rule is 
not in virtue of excellence but due to wealth and power, 
as in oligarchies. The association of brothers is like 
timocracy; for they are equal, except in so far as they 
diff er in age ; hence if they differ much in age, the friend- 
ship is no longer of the fraternal type. Democracy is 
found chiefly in masterless dwellings (for here every- 
one IS on an equality), and in those in which the ruler 
is weak and every one has licence to do as he pleases. 

* e.g. li. j. 503. 
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Corresponding fmms of friendship, and ofjustke 

IX* Each of the constitutions may be seen to involve 
friendship just in so far as it involves justice. The friend- 
ship between a king and his subjects depends on an 
excess of benefits conferred; for he confers benefits on 
his subjects if being a good man he cares for them 
with a view to their well-being, as a shepherd does for 
his sheep (whence Homer called Agamemnon shep- 
herd of the peoples’).' Such too is the friendship of a 
father, though this exceeds the other in the greatness of 
the benefits conferred ; for he is responsible for the exist- 
ence of his children, which is thought the greatest good, 
and for their nurture and upbringing. These things 
are ascribed to ancestors as well. Further, by nature 
a father tends to rule over his sons, ancestors over de- 
scendants, a king over hh subjects. These friendships 
imply superiority of one party over the other, which is 
why ancestors are honoured. The justice therefore that 
exists between persons so related is not the same on 
both sides but is in every case proportioned to inerit ; 
for that is true of the friendship as well. The friendship 
of man and wife, again, is the same that is found in an 
aristocracv; for it is m accordance with virtue-the 
better gets more of u hat isgood, and each gets what be- 
fits him; and so, too, with the justice in these relation. 
The friendship of brothers is like that of comrades; or 
they are equal and of like age, and such persoj^ are for 
the most part like in their feelings and their character. 
Like this, too, is the friendship appropriate to t.rn^ 
cratic go;ernment; for in such a constitution the ideal 
is for tL citizens to be equal and fair; theretoe rule . 
taken in turn, and on equal terms; and the friendship 

appropriate here will correspon 

1 e.g. //. ii. 243- 
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But in the deviation-forms, as justice hardly exists, so 
too does friendship. It exists least in the worst form: in 
tyranny there is little or no friendship. For where there 
is nothing common to ruler and ruled, there is not 
friendship either, since there is not justice ; e.g. between 
craftsman and tool, soul and body, master and slave; 
the latter in each case is benefited by that which uses it, | 
but there is no friendship or justice towards lifeless 
things. But neither is there friendship towards a horse 
or an ox, nor to a slave qua slave. For there is nothing 
common to the two parties ; the slave is a living tool and 
the tool a lifeless slave. Qua slave, then, one cannot be 
friends with him. But qua man one can ; for there seems 
to be some justice between any man and any other who 
can share in a system of law or be a party to an agree- 
ment; therefore there can also be friendship with him 
in so far as he is a man. Therefore while in tyrannies 
friendship and justice hardly exist, in democracies they 
exist more fully; for where the citizens are equal they 
have much in common. 

Various forms of friendship between relations 

12. Every form of friendship, then, involves association, 
as has been said.* One might, however, mark off from 
the rest both the friendship of kindred and that of 
comrades. Those of fellow citizens, fellow tribesmen, 
fellow voyagers, and the like are more like mere friend- 
ships of association ; for they seem to rest on a sort of 
compact. With them we might class the friendship of 
host and guest. 

The friendship of kinsmen itself, while it seems to be 
of many kinds, appears to depend in every case on 
parental friendship; for parents love their children as 
being a part of themselves, and children their parents 

' ii59‘’29-32. 
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as having themselves originated from them. Now (i) 
parents know their offspring better than their children 
know that they are their children, and (2) the origi- 
nator feels his offspring to be his own more than the 
offspring do their begetter; for the product belongs to 
the producer (e.g. a tooth or hair or anything else to 
him whose it is), but the producer does not belong 
to the product, or belongs in a less degree. And (3) the 
length of time produces the same result; parents love 
their children as soon as these are born, but children 
love their parents only after time has elapsed and they 
have acquired understanding or the power of discrimi- 
nation by the senses. From these considerations it is 
also plain why mothers love more than fathers do. Pa- 
rents, then, love their children as themselves (for their 
issue are by virtue of their separate existence a sort of 
other selves), while children love their parents as being 
born of them, and brothers love each other as being 
bom of the same parents; for their identity with them 
makes them identical with each other (which is the 
reason why people talk of ‘tiie same blood , the same 
stock’, and so on). They are. therefore, in a sense the 
same thing, though in separate individuals. Two things 
that contribute greatly to friendship are a common up- 
bringing and similarity of age; for ‘two of an age take 
to each other’, and people brought up together tend to 
be comrades ; whence the friendship of brothers is akin 
to that of comrades. | And cousins and other kinsmen 
are bound up together by derivation from brothers, 
viz. by being derived from the same parents. They 
come to be closer together or farther apart by virtue 
of the nearness or distance of the original anc^tor. 

The friendship of children to parents, and of men to 
gods, is a relation to them as to something good and 
superior; for they have conferred the greatest benefits, 
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since they are the causes of their being and of their 
nourishment, and of their education from their birth; 
and this kind of friendship possesses pleasantness and 
utility also, more than that of strangers, inasmuch as 
their life is lived more in common. The friendship of 
brothers has the characteristics found in that of com- 
rades (and especially when these are good), and in 
general between people who are like each other, inas- 
much as they belong more to each other and start with 
a love for each other from their very birth, and inas- 
much as those born of the same parents and brought up 
together and similarly educated are more akin in cha- 
racter; and the test of time has been applied most fully 
and convincingly in their case. 

Between other kinsmen friendly relations are found 
in due proportion. Between man and wife friendship 
seems to exist by nature; for man is naturally inclined 
to form couples— even more than to form cities, inas- 
much as the household is earlier and more necessary 
than the city, and reproduction is more common to 
man with the animals. With the other animals the 
union extends only to this point, but human beings live 
together not only for the sake of reproduction but also 
for the various purposes of life; for from the start the 
functions are divided, and those of man and woman 
are different ; so they help each other by throwing their 
peculiar gifts into the common stock. It is for these 


reasons that both utility and pleasure seem to be found 
in this kind of friendship. But this friendship may be 
based also on virtue, if the parties are good; for each 
has its own virtue and they will delight in the fact. And 
children seem to be a bond of union (which is the rea- 
son why childless people part more easily) ; for chil- 
dren are a good common to both and what is common 
holds them together. 
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How man and wife and in general friend and friend 
ought mutually to behave seems to be the same ques- 
tion as how it is just for them to behave ; for a man does 
not seem to have the same duties to a friend, a stranger, 
a comrade, and a schoolfellow. 


CASUISTRY OF FRIENDSHIP 

Principles to be observed (d) vi friendship between equals 

13. There are three kinds of friendship, as we said at the 
outset of our inquiry,’ and in respect of each some are 
friends on an equality and others by virtue ofa superio- 
rity (for not only can equally good men become friends 
but a better man can make friends with a worse, | and 
similarly in friendships of pleasure or utility the friends 
may be equal or unequal in the benebts they confer). 
This being so, equals must effect the required equa- 
lization on a basts of equality in love and in all other 

respects, while unequals n.ust render what is in pro- 
portion to their superiority or mferionty. 

Complaints and reproaches arise either only or 
chiefly in the friendship ol utility, and this is only to be 
expected. For those who are friends on the ground of 
virtue are anxious to do well by each other (since that 
is a mark of virtue and of friendship) and between men 

1- 1 e.-rvrr oihcr iu this thcrc cannot be 

who are emulating eacn cmci x ^ a u ^ 

complaints or quarrels; no one is oirended by a inan 
wholes him and does well by him-if he is a person 
of nice feeling he takes his revenge by doing well by the 
other. And the man who excels the other in the serv^es 
he renders wUl not complain of h^ friend, since he 
what he aims at; for each man desires what is good 
Nor do complaints arise much even in friendships of 
pleasure ; for both get at the same tim- what they desire, 

' 1 156*7' 

215 



[1162^14] ETHICS VIII. 13 [-35] 

if they enjoy spending their time together; and even a 
man who complained of another for not affording him 
pleasure would seem ridiculous, since it is in his power 
not to spend his days with him. 

But the friendship of utility is full of complaints; for 
as they use each other for their own interests they al- 
ways want to get the better of the bargain, and think 
they have got less than they should, and blame their 
partners because they do not get all they ‘want and 
deserve’ ; and those who do well by others cannot help 
them as much as those whom they benefit want. 

Now it seems that, as justice is of two kinds, one 
unwritten and the other legal, one kind of friendship of 
utility is moral and the other legal. And so complaints 
arise most of all when men do not dissolve the relation 
in the spirit of the same type of friendship in which they 
contracted it. The legal type is that which is on fixed 
terms; its purely commercial variety is on the basis of 
immediate payment, while the more liberal variety 
allows time but stipulates for a definite quid pro quo. In 
this variety the debt is clear and not ambiguous, but in 
the postponement it contains an element of friendliness ; 
and so some states do not allow suits arising out of such 
agreements, but think men who have bargained on a 
basis of credit ought to accept the consequences. The 
moral type is not on fixed terms; it makes a gift, or does 
whatever it does, as to a friend; but one expects to 
receive as much or more, as having not given but lent ; 
and if a man is worse off when the relation is dissolved 
than he was when it was contracted he will complain. 
This happens because all or most men, while they wish 
for what is noble, choose what is advantageous; now 
it is noble to do well by another without a view to re- 
payment, but it is the receiving of benefits that is 
advantageous. \ 


216 



% 

[ii 63 *i] ethics vm. 13 [- 21 ] 

Therefore if we can we should return the equivalent 
of what we have received (for we must not make a man 
our friend against his will ; we must recognize that we 
were mistaken at the first and took a benefit from a 
person we should not have taken it from since it was 
not from a friend, nor from one who did it just for the 
sake of acting so — and we must settle up just as if we 
had been benefited on fixed terms) .Indeed, one would 
agree to repay' if one could (if one could not, even the 
giver would not have e.xpected one to do so) ; therefore 
if it is possible we must repay. But at the outset we must 
consider the man by whom we are being benefited and 
on what terms he is acting, in order that we may accept 
the benefit on these terms, or else decline it. 

It is disputable whether we ought to measure a ser- 
vice by its utility to the receiver and make the return 
with a view to that, or by the beneficence of the giver. 
For those who have received say they have received 
from their benefactors what meant little to the laHer 
and what they might have got from others-mini- 

mizing the service; while the giiers. on t 
say it was the biggest thing they had, and what could 
not have been got from otliers, and that it was given m 
times of danger or similar need. Now ^ the friendsh^ 
is one that aims at uHlUj. surely the advantage to he 
receiver is the measure, for it is he that asks for the 
service, and the other man helps him on ‘he assump- 
tion that he will receive the equivalent ; so the assist- 
ance has been precisely as great as the advantage to th 
receiver, and therefore he must return as as he 

has received, or even more (for that would be nobleO- 
In friendships based on virtue, on the other hand cona- 

‘ It possible t ^adc no pro^Hh'en Tgo' 

Veti'ns. d.e asttd, In promise lo repav 

if we could. 
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plaints do not arise, but the purpose of the doer is_ a 
sort of measure ; for in purpose lies the essential element 
of virtue and character. 

Principles to be observed {b) in friendship between unequals 

14. Differences arise also in friendships based on supe- 
riority; for each expects to get more out of them, but 
when this happens the friendship is dissolved. Not only 
does the better man think he ought to get more, since 
more should be assigned to a good man, but the more 
useful similarly expects this; they say a useless man 
should not get as much as they should, since it becomes 
an act of public service and not a friendship if the pro- 
ceeds of the friendship do not answer to the worth of 
the benefits conferred. For they think that, as in a com- 
mercial partnership those who put more in get more 
out, so it should be in friendship. But the man who 
is in a state of need and inferiority makes the opposite 
claim ; such men think it is the part of a good friend to 
help those who are in need; what, they say, is the use 
of being the friend of a good man or a powerful man, 
if one is to get nothing out of it? | 

At all events it seems that each party is justified in 
his claim, and that each should get more out of the 
friendship than the other — not more of the same thing, 
however, but the superior more honour and the infe- 
rior more gain; for honour is the prize of virtue and 
of beneficence, while gain is the assistance required by 
inferiority. 

It seems to be so in constitutional arrangements 
also; the man who contributes nothing good to the 
common stock is not honoured ; for what belongs to the 
public is given to the man who benefits the public, and 
honour does belong to the public. It is not possible to 
get wealth from the common stock and at the same time 
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honour. For no one puts up with the smaller share in 
all things ; therefore to the man who loses in wealth they 
assign honour and to the man who is willing to be paid, 
wealth, since the proportion to merit equalizes the par- 
ties and preserves the friendship, as we have said.* 

This then is also the way in which we should associate 
with unequals; the man who is benefited in respect of 
wealth or virtue must give honour in return, repaying 
what he can. For friendship asks a man to do what he 
can, not what is proportional to the merits of the case; 
since that cannot always be done, e.g. in honours paid 
to the gods or to parents; for no one could ever return 
to them the equivalent of what he gets, but the man 
who serves them to the utmost of his power is thought 

to be a good man. 

This is why it would not seem open to a man to dis- 
own his father (though a fatlicr may disown h^ son) ; 
being in debt, he should repay, but there is nothing by 
doing which a son will have done the equivalent of 
what he has received, so that he is always in debt. But 
creditors can remit a debt; and a father can therefore 
do so too. At the same time it is thought that presum- 
ably no one would repudiate a son who was not far 
gone in wickedness; for apart from the natural friend- 
ship of father and son it is human nature not to reject 
a son’s assistance. But the son, if he » wicked. wUl 
naturally avoid aiding his father, or not be zeate 
about it; for most people wish to get benefits, but avoid 
doing them, as a thing unprofitable.— So much for 

these questions. 

» u62*34-'^4.cf. n!,8*'27. n59‘35-’’3- 
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Principles to be observed (c) where the motives on the two sides 

are different 

i. In all friendships between dissimilars it is, as we 
have said,* proportion that equalizes the parties and 
preserves the friendship; e.g. in the political form of 
friendship the shoemaker gets a return for his shoes in 
proportion to his worth, and the weaver and all other 
craftsmen do the same. | Now here a common measure 
has been provided in the form of money, and therefore 
everything is referred to this and measured by this; but 
in the friendship of lovers sometimes the lover com- 
plains that his excess of love is not met by love in return 
(though perhaps there is nothing lovable about him), 
while often the beloved complains that the lover who 
formerly promised everything now performs nothing. 
Such incidents happen when the lover loves the be- 
loved for the sake of pleasure while the beloved loves 
the lover for the sake of utility, and they do not both 
possess the qualities expected of them. If these be the 
objects of the friendship it is dissolved when they do not 
get the things that formed the motives of their love; for 
each did not love the other person himself but the 
qualities he had, and these were not enduring; that is 
why the friendships also are transient. But the love of 
characters, as has been said, endures because it is self- 
dependent.^ Differences arise when what they get is 
something different and not what they desire; for it is 
like getting nothing at all when we do not get what we 
aim at; compare the story of the person who made 

* This has not been said precisely of friendsiup between dissimilars, 
but cf. 1132^31-33. ii=) 6 ^ 27 . i159*35-‘>3, u 62-’34-^4, n63*>ii. 

’ ii 56‘’9- i 2. 
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promises to a lyre-player, promising him the more, 
the better he sang, but in the morning, when the other 
demanded the fulfilment of his promises, said that he 
had given pleasure’ for pleasure. Now if this had been 
what each wanted, all would have been well; but if the 
one wanted enjoyment but the other gain, and the one 
has what he wants while the other has not, the terms 
of the association will not have been properly fulfilled ; 
for what each in fact wants is what he attends to, and 
it is for the sake of that that he will give what he has. 

But who is to fix the worth of the service; he who 
makes the sacrifice or he who has got the advantage ? 
At any rate the other seems to leave it to him. This is 
what they say Protagoras used to do: whenever he 
taught anything whatsoever, he bade the learner assess 
the value of the knowledge, and accepted the amount 
so fixed. But in such matters some men approve of the 
saying ‘Let a man have his fixed reward . 

Those who get the money first and then do none of 
the things they said they would, ovving to the extrava- 
gance of their promises, naturally 'hemselves the 
objects of complaint; for they do not fulfil what they 
agreed to. The sophists are perhaps compelled to do 
this because no one would give money for the thin^ 
they do know. These people, then, if they do not do 
what they have been paid for, are naturally made the 

"trlrttmis contract of service, those who 
give up something for the sake of the other party cannot 
(as w^have said)^ be complained of (for *at is the 

nature of the friendship ol virtue), 1 an t e re urn 

,, — , .-ouM - -1. 


* i.e. the pleasure of expectation. 


* ii 62 '^i 3 . 
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a return to those with whom one has studied philo- 
sophy; for their worth cannot be measured against 
money, and they can get no honour which will balance 
their services, but still it is perhaps enough, as it is with 
the gods and with one’s parents, to give them what 
one can. 

If the gift was not of this sort, but was made with 
a view to a return, it is no doubt preferable that the 
return made should be one that seems fair to both 
parties, but if this cannot be achieved, it would seem 
not only necessary that the person who gets the first 
service should fix the reward, but also just; for if the 
other gets in return the equivalent of the advantage 
the beneficiary has received, or the price he would 
have paid for the pleasure, he will have got what is fair 
as from the other. 

We see this happening too with things put up for 
sale, and in some places there are laws providing that 
no actions shall arise out of voluntary contracts, on the 
assumption that one should settle with a person to 
whom one has given credit, in the spirit in which one 
bargained with him. The law holds that it is more just 
that the person to whom credit was given should fix the 
terms than that the person who gave credit should do 
so. For most things are not assessed at the same value 
by those who have them and those who want them; 
each class values highly what is its own and what it is 
offering; yet the return is made on the terms fixed by 
the receiver. But no doubt the receiver should assess 
a thing not at what it seems worth when he has it, but 
at what he assessed it at before he had it. 


Conflict of obligations 

2. A further problem is set by such questions as 
whether one should in all things give the preference to 
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one’s father and obey him, or whether when one is ill 
one should trust a doctor, and when one has to elect 
a general should elect a man of military skill; and 
similarly whether one should render a service by pre- 
ference to a friend or to a good man, and should show 
gratitude to a benefactor, or oblige a friend, if one 

cannot do both. 

All such questions are hard, are they not, to decide 
with precision? For they admit of many variations of 
all sorts in respect both of the magnitude of the sereice 
and of its nobility and necessity. But that we should not 
give the preference in all things to the same person is 
plain enough; and we must for the most part return 
benefits rather than oblige friends, as we must pay 
back a loan to a creditor rather than make one to a 
friend. But perhaps even this is not always true; e.g. 
should a man who has been ransomed out of the han^ 
ofbrigands ransom his ransomer in return, whoever he 
may L (or pay him if he has not been captured bu 

demands payment), or should he ransom his father | 

It would seem that he should ransom his father m 
preference even to himself. As we a\e sai , 
generally the debt should be paid, but if the gift is 
Lceedingly noble or cxceeoingly necessary, one should 

defer to thele considerations. For sometimes It IS not even 

fair to return the equivalent of what 
when the one man has done a service to one whom he 
knows to be good, while the other makes a return to 
oneThom he believes to be bad. For that matter, one 
should sometimes not lend in return to one who to 

i» '« o 

r' . A, W or.< Jho i. bdl~rf 10 be i»d. 

K;rrrie"”.,., » d.™.d b - 

‘ ii64‘’3»-n65'a. 
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fair ; and if they are not, but people think they are, they 
would be held to be doing nothing strange in refusing. 
As we have often pointed out,* then, discussions about 
feelings and actions have only as much definiteness as 
their subject-matter. 

That we should not make the same return to every- 
one, nor give a father the preference in everything, as 
one does not sacrifice everything to Zeus,^ is plain 
enough ; but since we ought to render different things 
to parents, brothers, comrades, and benefactors, we 
ought to render to each class what is appropriate and 
becoming. And this is what people seem in fact to do: 
to marriages they invite their kinsfolk, for these have 
a part in the family and therefore in the doings that 
affect the family; and at funerals also they think that 
kinsfolk, before all others, should meet, for the same 
reason. And it would be thought that in the matter 
of food we should help our parents before all others, 
since we owe our own nourishment to them, and it is 
more honourable to help in this respect the authors of 
our being even before ourselves; and honour too one 
should give to one’s parents as one does to the gods, 
but not any and every honour; for that matter one 
should not give the same honour to one’s father and 
to one’s mother, nor again should one give them the 
honour due to a philosopher or to a general, but the 
honour due to a father, or again to a mother. To all 
older persons, too, one should give honour appropriate 
to their age, by rising to receive them and finding seats 
for them and so on; while to comrades and brothers 
one should allow freedom of speech and common use 
of all things. To kinsmen, too, and fellow tribesmen 
and fellow citizens and to every other class one should 


' 1094^11-27. 1098*26-29, ii03‘’34-ii04»5. 
* Cf. I 134‘'i8-24, 
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always try to assign what is appropriate, and to com- 
pare the claims of each class with respect to nearness 
of relation and to virtue or usefulness. The comparison 
is easier when the persons belong to the same class, and 
more laborious when they are different. Yet we must 
not on that account shrink from the task, but decide 
the question as best we can. 


Occasions of breaking of friendship 

3. Another question that arises is whether friendships 
should or should not be broken off when the other party 
does not remain the same. | Perhaps we may say that 
there is nothing strange in breaking off a friendship 
based on utility or pleasantness, when our friends no 
longer have these attributes. For it was of these attri- 
butes that we were the friends; and when these have 
failed it is reasonable to love no longer. But one might 
complain of another if, when he loved us for our useful- 
ness or pleasantness, he pretended to love Uj 
character. For, as we said at the outset,' most differ- 
ences arise between friends when they are not rien s 
in the spirit in which they think they are. So when a 
man has deceived himself and has thought he was be- 
ing loved for his character, when the other person was 
doing nothing of the kind, he must blame himself; but 
when he has been deceived by the pretences of the 
other person, it is just that he should complain against 
his deceiver; he will complain with more just.ee than 
one does against people who counterfeit the currency, 
inasmuch Is the wrongdoing is concerned with some- 

thing more valuable. j . * 

But if one accepts another man as good, and he turns 

out badly and is seen to do so, must one still love him . 

I i62*’23'25- 
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Surely it is impossible, since not everything can be 
loved, but only what is good. What is evil neither can 
nor should be loved ; for it is not one’s duty to be a lover 
of evil, or to become like what is bad ; and we have 
said* that like is dear to like. Must the friendship, then, 
be forthwith broken off? Or is this not so in ail cases, 
but only when one’s friends are incurable in their 
wickedness? If they are capable of being reformed one 
should rather come to the assistance of their character 
or their property, inasmuch as this is better and more 
characteristic of friendship. But a man who breaks off 
such a friendship would seem to be doing nothing 
strange ; for it was not to a man of this sort that he was 
a friend; when his friend has changed, therefore, and 
he is unable to save him, he gives him up. 

But if one friend remained the same while the other 
became better and far outstripped him in virtue, 
should the latter treat the former as a friend ? Surely he 
cannot. When the interval is great this becomes most 
plain, e.g. in the case of childish friendships; if one 
friend remained a child in intellect while the other 
became a fully developed man, how could they be 
friends when they neither approved of the same things 
nor delighted in and were pained by the same things? 
For not even with regard to each other will their tastes 
agree, and without this (as we saw)* they cannot be 
friends; for they cannot live together. But we have 
discussed these matters.^ 

Should he, then, behave no otherwise towards 
him than he would if he had never been his friend? 
Surely he should keep a remembrance of their former 
intimacy, and as we think we ought to oblige friends 
rather than strangers, so to those who have been our 


' Ii56‘’i9-2t, 1159^. 

* Ibid. 17-24, n58'»33-33. 
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friends we ought to make some allowance for our 
former friendship, when the breach has not been due 
to excess of wickedness. I 


INTERNAL NATURE OF FRIENDSHIP 


Friendship is based on self-love 

4. Friendly relations with one’s neighbours, and the 
marks by which friendships are defined, seem to have 
proceeded from a man’s relations to himself. For ( i ) we 
define a friend as one who wishes and does what is good, 
or seems so, for the sake of his friend, or {2) as one who 
wishes his friend to exist and live, for his sake; which 
mothers do to their children, and friends do who have 
come into conflict. And {3) others define him as one 
who lives with and (4) has the same tastes as anoth^, 
or {5) one who grieves and rejoices with his friend; 
and this too is found in mothers most of alh It is by 
some one of these characteristics that friendship too is 


defined. , , 1 ^ 

Now each of these is true of the good man s relation 

to himself (and of aU other men m so far as drey thi^ 

themselves good ; vrrtue and the good man seem as h^ 

been said,- to be the measure of every class of things) . 

For" his opinions are harmonious, and he desires the 

same things with all his soul; and therefore- he wisto 

for himself what is good and what seems so and doe^ 

it (for it is characteristic of the good man to work ou 

the good), and does so for his own sake (for he does 

for the sake of the intellectual element in him, which ^ 

thought to be the man himself) ; and^ he wishes himself 

to INe and be preserved, and especially the element 

by virtue of wh^h he thinks. For existence is good to 


* m 3 “ 22 - 33 , 1 099“ 13- 

* (1) above. 


* (4) above. 

* (2) above. 
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the virtuous man, and each man wishes himself what 
is good, while no one chooses to possess the whole world 
if he has first to become someone else (for that matter, 
even now God possesses the good) he wishes for this 
only on condition of being whatever he is; and the 
element that thinks would seem to be the individual 
man, or to be so more than any other element in him. 
And^ such a man wishes to live with himself; for he does 
so with pleasure, since the memories of his past acts are 
delightful and his hopes for the future are good, and 
therefore pleasant. His mind is well stored too with 
subjects of contemplation. And^ he grieves and rejoices, 
more than any other, with himself; for the same thing 
is always painful, and the same thing always pleasant, 
and not one thing at one time and another at another; 
he has, so to speak, nothing to regret. 

Therefore, since each of these characteristics belongs 
to the good man in relation to himself, and he is related 
to his friend as to himself (for his friend is another self), 
friendship too is thought to be one of these attributes, 
and those who have these attributes to be friends. 
Whether there is or is not friendship between a man 
and himself is a question we may dismiss for the pre- 
sent there would seem to be friendship in so far as 
he is two or more, to judge from the aforementioned 
attributes of friendship, | and from the fact that the ex- 
treme of friendship is likened to one’s love for oneself. 

But the attributes named seem to belong even to the 
majority of men, poor creatures though they may be. 
Are we to say then that in so far as they are satisfied 
with themselves and think they are good, they share 


‘ Sc. but as no one gains by God’s now having the good, he would 
not gain if a new person which was no longer himself were to possess 
it. Cf. 1159*5-11. * (3) above, ^ (5) above. 

* Cf. 1 168*28-1 !69*’2. 


228 



[ ii 66*’5] ethics ix. 4 [- 27 ] 

in these attributes? Certainly no one who is thoroughly 
bad and impious has these attributes, or even seems to 
do so. They hardly belong even to inferior people; for 
they^ are at variance with themselves, and have appe- 
tites for some things and rational desires for others. This 
is true, for instance, of incontinent people; for they 
choose, instead of the things they themselves think 
good, things that are pleasant but hurtful ; while others 
again, through cowardice and laziness, shrink from 
doing what they think best for themselves. And^ those 
who have done many terrible deeds and are hated for 
their wickedness even shrink from life and destroy 
themselves. Besides, ^ wicked men seek for people wnh 
whom to spend their days, and shun themselves; for 
they remember many a grievous deed, an anticipate 
others like them, when they are by themselves, but 
when they are with others they forget. And havmg 
nothing lovable in them they have no feeling of love 
to themselves. Thereforet also such men do not rejoice 
or grieve with themselves; for their sou is rent by 
faction, and one element in it by reason of its wicked- 
ness grieves when it abstains Irom certain ’ 
the other part is pleased, and one draws hem th^ way 
and the other that, as if they were ptdhng them m 
pieces. If a man cannot at the same time be Pamed and 
pleased, at all events after a short time be >s pam d 
because he was pleased, and he could have w.hed tha^ 
these things had not been pleasant to him ; for bad men 

'"SSe'bad man docs not seem to be amicably 

disposed even to himself, because ‘here is noth'ng 

. , . 1 ^ if to be thus IS the height ot 

m him to love; so that u ic» ijv 

wretchedness, we should strain every nerve to avoid 


‘ (4) above. 
* (l) above. 


* (2) above. 

* (5) above. 


(3) above. 
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wickedness and should endeavour to be good ; for so 
and only so can one be either friendly to oneself or 
a friend to another. 

Relation of friendship to goodwill 

5. Goodwill is a friendly sort of relation, but is not 
identical with friendship; for one may have goodwill 
both towards people whom one does not know, and 
without their knowing it, but not friendship. This has 
indeed been said already.* But goodwill is not even 
friendly feeling. For it does not involve intensity or 
desire, whereas these accompany friendly feeling; and 
friendly feeling implies intimacy while goodwill may 
arise of a sudden, as it does towards competitors in 
a contest ; | we come to feel goodwill for them and to 
share in their wishes, but we would not do anything 
with them; for, as we said, we feel goodwill suddenly 
and love them only superficially. 

Goodwill seems, then, to be a beginning of friend- 
ship, as the pleasure of the eye is the beginning of love. 
For no one loves if he has not first been delighted by the 
form of the beloved, but he who delights in the form of 
another does not, for all that, love him, but only does 
so when he also longs for him when absent and craves 
for his presence ; so too it is not possible for people to be 
friends if they have not come to feel goodwill for each 
other, but those who feel goodwill are not for all that 
friends; for they only wish well to those for whom they 
feel goodwill, and would not do anything with them 
or take trouble for them. And so one might by an 
extension of the’ term ‘friendship’ say that goodwill is 
inactive friendship, though when it is prolonged and 
reaches the point of intimacy it becomes friendship — 
not the friendship based on utility nor that based on 
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pleasure ; for goodwill too does not arise on those terms. 
The man who has received a benefit bestows goodwill 
in return for what has been done to him, but in doing so 
is only doing what is just ; while he who wishes someone 
to prosper because he hopes for enrichment through 
him seems to have goodwill not to him but rather to 
himself, just as a man is not a friend to another if he 
cherishes him for the sake of some use to be made ot 
him. In general, goodwill arises on account of some 
excellence and worth, when one man seems to another 
beautiful or brave or something of the sort, as we 
pointed out in the case of competitors in a contest. 


Mation of friendship tc unanimity 

6 . Concord also seems to be a fnendly relation^ For 
this reason it is not identity of opinion; for ‘hat m^h 
occur even with people who do not Imow each other 
nor do we say that people who have the same views on 
any and every subject are in accord, e.g. those who 
agree about the heavenly bodies (for concord abou 
these is not a friendly relation), but we do say that a 

S is raccord when men have the same opinion 
abLt what is to their interest, and choose the same 
actions and do what they have resolved in common. 
I is a“;ut things to be done, therefore that peop e ar^ 

s^dtobeinaccorjm^ 

all part es to gei 

be elective, or ha hey sho^^^^ be their ruler-at a 

Sparta “■‘^ha Pit ac ^ 

time when he hiriMelt w^ himself to have the thing in 

each of ‘7 in the PJwenissae, they are in 

question, like he capta 

a State of faction; for it is noi 
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two parties thinks of the same thing, whatever that 
may be, but only when they think of the same thing in 
the same hands, e.g. when both the common people 
and those of the better class wish the best men to rule ; | 
for thus and thus alone do all get what they aim at. 
Concord seems, then, to be political friendship, as 
indeed it is commonly said to be; for it is concerned 
with things that are to our interest and have an influ- 
ence on our life. 

Now such concord is found among good men ; for 
they are in accord both in themselves and with one 
another, being, so to say, of one mind (for the wishes of 
such men are constant and not at the mercy of oppos- 
ing currents like a strait of the sea), and they wish for 
what is just and what is advantageous, and these are 
the objects of their common endeavour as well. But 
bad men cannot be in accord except to a small extent, 
any more than they can be friends, since they aim at 
getting more than their share of advantages, while in 
labour and public service they fall short of their share; 
and each man wishing for advantage to himself criti- 
cizes his neighbour and stands in his way ; for if people 
do not watch it carefully the common weal is soon de- 
stroyed. The result is that they are in a state of faction, 
putting compulsion on each other but unwilling them- 
selves to do what is just. 

The pleasure of beneficence 

7. Benefactors are thought to love those they have 
benefited, more than those who have been well treated 
love those that have treated them well, and this is dis- 
cussed as though it were paradoxical. Most people 
think it is because the latter are in the position of 
debtors and the former of creditors; and therefore as, 
in the case of loans, debtors wish their creditors did not 
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exist, while creditors actually take care of the safety of 
their debtors, so it is thought that benefactors wish the 
objects of their action to exist since they will then get 
their gratitude, while the beneficiaries take no interest 
in making this return. Epicharmus would perhaps de- 
clare that they say this because they look at things on 
their bad side’, but it is quite like human nature; for 
most people are forgetful, and are more anxtous to be 
well treated than to treat others well. But the cause 
would seem to be more deeply rooted in the nature of 
things; the case of those who have lent money is not 
even analogous. For they have no friendly feeling to 
their debtors, but only a wish that they may be kept 
safe with a view to what is to be got fronn them; while 
those who have done a service to others feel friendship 
and love for those they have served, even if these are 
not of any use to diem and never will be. This is what 
happens with craftsmen too; every man loves his own 
handiwork better than he would be loved by it if it 
came alive ; I and this happens perhaps most of all with 
poets; for they have an excessive love for their own 
poems, doting on them as if they were foeir children 
This is what the position of benefactors is like , for that 
which they have treated well is their handiwork and 
therefore they love this more than the handiwork doe 
its maker. The cause of this is that existence is to al 
men a thing to be chosen and loved, and that we exis 

by virtue of activity (i.e. by living and acting), and that 

the handiwork », in a sense, the producer in activity 
he loves his handiwork, therefore, because he oves 
existence. And this is rooted in the nature of things 
for what he is in potentiality, his handiwork manifests 

“IfSame time, to the benefactor that is noble 
which depends on his action, so that he delights in the 
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obiect of his action, whereas to the patient there is 
nothing noble in the agent, but at most something 
advantageous, and this is less pleasant and lovable. 
What is pleasant is the activity of the present, the hope 
of the future, the memory of the past ; but most pleasant 
is that which depends on activity, and similarly this is 
most lovable. Now for a man who has made something 
his work remains (for the noble is lasting), but for the 
person acted on the utility passes away. And the 
memory of noble things is pleasant, but that of useful 
things is not likely to be pleasant, or is less so; though 
the reverse seems true of expectation. 

Further, love is like activity, being loved like passi- 
vity; and loving and its concomitants are attributes of 
those who are the more active.* 

Again, all men love more what they have won by 
labour; e.g. those who have made their money love it 
more than those who have inherited it; and to be well 
treated seems to involve no labour, while to treat others 
well is a laborious task. These are the reasons, too, 
why mothers are fonder of their children than fathers; 
bringing them into the world costs them more 
pains, and they know better that the children are 
their own. This last point, too, would seem to apply to 
benefactors. 

The nature of true self love 

8. The question is also debated, whether a man should 
love himself most, or someone else. People criticize 
those who love themselves most, and call them self- 
lovers, using this as an epithet of disgrace, and a bad man 
seems to do everything for his own sake, and the more 
so the more wicked he is — and so men reproach him, 
for instance, with doing nothing of his own accord — 

* Kt. benefactors. 
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while the good man acts for honour’s sake, and the 
more so the better he is, and acts for his friend s sake, 

and sacrifices his own interest. 

But the facts clash with these arguments, and this is 
not surprising. | For men say that one ought to love best 
one’s best friend, and a man’s best friend is one who 
wishes well to the object of his wish for his sake, even if 
no one is to know of it ; and these attributes are found 
most of all in a man’s attitude towards himself, and so 
are all the other attributes by which a friend is defined ; 
for, as we have said,' it is from this relation that all the 
characteristics of friendship have extended to our 
neighbours. All the proverbs, too, agree with this, e.g. 
‘A single soul’, and ‘What friends have is common pro- 
perty’, and ‘Friendship is equality’, and ‘Chanty begins 
at home’ for all these marks will be found most in a 
man’s relation to himself; he is his own best friend and 
therefore ought to love himself best. It is therefore a 
reasonable question, which of the two views we should 
follow ; for both are plausible. 

Perhaps we ought to 

each other and determine how far and in what 
each view is right. Now if we grasp the sense m which 
each school uses the phrase ‘lover of self , the truth 

may become evident. Those who use t e term as 

reproach ascribe self-love to people who assign to them- 
selves the greater share of wealth, 
pleasures; for these are what most people ^ and 
Ly themselves about as though ‘hey were the best of 
all things, which is the reason, too, why they becorne 
objects of competition. So those who are grasping with 
regard to thes" things gratify their y<“Ues -d ‘n 

geLal their feelings and the irrational dement of he 

.re of this nature (which is the 
soul; and most men are oi . ^ u- . 

I * Lit. * the knee ii nearer than the shin . 

Ch. 4* 
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reason why the epithet has come to be used as it is — it 
takes its meaning from the prevailing type of self-love, 
which is a bad one) ; justly, therefore, are men who 
are lovers of self in this way reproached for being so. 
That it is those who give themselves the preference in 
regard to objects of this sort that most people usually 
call lovers of self is plain; for if a man were always 
anxious that he himself, above all things, should act 
justly, temperately, or in accordance with any other 
of the virtues, and in general were always to try to 
secure for himself the honourable course, no one would 
call such a man a lover of self or blame him. 

But such a man would seem more than the other 
a lover of self ; at all events he assigns to himself the 
things that are noblest and best, and gratifies the most 
authoritative element in himself and in all things obeys 
this; and just as a city or any other systematic whole is 
most properly identified with the most authoritative 
element in it, so is a man; and therefore the man who 
loves this and gratifies it is most of all a lover of self. 
Besides, a man is said to have or not to have self-control 
according as his reason has or has not the control, on 
the assumption that this is the man himself; and the 
things men have done on a rational principle | are 
thought most properly their own acts and voluntary 
acts. That this is the man himself, then, or is so more 
than anything else, is plain, and also that the good man 
loves most this part of him. Whence it follows that he 
is most truly a lover of self, of another t^pe than that 
w'hich is a matter of reproach, and as different from 
that as living according to a rational principle is from 
living as passion dictates, and desiring what is noble 
from desiring what seems advantageous. Those, then, 
who busy themselves in an exceptional degree with 
noble actions all men approve and praise; and if all 
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were to strive towards what is noble and strain every 
nerve to do the noblest deeds, everything would be as 
it should be for the common weal, and everyone would 
secure for himself the goods that are greatest, since 

virtue is the greatest of goods. 

Therefore the good man should be a lover of self (for 
he will both himself profit by doing noble acts, and will 
benefit his fellows), but the wicked man should not ; for 
he will hurt both himself and his neighbours, following 
as he does evil passions. For the wicked man, what he 
does clashes with what he ought to do, but what the 
good man ought to do he does ; for reason in each ol its 
possessors chooses what is best for itself, and the good 
man obeys his reason. 1 1 is true of the good man too that 
he does many acts for the sake of his friends and hu 
country, and if necessary dies for them; for he wU 
throw away both wealth and honours and in general 
the goods that are objects of competition, pining for 
himself nobility ; since he would prpr a short period 
of intense pleasure to a long one of mild pjoyment, 
a twelvemonth of noble life to many years of humdrum 
existence, and one great and noble action to many 
trivial ones. Now those who die for others doubtl^ 
attain this result; it is therefore a great prize that they 
choose for themselves. They will Arow away wealth 
too on condition that their friends will gam more 
for while a man’s friend gams wealth he himself 

good to himself. The same too is true of “d 

office; all these things he will 

for thU is noble and laudable for himself. 

is he thought to be good, since he chooses nobilp 

before all else. But he may evp give up actions o ^ 

friend- it may be nobler to become the cpse of his 

S’s acting than to act himself. In all the actions, 
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therefore, that men are praised tor, the good man is 
seen to assign to himself the greater share in what is 
noble. I In this sense, then, as has been said, a man 
should be a lover of self; but in the sense in which most 
men are so, he ought not. 


THE NEED OF FRIENDSHIP 
Why does the happy man need friends? 

9. It is also disputed whether the happy man will need 
friends or not. It is said that those who are supremely 
happy and self-sufficient have no need of friends; for 
they have the things that are good, and therefore being 
self-sufficient they need nothing further, while a friend, 
being another self, furnishes what a man cannot pro- 
vide by his own effort ; whence the saying ‘When fortune 
is kind, what need of friends?* But it seems strange, 
when one assigns all good things to the happy man, 
not to assign friends, who are thought the greatest of 
external goods. And if it is more characteristic of a 
friend to do well by another than to be well done by, 
and to confer benefits is characteristic of the good man 
and of virtue, and it is nobler to do well by friends than 
by strangers, the good man will need people to do well 
by. This is why the question is asked whether we need 
friends more in prosperity or in adversity, on the as- 
sumption that not only does a man in adversity need 
people to confer benefits on him, but also those who are 
prospering need people to do well by. Surely it is 
strange, too, to make the supremely happy man a soli- 
tary; for no one would choose the whole world on con- 
dition of being alone, since man is a political creature 
and one whose nature is to live with others. Therefore 
even the happy man lives with others; for he has the 
things that are by nature good. And plainly it is better 
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to Spend his days with friends and good men than with 
strangers or any chance persons. Therefore the happy 

man needs friends. . 

What then do holders of the first view mean, and m 

what respect are they right ? Is it that most rnen iden- 
tify friends with useful people? Of such fnerids mdeed 
the supremely happy man will have no need since he 
already has the things that are good ; nor will he need 
those whom one makes one’s friends because of heir 
pleasantness, or he will need them only to a small ex- 
tent (for his life, being pleasant, has no need of adven- 
titious pleasure) ; and because he does not need snch 

friends he is thought not to need frienck. 

But that is surely not true. For we have said at the 

outset- that happiness is an activity; and actmty 
plainly comes into being and Ls not present at the start 
like apiece of property. If (.) happiness lies in livmg 
and being active, and the good man s activity ^ vu- 
tuous and pleasant in itself, as we have said at Ae 
outset ^ and (2) a thing’s being one’s own is one of the 
attributes that make it pleasant, and (3) we can con- 
template our neighbours better ^ 

their actions better than our own, and if the actions ot 
ineir acuoi friends are pleasant to good 

virtuous men who are their ir that are 

men I (since these have both the attributes that are 
men | {sm be so, the supremely 

naturally p ^ sort, since his pur- 

happy man 3,, ions and actions that 

L his own, and the actions of a good man who is his 

friend have both diese ought to 

Further, men thmk that the hjpy^^^ g 

KdTL for by oneself tt ts not easy to be 

* 1099*14. 

: U^r;«hUrof^oodocss that of being theh own. 
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continuously active ; but with others and towards others 
it is easier. With others therefore his activity will be 
more continuous, and it is in itself pleasant, as it ought 
to be for the man who is supremely happy; for a good 
man qua good delights in virtuous actions and is vexed 
at vicious ones, as a musical man enjoys beautiful tunes 
but is pained at bad ones. A certain training in virtue 
arises also from the company of the good, as Theognis 
has said before us. 

If we look deeper into the nature of things, a virtuous 
friend seems to be naturally desirable for a virtuous 
man. For that which is good by nature, we have said,* 
is for the virtuous man good and pleasant in itself. Now 
life is defined in the case of animals by the power of 
perception, in that of man by the power of perception 
or thought ; and a power is defined by reference to the 
corresponding activity, which is the essential thing; 
therefore life seems to be essentially the act of perceiv- 
ing or thinking. And life is among the things that are 
good and pleasant in themselves, since it is determinate 
and the determinate is of the nature of the good; and 
that which is good by nature is also good for the 
virtuous man (which is the reason why life seems 
pleasant to all men) ; but we must not apply this to 
a wicked and corrupt life or to a life spent in pain; 
for such a life is indeterminate, as are its attributes. 
The nature of pain will become plainer in what fol- 
lows.^ But if life itself is good and pleasant (which it 
seems to be, from the very fact that all men desire it, 
and particularly those who are good and supremely 
happy; for to such men life is most desirable, and their 
existence is the most supremely happy) ; and if he who 
sees perceives that he sees, and he who hears, that he 
hears, and he who walks, that he walks, and in the case 

* i099*7-ii, 1113*25-33. * X. 1-5. 
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of all other activities similarly there is something which 
perceives that we are active, so that if we perceive, 
we perceive that we perceive, and if we think, that we 
think; and if to perceive that we perceive or think is to 
perceive that we exist (for existence was defined as 

perceiving or thinking) ; | and if perceiving that one Iwes 

is in itself one of the things that are pleasant (for life is 
by nature good, and to perceive what is good present 
in oneself is pleasant) ; and if life is desirab e, an par 
ticularly so for good men, because to them existence is 
good and pleasant (for they are pleased at the con- 
sciousness of the presence in them of what u in iteelf 
good) ; and if as the virtuous man is to himself, he is to 
his friend also (for his friend is another self) if all this 
be true, as his own being is desirable for each man, so 
or almost so, is that of his friend. Now his being w^ 
seen to be desirable because he perceive '1°^ " . 

ness, and such perception is pleasant in use . I 

therefore, to be conscious of the existence of his friend 

as well, and this will be realized in their ‘"'■"S 
and sharing in discussion and thoug t , or 1 
living together would seem to mean in the case of man, 

aZot afin the caseof cattle, feeding in the sameplace. 

iSen being is in itself desirable for the supremely 
hap^y ma’n (since it is by its nature good and Pleasan ) 
and that of his friend is very much the ^a - a friend 
will be one of the things that are desirable Now that 

which is desirable for him he must a , jjappy 

deficient in this respect. The man who is to be happy 

wiU therefore need virtuous friends. ^ ^ 

t • t ‘^iQ is admirably analysed by Professor 

* The argument in ii 70 *i 4 ' ‘9 ® 

Burnet, whom I follow, with vana i 

Pro-syllogism A activity. 

Capacity is of perception or thought. 

Human life is defin^ fhe activity of perception or thought. 

/, Human life is deBncd by the activity h 


241 



[1170^20] 


ETHICS IX. 10 


[-29] 


The limit to the number of friends 

10. Should we, then, make as many friends as possible, 
or — as in the case of hospitality it is thought to be suit- 
able advice, that one should be ‘neither a man of many 
guests nor a man with none'* — will that apply to friend- 
ship as well; should a man neither be friendless nor 
have an excessive number of friends? 

T o friends made with a view to utility this saying would 
seem thoroughly applicable ; for to do services to many 
people in return is a laborious task and life is not long 
enough for its performance. Therefore friends in excess of 
those who are sufficient for our own life are superfluous, 
and hindrances to the noble life; so that we have no need 
of them. Of friends made with a view to pleasure^ also, 
few are enough, as a little seasoning in food is enough. 
But as regards good friends, should we have as many 

Pro-syllogistn B (■ig-21); 

The detennioate i$ good by oauire. 

Life is determinate. 

Life is good by nature. 

Pro-syllogism C (implied): 

What is good by nature is good and pleasant for the good man 
(•14-16, 21-22). 

Life is good by nature (conclusion of B). 

Life is good and pleasant for the good man. 

Pro-syllogism D (implied): 

Life is good and pleasant for the good man (conclusion of C). 
Perception and thought are life (conclusion of A). 

.'. Perception and thought are good and pleasant for the good man. 
Pro-syllogism E (*25-29): 

Wliat is desired by all men and particularly by Uie good and 
supremely happy man is good in itself. 

Life is so desired. 

Life is good in itself. 

Lemma (“29-32): 

Perception and thought are accompanied by consciousness of 
themselves. 

Argument F (“32-*’i): 

Perception and thought are life (conclusion of A). 

Consciousness of perception and thought is consciousness of life. 

' Hes. Op. 715 Rzacb. 
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as possible, or is there a limit to the number of one’s 
hiends, as there is to the size ofa city ? You cannot make 
a city of ten men, and if there are a hundred thousand 
it is a city no longer. But the proper number is pre- 
sumably not a single number, but anything that falls 
between certain fixed points. So for friends too there is 
a fixed number — | perhaps the largest number with 
whom one can live together (for that, we found,* is 
thought to be very characteristic of friendship) ; and 
that one cannot live with many people and divide one- 
self up among them is plain. Further, they too must 
be friends of one another, if they are all to spend then- 
days together; and it is a hard business for this condi- 
tion to be fulfilled with a large number. It is found 
difficult, too, to rejoice and to grieve in an mtunate 
way with many people, for it may likely happen that 


Argument G 0*1-3): j- i , 

Consciousness of having something good is pleasant. 

Life is good in itself (conclusion of B and E). 

Consciousness of life is pleasanu 

Argument H (implied): , 

Consciousness of life is pleasant (conclusion of O). 
cLciousness of percepuon and thought is consciousness of life 

... ss o 7 p«ep.io= and .hough. U p.eaaan.. 

of d.c good man is spoclaHy ^irablo bocau» U.0 
activities of which he is conscious are good. 

U rola^d .0 his Wood a, ho is .o hhnself (cco- 

Hi. is d^-bio .0 hhn (conciusion of C). 

.% That of his friend is desirable to him. 

t^ionio is doslrablo bocauso of bis consciousnoss of his 

.•.^^s^?J:lSoSs«ondrg^i^ac.iviuosisaisodcsh^^^^ 

Summary (^i 4 -i 7 )* 

Argument L (‘*17-19) : y that is desirable for him. 

If a man is to be happy, be T\ 

FrioTaro desirable for a rnan (»ndu“on^ «• 

... If a man is .o be happy, be mus. have frumds. 

* II57**19. U58*3. 
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one has at once to be happy with one friend and to 
mourn with another. Presumably, then, it is well not 
to seek to have as many friends as possible, but as many 
as are enough for the purpose of living together; for it 
would seem actually impossible to be a great friend to 
many people. This is why one cannot love several 
people; love is ideally a sort of excess of friendship, and 
that can only be felt towards one person; therefore 
great friendship too can only be felt towards a few 
people. This seems to be confirmed in practice; for we 
do not find many people who are friends in the com- 
radely way of friendship, and the famous friendships 
of this sort are always between two people. Those who 
have many friends and mix intimately with them all 
are thought to be no one’s friend, except in the way 
proper to fellow citizens, and such people are also 
called obsequious. In the way proper to fellow citizens, 
indeed, it is possible to be the friend of many and yet 
not be obsequious but a genuinely good man; but one 
cannot have with many people the friendship based on 
virtue and on the character of our friends themselves, 
and we must be content if we find even a few such. 


Are friends more needed in good or in bad fortune? 

II . Do we need friends more in good fortune or in bad? 
They are sought after in both ; for while men in adver- 
sity need help, in prosperity they need people to live 
with and to make the objects of their beneficence; for 
they wish to do well by others. Friendship, then, is 
more necessary in bad fortune, and so it is useful friends 
that one wants in this case ; but it is more noble in good 
fortune, and so we also seek for good men as our friends, 
since it is more desirable to confer benefits on these and 
to live with these. For the very presence of friends is 
pleasant both in good fortune and also in bad, since 
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grief is lightened when friends sorrow with us. Hence 
one might ask whether they share as it were our burden, 
or— without that happening— their presence by its 
pleasantness, and the thought oftheir grieving with us, 
make our pain less. Whether it is for these reasons or 
for some other that our grief is lightened, is a question 
that may be dismissed; at all events what we have 

described appears to take place. 

But their presence seems to contain a mixture of 

various factors. The very seeing of one’s friends is plea- 
sant 1 {especially if one is in adversity) , and becomes a 
safe^ard against grief (for a fr.end tends to comfort m 
both by the sight of him and by his words, if he is tac - 
ful, since he knows our character and the things that 
please or pain us) ; but to see him pained at our mis- 
fortunes is painful; for every one shuns ^ 
of pain to his friends. For this reason people of a man y 
nature guard against making their friends grteve wi th 
them, a^d, unless he be exceptionally '"^‘ble m 
pain, such a man cannot stand the pain '1^ 
for his friends, and in general 
mourners because he is not g'""" 

but women and womanly men enjoy 
their grief, and love them as friends “-"P"" 
in soiTow. But in all thi.igs one obviously ought 

imitate the better type of person. 

. 1 r ^,1 nrpsence oi Inenas in our 

On the other hand, inc p 

prosperity implies both ^ P^“^''‘ P^' f own 

and the pleasant tbought^onheir^pl^^^ 

good fortune. For i 

ought ‘“^“"“neLnt character is a noble one), 
fortunes (for the beneh hesitation; 

but summon them ^ ^hare as possible in 
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We should summon friends to us most of all when they 
are likely by suffering a few inconveniences to do us 
a great service. 

Conversely, it is fitting to go unasked and readily to 
the aid of those in adversity (for it is characteristic of 
a friend to render services, and especially to those who 
are in need and have not demanded them ; such action 
is nobler and pleasanter for both persons) ; but when 
our friends are prosperous we should join readily in 
their activities (for they need friends for these too), but 
be tardy in coming forward to be the objects of their 
kindness; for it is not noble to be keen to receive bene- 
fits. Still, we must no doubt avoid getting the reputa- 
tion of kill-joys by repulsing them; for that sometimes 
happens. 


The presence of friends, then, seems desirable in all 


circumstances. 


The essence of friendship is living together 

12, Does it not follow, then, that, as for lovers the sight 
of the beloved is the thing they love most, and they 
prefer this sense to the others because on it love depends 
most for its being and for its origin, so for friends the 
most desirable thing is living together? For friendship 
is a partnership, and as a man is to himself, so is he to his 
friend ; now in his own case the consciousness of his 
being is desirable, and so therefore is the consciousness 
of his friend s being, and the activity of this conscious- 
ness is produced when they live together, so that it is 
natural that they aim at this. | And whatever existence 
means for each class of men, whatever it is for whose 
sake they value life, in that they wish to occupy them- 
selves with their friends; and so some drink together, 
others dice together, others join in athletic exercises 
and hunting, or in the study of philosophy, each class 
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spending their days together in whatever they love 
most in life ; for since they wish to live with their friends, 
they do and share in those things which give them the 
sense of living together. Thus the friendship of bad 
men turns out an evil thing (for because of their in- 
stability they unite in bad pursuits, and besides they 
become evil by becoming like each other), while the 
friendship of good men is good, being augmented by 
their companionship; and they are thought to become 
better too by their activities and by improving each 
other; for from each other they take the mould of 
the characteristics they approve— whence the saying 
‘Noble deeds from noble men’.— So much, then, for 
friendship; our next task must be to discuss pleasure. 
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PLEASURE 

Two opposed views about pleasure 

i. After these matters we ought perhaps next to 
discuss pleasure. For it is thought to be most intimately 
connected with our human nature, which is the reason 
why in educating the young we steer them by the rud- 
ders of pleasure and pain; it is thought, too, that to 
enjoy the things we ought and to hate the things we 
ought has the greatest bearing on virtue of character. 
For these things extend right through life, with a weight 
and power of their own in respect both to virtue and to 
the happy life, since men choose what is pleasant and 
avoid what is painful; and such things, it will be 
thought, we should least of all omit to discuss, especially 
since they admit of much dispute. For some* say plea- 
sure is the good, while others,^ on the contrary, say it is 
thoroughly bad — some no doubt being persuaded that 
the facts are so, and others thinking it has a better effect 
on our life to exhibit pleasure as a bad thing even if it 
is not; for most people (they think) incline towards it 
and are the slaves of their pleasures, for which reason 
they ought to lead them in the opposite direction, since 
thus they will reach the middle state. But surely this 
is not correct. For arguments about matters concerned 
with feelings and actions are less reliable than facts: 
and so when they clash with the facts of perception 
they are despised, and discredit the truth as well; | if 
a man who runs down pleasure is once seen to be aim- 
ing at it, his inclining towards it is thought to imply 

* The school of Eudoxus, cf. ^9. Aristippus is perhaps also referred to. 

* The school of Sp>eusippu3, cf. 1 153^5. 
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that it is all worthy of being aimed at; for most people 
are not good at drawing distinctions. True arguments 
seem, then, most useful, not only with a view to know- 
ledge but with a view to life also; for since they har- 
monize with the facts they are believed, and so they 
stimulate those who understand them to live according 
to them.— Enough of such questions; let us proce^ to 
review the opinions that have been expressed a out 

pleasure. 


Discussion of the view that pleasure is the good 

a. Eudoxus thought pleasure was the good because he 
saw all things, both rational and irrational, aiming a 
it, and because in all things that which is the objec of 
choice is what is excellent, and that which is most the 

object of choice the greatest good, t us t e ^ 
all things moved towards the same object indicat d 

that this was for all things the chief good 

thing, he argued, finds its own good, 

nourishment) ; and that which is good for ^'1 thm^ 

and at which all aim was the good His 

credited more because of the ° 

than for their own sake; he was thought <0 b 
. ably temperate, and therefore it was ‘hjgh« 

was not saying what he did say as a n . j (1,5 

but that the Lts really were so. He be . v d thaUhe 
same conclusion followed no ess p 

.■„dy .r .h, .< p " ;;t 

an object of aversion 0 al h ^g 

contrary must be f ^o ce which we choose 

again that is ' J^^Lthing else, and 

not because or for the sa 

pleasure is admittedly o , 'ng (hat pleasure 

to what end he ^ pleased, argued that 

is in itself an object of choic . > 
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pleasure when added to any good, e.g. to just or tem- 
perate action, makes it more worthy of choice, and that 
it is only by itself that the good can be increased. 

This argument seems to show it to be one of the 
goods, and no more a good than any other; for every 
good is more worthy of choice along with another good 
than taken alone. And so it is by an argument of this 
kind that Plato* proves the good not to be pleasure; he 
argues that the pleasant life is more desirable with wis- 
dom than without, and that if the mixture is better, 
pleasure is not the good; for the good cannot become 
more desirable by the addition of anything to it. Now 
it is clear that nothing else, any more than pleasure, 
can be the good if it is made more desirable by the 
addition of any of the things that are good in them- 
selves. What, then, is there that satisfies this criterion, 
which at the same time we can participate in? It is 
something of this sort that we are looking for. 

Those who object that that at which all things aim 
is not necessarily good are, we may surmise, talking 
nonsense. For we say that that which everyone thinks 
really is so; | and the man who attacks this conviction 
will hardly have anything more convincing to main- 
tain instead. If it were irrational creatures that desired 
the things in question, there might be something in 
what is said; but if intelligent creatures do so as well, 
how can there be anything in it? But perhaps even in 
inferior creatures there is some natural good stronger 
than themselves which aims at their proper good. 

Nor does the argument about the contrary of plea- 
sure seem to be correct. They say that if pain is an evil 
it does not follow that pleasure is a good; for evil is 
opposed to evil and at the same time both are opposed 
to the neutral state — which is correct enough but does 

‘ PhiL 6o B-a. 
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not apply to the things in question. For if both pleasure 
and pain belonged to theclass of evils they ought both to 
be objects of aversion, while if they belonged to the class 
of neutrals neither should be an object of aversion or 
they should both be equally so; but in fact people 
evidently avoid the one as evil and choose the other as 
good; that then must be the nature of the opposition 

between them. 


Discussion of the view that pleasure is wholly bad 

3. Nor again, if pleasure is not a quality, does it follow 
that it is not a good ; for the activities of virtue are not 

qualities either, nor is happiness. 

They say,' however, that the good is determinate, 

whUe pleasure is indeterminate, because It admits of de- 
grees. Now if it is from the feeling of pleasure that they 
judge thus, the same will be true ofjustice and the other 
virtues, in respect of which we plainly say that people of 
a certain character are so more or less and act more or 

less in accordance with these virtues; for people may be 
more or less just or brave, and it is possible also to act 
justly or temperately more or less. But if "heir judge- 
ment is based on the various pleasures, surely they are 
not stating the real cause,^ il m fact some pleasures are 
unmixed Ld othersmixed. .Again, just as heahh adrrn^ 
of degrees without being ni<ictermmate, why should 
not pleasure? The same proportion is not found m aU 
thin^ nor a single proportion always in the same 
S’but it may be rela.vcd and yet persist up to a 
po^: and it may diller in degree The case of pleasure 

also may therefore be of this kin . 

Again, they assume' that the good is perfet, while 
moVemekts and comings into being are imperfect, and 


* Ibid 4 24 E— 25 A, 31 

* Sc., of the badness of (some) pleasures. 
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try to exhibit pleasure as being a movement and a 
coming into being. But they do not seem to be right 
even in saying that it is a movement. For speed and 
slowness are thought to be proper to every movement, 
and if a movement, e.g. that of the heavens, has not 
speed or slowness in itself, it has it in relation to some- 
thing else; but of pleasure neither of these things is 
true. For while we may become pleased quickly, as we 
may become angry quickly, | we cannot be pleased 
quickly, not even in relation to someone else, while we 
can walk, or grow, or the like, quickly. While, then, we 
can change quickly or slowly into a state of pleasure, 
we cannot quickly exhibit the activity of pleasure, i.e. 
be pleased. Again, how can it be a coming into being? 
It is not thought that any chance thing can come out of 
any chance thing, but that a thing is dissolved into that 
out of which it comes into being; and pain would be 
the destruction of that of which pleasure is the coming 
into being. 

They say, too,‘ that pain is the lack of that which is 
according to nature, and pleasure is replenishment. 
But these experiences are bodily. If then pleasure is 
replenishment with that which is according to nature, 
that which feels pleasure will be that in which the re- 
plenishment takes place, i.e. the body; but that is not 
thought to be the case; therefore the replenishment is 
not pleasure.though one would be pleased whenreplen- 
ishment was taking place, just as one would be pained 
if one was being operated on.^ This opinion seems to be 
based on the pains and pleasures connected with nutri- 
tion: on the fact that when people have been short of 
food and have felt pain beforehand they are pleased by 

‘ PI. Phil 31 E-32 B, 42 c-D. 

* The point being that the being replenished no more is pleasure 
than die beitig operated on is pain. For the instance, cf. PI. Tim. 65 B. 
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the replenishment. But this does not happen with all 
pleasures; for the pleasures of learning and, among 
the sensuous pleasures, those of smell, and also many 
sounds and sights, and memories and hopes, do not pre- 
suppose pain. Of what then will these be the coming 
into being? There has not been lack of anythmg of 

which they could be the supplying anew. 

In reply to those who bring forward the disgraceful 
pleasures one may say that these are not pleasant ; if 
things are pleasant to people of vicious constitution we 
must not suppose that they are also pleasant to others 
than these, just as we do not reason so about the things 
that are wholesome or sweet or bitter to sick people, or 
ascribe whiteness to the things that seem white to those 
suffering from a disease of the eye. Or one might answer 
thus-that the pleasures are desirable but not from 
these sources, as wealth rs desirable, but not as he 
reward of betrayal, and health, but not at the co t o 
eating anything and eveiTthing. Or perhaps pleasures 
differ^in kind ; for those del ived from noble 

different from those derived from base "^elna 

cannot get the pleasure of the just man without being 

just, nor that of the music al man without being musical, 

"Ih^fTc;, ,00, that a inend -d.fTerent from a flatterer 

seems to make it plain that " f “ 

« _ in kiricli lor the one is 

that pleasures are diilcreni , the o-ond 

• , » ,.-ith ii«; wiih a view to tne gooa, 

thought to consort Wltll us vs tk^nneUre- 

the other with a view to our pleasure, and the one ^ 

prL JL for his conduct while the °t e- 
lu A rniisorts With US for ditterent enas.| 

Ae ground ‘ha 'e ~n» the intellect of a 

And no one he were to be 

child throughout his hfe. h°we^ver^ 

pleased at the ‘hings dkgraceful deed, 

to get enjoyment b> doing 
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though he were never to feel any pain in consequence. 
And there are many things we should be keen about 
even if they brought no pleasure, e.g. seeing, remember- 
ing, knowing, possessing the virtues. Ifpleasures neces- 
sarily do accompany these, that makes no odds; wo 
should choose these even if no pleasure resul ted . 1 1 seems 
to be clear, then, that neither is pleasure the good nor is 
all pleasure desirable, and that some pleasures are desir- 
able in themselves, differing in kind or in their sources 
from the others. So much for the things that are said 
about pleasure and pain. 


Definition of pleasure 

4. What pleasure is, or what kind of thing it is, will 
become plainer if we take up the question again from 
the beginning. Seeing seems to be at any moment com- 
plete, for it does not lack anything whose coming into 
being later will complete its form; and pleasure also 
seems to be of this nature. For it is a whole, and at no 
time can one find a pleasure whose form will be com- 
pleted if the pleasure lasts longer. For this reason, too, 
it is not a movement. For every movement (e.g. that of 
building) takes time and is for the sake of an end, and is 
complete when it has made what it aims at. It is com- 
plete, therefore, only in the whole time or at that final 
moment. In their parts and during the time they oc- 
cupy, all movements are incomplete, and are differ- 
ent in kind from the whole movement and from each 
other. For the fitting together of the stones is different 
from the fluting of the column, and these are both dif- 
ferent from the making of the temple; and the making 
of the temple is complete (for it lacks nothing with a 
view to the end proposed), but the making of the base 
or of the triglyph is incomplete ; for each is the making 
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of only a part. They differ in kind, then, and it is not 
possible to find at any and every time a movement 
complete in form, but if at all, only in the whole time. 
So, too, in the case of walking and all other movements. 
For if locomotion is a movement from here to there, it, 
too, has differences in kind— flying, walking, leaping, 
and so on. And not only so, but in walking itself there 
are such differences; for the whence and whither are 
not the same in the whole race-course and in a part of it, 
nor in one part and in another, nor is it the same thing 
to traverse this line and that ; | for one traverses not only 
a line but one which is in a place, and this one is in a 
different place from that. \\ e have discussed movement 
with precision in another work,' but it seems that it is 
not complete at any and every time, but that the many 
movements are incomplete and different in kind, since 
the whence and whither give them their form. But of 
pleasure the form is complete at any and every time. 
Plainly, then, pleasure and movement must be dif- 
ferent from each other, and pleasure must be one of the 
things that are whole and complete. This would seem 
to be the case, too, from the fact that it is not possible to 
move othenvise than in time, but it is possible to be 
pleased; for that which takes place m a moment is a 

whole. , , 

From these considerations it is clear, too, that these 
thinkers are not right in saying there is a movement or 
a coming into being o/pleasttre. For these cannot be 
ascribed to aU things, but only to those that are divi- 
sible and not wholes; there is no commg into being of 
seeing nor of a point nor of a unit, nor is any of these a 
movement or coming into being; therefore there is no 
movement or coming into being of pleasure either; for 

it is a whole. 

‘ Phys. vi-viii. 
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Since every sense is active in relation to its object, 
and a sense which is in good condition acts perfectly 
in relation fo the most beautiful of its objects (for per- 
fect activity seems to be ideally of this nature; whether 
we say that it is active, or the organ in which it resides, 
may be assumed to be immaterial), it follows that in the 
case of each sense the best activity is that of the best- 
conditioned organ in relation to the finest of its objects. 
And this activity will be the most complete and plea- 
sant . For, while there is pleasure in respect of any sense, 
and in respect of thought and contemplation no less, 
the most complete Ls pleasant, and that of a well-condi- 
tioned organ in relation to the worthiest of its objects is 
the most complete; and the pleasure completes the 
activity. But the pleasure does not complete it in the 
same way as the combination of object and sense, both ' 
good, just as health and the doctor are not in the same 
way the cause of a man’s being healthy. (That pleasure 
is produced in respect to each sense is plain; for we 
speak of sights and sounds as pleasant. It is also plain 
that it arises most of all when both the sense is at its best 
and it is active in reference to an object which corre- 
sponds; when both object and perceiver are of the best 
there will always be pleasure, since the requisite agent 
and patient are both present.) Pleasure completes the 
activity not as the corresponding permanent state does, 
by its immanence, but as an end which supervenes as 
the bloom of youth does on those in the flower of their 
age. So long, then, as both the intelligible or sensible 
object and the discriminating or contemplative faculty 
are as they should be, the pleasure will be involved in 
the activity; | for when both the passive and the active 
factor are unchanged and are related to each other in 
the same way, the same result naturally follows. 

How, then, is it that no one is continuously pleased? 
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Is it that we grow weary? Certainly all human things 
are incapable of continuous activity. Therefore plea- 
sure also is not continuous; for it accompanies activity. 
Some things delight us when they are new, but later do 
so less, for the same reason; for at first the mind is in a 
state of stimulation and intensely active about them, as 
people are with respect to their vision when they look 
hard at a thing, but afterwards our activity is not of 
this kind, but has grown relaxed; for which reason the 

pleasure also is dulled. 

One might think that all men desire pleasure be- 
cause they all aim at life; life is an activity, and each 
man is active about those things and with those facul- 
ties that he loves most; e.g. the musician is active with 
his hearing in reference to tunes, the student with his 
mind in reference to theoretical questions, and so on in 
each case; now pleasure completes the activities, and 
therefore life, which they desire. It is with good reason, 
then, that they aim at pleasure too, since every one 
it completes life, which is desirable. But whether we 
choose life for the sake of pleasure or pleasure for the 

sake of life is a question we may dismiss for 

For they seem to be bound up together and not to 

admit of separation, since without activity P 

does not arise, and every activity is completed by the 

attendant pleasure. 

Pleasures differ with the actu ines which they accompany and 
complete: criterion of the value of pleasures 

■5. For this reason pleasures seem, too, to differ in kind. 
FoShing differem m kind are, we think co-ple«d by 
different things (we see this to be true both of natural 
objects and of things produced by art, ,aotmak, 
trees, a painting, a sculpture, a house, an implement) , 
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and, similarly, we think that activities differing in kind 
are completed by things differing in kind. Now the 
activities of thought differ from those of the senses, and 
both differ among themselves, in kind; so, therefore, 
do the pleasures that complete them. 

This may be seen, too, from the fact that each of the 
pleasures is bound up with the activity it completes. 
For an activity is intensified by its proper pleasure, 
since each class of things is better judged of and brought 
to precision by those who engage in the activity with 
pleasure ; e.g. it is those who enjoy geometrical thinking 
that become geometers and grasp the various proposi- 
tions better, and, similarly, those who are fond of music 
or of building, and so on, make progress in their proper 
function by enjoying it; so the pleasures intensify the 
activities, and what intensifies a thing is proper to it, 
but things different in kind have properties different in 
kind. I 

This will be even more apparent from the fact that 
activities are hindered by pleasures arising from other 
sources. For people who are fond of playing the flute 
are incapable of attending to arguments if they over- 
hear someone playing the flute, since they enjoy flute- 
playing more than the activity in hand ; so the pleasure 
connected with flute-playing destroys the activity con- 
cerned with argument. This happens, similarly, in all 
other cases, when one is active about two things at once ; 
the more pleasant activity drives out the other, and if it 
is much more pleasant does so all the more, so that one 
even ceases from the other. This is why when we enjoy 
anything very much we do not throw ourselves into 
anything else, and do one thing only w'hen we are not 
much pleased by another; e.g. in the theatre the people 
who eat sweets do so most when the actors are poor. 
Now since activities are made precise and more en- 
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during and better by their proper pleasure, and injured 
by alien pleasures, evidently the two kinds of pleasure 
are far apart. For alien pleasures do pretty much what 
proper pains do, since activities are destroyed by their 
proper pains ; e.g. if a man finds writing or doing sums 
unpleasant and painful, he does not write, or does not 
do sums, because the activity is painful. So an activity 
suffers contrary effects from its proper pleasures and 
pai'r w , i.e. from those that supervene on it in virtue of 
its own nature. And alien pleasures have been stated 
to do much the same as pain ; they destroy the activity. 


only not to the same degree. 

Now since activities differ in respect of goodness and 
badness, and some are worthy to be chosen, others to 
be avoided, and others neutral, so, too, are the plea- 
sures; for to each activity there is a proper pleasure 
The pleasure proper to a worthy activity is good and 
that proper to an unworthy activity bad; just as the 
appetites for noble objects are laudable, those for base 
objects culpable. But the pleasures involved in acti- 
vities are more proper to them than the desires; for 
the latter are separated both in time and in nature, 
while the former are close to the activities, and so hard to 
distinguish from them that it admits of dispute whether 
the activity is not the same as the pleasure. (Still, plea- 
sure does not seem to tc thought or perception-tha 
would be strange ; but because they are not found apart 
they appear to some people the same.) ^ activities are 
different, then, so are the corresponding pleasures 
Now sight IS superior to touch in purity, | and hearing 
and smell to taste ; the pleasures, ‘h^efore are similarly 
superior, and those of thought superior to ‘h«e, and 
wi&in each of the two kinds some are superior to 

Each animal is thought to have a proper pleasure, as 
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it has a proper function ; viz. that which corresponds to 
its activity. If we survey then species by species, too, 
this will be evident ; horse, dog, and man have different 
pleasures, as Heraclitus says ‘asses would prefer sweep- 
ings to gold’ ; for food is pleasanter than gold to asses. 
So the pleasures of creatures different in kind differ in 
kind, and it is plausible to suppose that those of a single 
species do not differ. But they vary to no small extent, 
in the case of men at least ; the same things delight some 
people and pain others, and are painful and odious to 
some, and pleasant to and liked by others. This happens, 
too, in the case of sweet things; the same things do not 
seem sweet to a man in a fever and a healthy man — nor 
hot to a weak man and one in good condition. The 
same happens in other cases. But in all such mattersthat 
which appears to the good man is thought to be really 
so. If this is correct, as it seems to be, and virtue and the 
good man as such are the measure of each thing, those 
also will be pleasures which appear so to him, and those 
things pleasant which he enjoys. If the things he finds 
tiresome seem pleasant to someone, that is nothing 
surprising; for men may be ruined and spoilt in many 
ways; but the things are not pleasant, but only plea- 
sant to these people and to people in this condition. 
Those which are admittedly disgraceful plainly should 
not be said to be pleasures, except to a perverted taste; 
but of those that are thought to be good what kind 
of pleasure or what pleasure should be said to be that 
proper to man? Is it not plain from the corresponding 
activities? The pleasures follow these. Whether, then, 
the perfect and supremely happy nian has one or more 
activities, the pleasures that perfect these will be said 
in the strict sense to be pleasures proper to man, and 
the rest will be so in a secondary and fractional way, 
as are the activities. 


260 



[u76“3o] 


ETHICS X. 6 



happiness 

Happiness is good activity, not amusement 

6 . Now that we have spoken of the virtues, the forms of 
friendship, and the varieties of pleasure, what remains 
is to discuss in outline the nature of happinps, since 
this is what we state the end of human affai^ to be. 
Our discussion will be the more concise if we first sum 
up what we have said already. We said,- then, that it 
is not a state; for if it were it might belong to someone 
who was asleep throughout his life, living the life of 
a plant, or, again, to someone who was suffermg the 
greatest misfortunes. If these implications are unaccept- 
able, I and we must rather class happiness as an activity, 
as we have said before,^ and if some activities are neces- 
sary, and desirable for the sake of something else, while 
others are so in themselves, evidently happiness must 
be placed among those desirable in themselves, not 
among those desirable for the sake of something else; 
for happiness does not lack anything but self-suffi- 
cient. Now those activities are desirable in he^elves 
from which nothing is sough, beyond ‘he activity. Md 
of this nature virtuous actions are though t to be for to 
do noble and good deeds is a thing desirable for its own 

“^H^asan. amusements also are though, to be of thj 

nature : we choose them not for the “ke rfother^ 

for we are injured rather than benefited by ‘hem since 

we are led to neglect our bodies and our property. But 

mLt of foe people who are deemed happy take refuge 
most 01 me p p reason why those who are 

m such esteemed at the courts 

Xan« ■ they make themselves pleasant companions 
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in the tyrants* favourite pursuits, and that is the sort 
of man they want. Now these things are thought to be 
of the nature of happiness because people in despo- 
tic positions spend their leisure in them, but perhaps 
such people prove nothing; for virtue and reason, from 
which good activities flow, do not depend on despotic 
position ; nor, if these people, who have never tasted 
pure and generous pleasure, take refuge in the bodily 
pleasures, should these for that reason be thought more 
desirable ; for boys, too, think the things that are valued 
among themselves are the best. It is to be expected, 
then, that, as different things seem valuable to boys and 
to men, so they should to bad men and to good. Now, 
as we have often maintained,’ those things are both 
valuable and pleasant which are such to the good man ; 
and to each man the activity in accordance with 
his own state is most desirable, and therefore to 
the good man that which is in accordance with virtue. 
Happiness, therefore, does not lie in amusement; it 
would, indeed, be strange if the end were amusement, 
and one were to take trouble and suffer hardship all 
one s life in order to amuse oneself. For, in a word, every- 
thing that we choose we choose for thesakeof something 

else- except happiness, which is an end. Now to exert 
oneself and work for the sake of amusement seems silly 
and utterly childish. But to amuse oneself in order that 
one may exert oneself, as Anacharsis^ puts it, seems 
right, for amusement is a sort of relaxation, and we 
need relaxation because we cannot work continuously. 

Relaxation, then, is not an end; for it is taken for the 
sake of activity. | 

The happy life is thought to be virtuous; now a 

‘ 1099*13. •lI3'22-33. Ii66*I2, II 70 *I 4 -i 6 . I176“I5-22. 

A Scythhin prince uho was believed to have travelled in Greece, 
and to have been the author of many aphorisms. 
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virtuous life requires exertion, and does not consist in 
amusement. And we say that serious things are better 
than laughable things and those connected with amuse- 
ment, and that the activity of the better of any two 
things— whether it be two elements of our being or two 
men— is the more serious ; but the activity of the better 
is ipso facto superior and more of the nature of happi- 
ness. And any chance person — even a slave can enjoy 
the bodily pleasures no less than the best man; but no 
one assigns to a slave a share in happiness— unless he 
assigns to him also a share in human life. For happiness 
does not lie in such occupations, but, as we have said 
before,* in virtuous activities. 


Happiness in the highest sense is the contemplative life 

7 . If happiness is activity in accordance with virtue, it 
is reasonable that it should be in accordance wrth the 
highest virtue; and this will be that of the best thing in 
us. Whether it be reason or something else that is thu 
element which is thought to be our natural ruler and 
guide and to take thought of things noble and divine, 
whether it be itself also divine or only the most divine 
element in us, the activity of this in accordance with 1 ^ 
proper virtue will be perfect happiness. That this acti- 
vity is contemplative we have already said. 

Nov, this would seem to be in agreement both with 

what we said before’ and with the truth. ^ 
this activity is the best (since not only b reason the best 
thing in J, but the objects of reason are the best o 

knoLble iibjects); and, secondly, it isje mc« 

can contemplate truth more 
continuous, smce we r 


* I 098 *i 6 , ii76*35-^9- 

* This has not been ssid 

XI 43*^33- H44‘^» 

* 1097*25-^21, 1099*7-^^* * 


but cf. io 95‘*54-»096*5. U4i*t8-‘’3. 
i73‘»i5-i9. ii74’’20-23. ii75‘’36-ii76*3- 




[l 1 77^22] ETHICS X. 7 [-^ 14 ] 

continuously than we can do anything. And we think 
happiness ought to have pleasure mingled with it, but 
the activity of philosophic wisdom is admittedly the 
pleasantest of virtuous activities; at all events the pur- 
suit of it is thought to offer pleasures marvellous for 
their purity and their enduringness, and it is to be 
expected that those who know will pass their time more 
pleasantly than those who inquire. And the self-suffi- 
ciency that is spoken of must belong most to the con- 
templative activity. For while a philosopher, as well as 
a just man or one possessing any other virtue, needs the 
necessaries of life, when they are sufficiently equipped 
with things of that sort the just man needs people to- 
wards whom and with whom he shall act justly, and the 
temperate man, the brave man, and each of the others 
is in the same case, but the philosopher, even when by 
himself, can contemplate truth, and the better the wiser 
he is; he can perhaps do so better if he has fellow 
workers, but still he is the most self-sufficient. | And this 
activity alone would seem to be loved for its own sake; 
for nothing arises from it apart from the contemplating, 
while from practical activities we gain more or less apart 
from the action. And happiness is thought to depend 
on leisure; for we are busy that we may have leisure, 
and make war that we may live in peace. Now the 
activity of the practical virtues is exhibited in political 
or military affairs, but the actions concerned with these 
seem to be pnleisurely. Warlike actions are completely 
so (for no one chooses to be at war, or provokes war, for 
the sake of being at war ; anyone would seem absolutely 
murderous ii' he were to make enemies of his friends 
in order to bring about battle and slaughter) ; but the 
action of the statesman also is unleisurely, and aims — 
beyond the political action itself— at despotic power 
and honours, or at all events happiness, ffir him and 
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his fellow citizens— a happiness different from political 
action, and evidently sought as being different. So if 
among virtuous actions political and military actions 
are distinguished by nobility and greatness, and these 
are unleisurely and aim at an end and are not desirable 
for their own sake, but the activity of reason, which is 
contemplative, seems both to be superior m serious 
worth and to aim at no end beyond itself, and to have 
its pleasure proper to itself (and this augments the 
activity), and the self-sufficiency, leisureliness, un- 
weariedness (so far as this is possible for man , and all 
the other attributes ascribed to the supremely happy 
man are evidently those connected with this activity, it 
follows that this will be the complete happiness of man 
if it be allowed a complete term of life (for none of the 

attributes of happiness is incomplete) . 

But such a life would be too high for man ; for it ^ not 
in so far as he is man that he will live so, but in so far as 
something divine is present in him; and by so much 
asThis is superior to our composite nature is its act jvity 
superior to^that which is the exercise of the other kind 
of^tue If reason is divine, then, in comparison with 
maT “he life according to it is divine in comparison 
with’ human life. But sve must no^t follow those who 
advise us being men, to think of human things, and, 
being mortal, of mortal things, but must, so far as we 
LT make ourselves immortal, and strain eveiy nerve 
to Uv^fn accordance w i.h the best thing in us; for even 
T V r 1,11 in bulk I much more does it in power and 

rfit be small in bulk, i m 

worth surp^s everytl authoritative 

actually to be each m , 

and better P-‘ We of himself but that of some- 

Thrg dstTnd what we said before- will apply now; 

• 1 169^3. ii 76‘’26. 
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that which is proper to each thing is by nature best 
and most pleasant for each thing; for man, therefore, 
the life according to reason is best and pleasantest, 
since reason more than anything else is man. This life 
therefore is also the happiest. 

Superiority of the contemplative life further considered 

8. But in a secondary degree the life in accordance with 
the other kind of virtue is happy; for the activities in 
accordance with this befit our human estate. Just and 
brave acts, and other virtuous acts, we do in relation to 
each other, observing our respective duties with regard 
to contracts and services and all manner of actions and 
with regard to passions; and all of these seem to be 
typically human. Some of them seem even to arise from 
the body, and virtue of character to be in many ways 
bound up with the passions. Practical wisdom, too, is 
linked to virtue of character, and this to practical 
wisdom, since the principles of practical wisdom are 
in accordance with the moral virtues and rightness in 
morals is in accordance with practical wisdom. Being 
connected with the passions also, the moral virtues 
must belong to our composite nature; and the virtues 
of our composite nature are human; so, therefore, are 
the life and the happiness which correspond to these. 
The excellence of the reason is a thing apart : we must 
be content to say this much about it, for to describe it 
precisely is a task greater than our purpose requires. It 
would seem, however, also to need external equipment 
but little, or less than moral virtue does. Grant that 
both need the necessaries, and do so equally, even if 
the statesman’s work is the more concerned with the 
body and things of that sort; for there will be little 
difference there ; but in what they need for the exercise 
of their activities there will be much difference. The 
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liberal man will need money for the doing of his liberal 
deeds, and the just man too will need it for the return- 
ing of services (for wishes are hard to discern, and even 
people who are not just pretend to wish to act justly) ; 
and the brave man will need power if he is to accom- 
plish any of the acts that correspond to his virtue, and 
the temperate man wUl need opportunity; for how 
else is either he or any of the others to be recognized . 
It is debated, too, whether the will or the deed is more 
essential to virtue, which is assumed to mvolve both; 
it is surely clear that its perfection involves both, | 
but for deeds many things are needed, and more the 
greater and nobler the deeds are. But the man who is 
fontemplating the truth needs no such thmg at le^t 

with a view to the exercise of his activity ^ 
are one may say, even hindrances, at all events to his 
contemplation; but in so far as he is a man and lives 
with a number of people, he chooses to do ’ 

he will therefore need such aids to living a human lifc 
But that perfect happiness is a contemplative activity 
will aooear from the following consideration as well. 
Sassume the gods to be above all other beings blessed 
Td happy • bufwhat sort of actions mmt we assign to 
ZnK Acl of justice? Will not the gods seem absurd 
Jth“y Ike contracts and return deposits and so on? 

”0 whl w IHhey give? It wUl be ^-ange if they 

are ;eally"ve money or any thing of the kmd. And 

1! 1 fheir temperate acts be? Is not such praise 

L^lrtcX b- no bad appetites? If we were 
tasteless, sm 1 circumstances of action 

M f£d trwia and unworthy of gods. StUl, 
would be found triv. 

e° we cannot suppose them to sleep like 
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Endymion. Now if you take away from a living being 
action, and still more production, what is left but con- 
templation? Therefore the activity of God, which sur- 
passes all others in blessedness, must be contemplative; 
and of human activities, therefore, that which is most 
akin to this must be most of the nature of happiness. 

This is indicated, too, by the fact that the other 
animals have no share in happiness, being completely 
deprived of such activity. For while the whole life of 
the gods is blessed, and that of men too in so far as some 
likeness of such activity belongs to them, none of the 
other animals is happy, since they in no way share in 
contemplation. Happiness extends, then, just so far as 
contemplation does, and those to whom contemplation 
more fully belongs are more truly happy, not as a mere 
concomitant but in virtue of the contemplation; for 
this is in itself precious. Happiness, tlierefore, must be 
some form of contemplation. 

But, being a man, one will also need external pro- 
sperity; for our nature is not self-sufficient for the 
purpose of contemplation, but our body also must be 
healthy and must have food and other attention. | Still, 
we must not think that the man who is to be happy will 
need many things or great things, merely because he 
cannot be supremely happy without external goods; 
for self-sufficiency and action do not involve excess, and 
we can do noble acts without ruling earth and sea; for 
even with moderate advantages one can act virtuously 
(this is manifest enough; for private persons are 
thought to do worthy acts no less than despots — indeed 
even more) ; and it is enough that we should have so 
much as that: for the life of the man who is active in 
accordance with virtue will be happy. Solon, too, was 
perhaps sketching well the happy man when he de- 
scribed him as moderately furnished with externals but 
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as having done (as Solon thought) the noblest acts, and 
lived temperately ; for one can with but moderate pos- 
sessions do what one ought. .Anaxagoras also seems to 
have supposed the happy man not to be rich nor a des- 
pot, when he said that he would not be surprised if the 
happy man were to seem to most people a strange per- 
son ; for they judge by externals, since these are all they 
perceive. The opinions of the wise seem, then, to harmo- 
nize with our arguments. But while even such things 
carry some conviction, the truth in practical matters is 
discerned from the facts of life ; for these are the decisive 
factor. We must therefore survey what we have already 
said, bringing it to the test of the facts of life, and if it 
harmonizes with the facts we must accept it, ut it 
clashes with them we must suppose it to be mere theory. 
Now he who exercises his reason and cultivates it seems 

to be both in the best state of mind and most dear w the 

gods. For if the gods have any care for human affairs, ^ 
they are thought to have, it would be reasonable both 
that they should delight in that which was best and 
most akin to them (i.e. reason) and that they should 
reward those who love .and honour this most, as caring 
for the things that are dear to them and acting both 
rightly and nobly, .^na that all these attributes be ong 
most of all to the philosopher is manifest. He, therefore, 
is the dearest to the gods. .And he who is that will pre- 
sumably be also the happiest ; so that tn th.s way too the 
philosopher will more than any other be happy. 

Ugiskiion is needed the end is to he attmned: transUion to 
the Politics 

9. If these matters and the v.rtues and also friendsh.p 
Ld pleasure, have been dealt w.th suffic.ently tn out- 
line, are we to suppose that our programme has reached 
its end? Surely, as the saying goes, where there 
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things to be done the end is not to survey and recognize 
the various things, | but rather to do them ; with regard 
to virtue, then, it is not enough to know, but we must 
try to have and use it, or try any other way there may be 
of becoming good. Now if arguments were in them- 
selves enough to make men good, they would justly, as 
Theognis says, have won very great rewards, and such 
rewards should have been provided ; but as things are, 
while they seem to have power to encourage and stimu- 
late the generous-minded among our youth, and to 
make a character which is gently born, and a true 
lover of what is noble, ready to be possessed by virtue, 
they are not able to encourage ihtmany to nobility and 
goodness. For these do not by nature obey the sense of 
shame, but only fear, and do not abstain from bad acts 
because of their baseness but through fear of punish- 
ment; living by passion they pursue their own plea- 
sures and the means to them, and avoid the opposite 
pains, and have not even a conception of what is noble 
and truly pleasant, since they have never tasted it. 
What argument would remould such people ? It is hard, 
if not impossible, to remove by argument the traits that 
have long since been incorporated in the character; 
and perhaps we must be content if, when all the in- 
huences by which we are thought to become good are 
present, we get some tincture of virtue. 

Now some think that we are made good by nature, 
others by habituation, others by teaching. Nature’s 
part evidently does not depend on us, but as a result 
ol some divine causes is present in those who are truly 
fortunate; while argument and teaching, we may 
suspect, are not powerful with all men, but the soul of 
the student must first have been cultivated by means 
of habits for noble joy and noble hatred, like earth 
which IS to nourish the seed. For he who lives as passion 
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directs will not hear argument that dissuades him, nor 
understand it if he does ; and how can we persuade one 
in such a state to change his ways? And in general 
passion seems to yield not to argument but to force. 
The character, then, must somehow be there already 
with a kinship to virtue, loving what is noble and hating 


what is base. 

But it is difficult to get from youth up a right trainmg 
for virtue if one has not been brought up under right 
laws ; for to live temperately and hardily is not pleasant 
to most people, especially when they are Yo^^g /or 
this reason their nurture and occupations should be 
fixed by law; for they will not be painful when they 
have become customary. | But it is surely not enough 
that when they are young they should get the right 
nurture and attention : since they must, even when they 
are grown up, practise and be habituated to them we 
shall need laws for this as well, and generally speakmg 
to cover the whole of life ; for most people obey necessity 
rather than argument, and punishments rather than 


the sense of what is noble. 

This is why some think that leg.slatots ought to 

stimulate men to virtue and urge them bV *e 

motive of the noble, on the assumption that those who 
have been well advanced by the formatton of hab. 
will attend to such influences; and that punishments 
and penalties should be imposed on who d s- 

obey and are of inferior nature, while the incu ably 
bad should be completely banished^A good rnan^hey 
think), since he lives with his mind fixed on what is 
noble will submit to argument, while a bad man, 
whose desire is for pleasure, is corrected by pain Idee 
a beast of burden. This is, too, why they say ‘he Paim 
inflicted should be those that are most opposed to the 


pleasures such men love. 
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However that may be, if (as we have said)* the man 
who is to be good must be well trained and habituated, 
and go on to spend his time in worthy occupations and 
neither willingly nor unwillingly do bad actions, and 
if this can be brought about if men live in accordance 
with a sort of reason and right order, provided this has 
force — if this be so, the paternal command indeed 
has not the required force or compulsive power (nor 
in general has the command of one man, unless he be 
a king or something similar), but the law /wj compul- 
sive power, while it is at the same time a rule proceed- 
ing from a sort of practical wisdom and reason. And 
while people hate men who oppose their impulses, even 
if they oppose them rightly, the law in its ordaining of 
what is good is not burdensome. 

In the Spartan state alone, or almost alone, the 
legislator seems to have paid attention to questions of 
nurture and occupation; in most states such matters 
have been neglected, and each man lives as he pleases, 
Cyclops-fashion, ‘to his own wife and children dealing 
law’.^ Now it is best that there should be a public and 
proper care for such matters; but if they are neglected 
by the community it would seem right for each man 
to help his children and friends towards virtue, and 
that they should have the power, or at least the will, 
to do this. 

1 1 would seem from what has been said that he can do 
this better if he makes himself capable of legislating. 
For public control is plainly effected by laws, and good 
control by good laws; whether written or unwritten 
would seem to make no difference, | nor whether they 
are laws providing for the education of individuals or of 
groups — any more than it does in the case of music or 
g^minastics and other such pursuits. For as in cities laws 

' iiyghi-nBo's. » Od. ix. ii 4 f. 
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and prevailing types of character have force, so in 
households do the injunctions and the habits of the 
father, and these have even more because of the tie of 
blood and the benehts he confers; for the children start 
with a natural affection and disposition to obey. Fur- 
ther, private education has an advantage over public, 
as private medical treatment has ; for while in general 
rest and abstinence from food are good for a man m 
a fever, for a particular man they may not be; and a 

boxer presumably does not prescribe the same style of 

fighting to all his pupils. It would seem, then, that the 
detail is worked out with more precision if the control is 
private ; for each person is more likely to get what suits 


his case. , , ^ u ^ 

But the details can be best looked after, one by one, 

by a doctor or g^-mnastic instructor or anyone else who 
hL the general knowledge of what is good for everyone 
or for people of a certain kind (for the sciences both a e 
said to be, and are, concerned with what is > 

not but what some particular detail ^ ^ 

well looked after by an unscientihc person, if he has 

studied accurately in the light JfP; 

nens in each case iust as some people seem to be their 

own best doctors, \hough they could give nohelp W 

one else. None the less, it will perhaps be ag eed hat 
a man does wish to become master of an art or science 

u f t tfi^-imiversaKandcometoknowitaswell 

hemust go to the universal. . -.l .u:- 

aspossibk; for, as we have said, it is with this that the 
sciences are concerned. whptht-r 

T’^ L^t:rV'"cam try t’o become 

“aXonegislating, if « "-aTy^ 

Tbete°us-inm rrightidition is njt for 
;tfir a'ntrr:er ; if anyone can do it, it is the man 
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who knows, just as in medicine and ail other matters 
which give scope for care and prudence. 

Must we not, then, next examine whence or how one 
can learn how to legislate? Is it, as in all other cases, 
from statesmen? Certainly it was thought to be a part 
of statesmanship.* Or is a difference apparent between 
statesmanship and the other sciences and arts? In the 
others the same people are found offering to teach the 
arts and practising them, e.g. doctors or painters; but 
while the sophists profess to teach politics, [ it is prac- 
tised not by any of them but by the politicians, who 
would seem to do so by dint ofa certain skill and experi- 
ence rather than of thought; for they are not found 
either writing or speaking about such matters (though 
it were a nobler occupation perhaps than composing 
speeches for the law-courts and the assembly), nor 
again are they found to have made statesmen of their 
own sons or any other of their friends. But it was to be 
expected that they should if they could; for there is 
nothing better than such a skill that they could have 
left to their cities, or could prefer to have for them- 
selves, or, therefore, for those dearest to them. Still, 
experience seems to contribute not a little; else they 
could not have become politicians by familiarity with 
politics ; and so it seems that those who aim at knowing 
about the art of politics need experience as well. 

But those of the sophists who profess the art seem to 
be very far from teaching it. For, to put the matter 
generally, they do not even know what kind of thing it 
is nor what kinds of things it is about; otherwise they 
would not have classed it as identical with rhetoric or 
even inferior to it, nor have thought it easy to legislate 
by collecting the laws that are thought well of; they say 
it is possible to select the best laws, as though even the 

‘ 1141^24. 
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selection did not demand intelligence and as though 
light judgement were not the greatest thing, as in 
matters of music. For while people experienced in any 
department judge rightly the works produced in it, and 
understand by what means or how they are achieved, 
and what harmonizes with what, the inexperienced 
must be content if they do not fail to see whether the 
work has been well or ill made— as in the case of paint- 
ing. Now laws are as it were the ‘works’ of the political 
art; I how then can one learn from them to be a legK- 
lator, or judge which are best? Even medical men do 
not seem to be made by a study of text-books. Yet peop e 
try, at any rate, to state not only the treatments but 
also how particular classes of people can be cured and 
should be treated— distinguishing the various habite 
of body; but while this seems useful to experienced 
people, to the inexperienced it is valueless. Surely, 
then, whUe collections ol laws, and of constitutions 
also, may be seiviceable to those who can study them 
and judge what is good or bad and what enactment 
suit what circumstances, tho,sc who go through such 
coUections without a practised laculty will not have 
right judgement (unle.ss it be as a spontaneous gdt of 
nature), lough they may perhaps become more mtelh- 

gent in such matteis. . , 

Now our predecessors have left the subject oflegisla- 

tion to us unexamined; it is perhaps best, therefore, 

that we should ourselves study it, and m general study 

the question of the constitution, to 

the Lst of our ability the 

First, then, if anything has been said well detai by 
earlier thinkers, let us try to review it; then m Ae hgh 
of the constitutions we have collected et us s tudy what 
sorts of influence preserve and destroy tates, and 
what sorts preserve or destroy the particular kinds of 
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constitution, and to what causes it is due that some are 
well and others ill administered. When these matters 
have been studied we shall perhaps be more likely to see 
with a comprehensive view which constitution is best, 
and how each must be ordered, and what laws and 
customs it must use, if it is to be at its best. ‘ Let us make 
a beginning of our discussion. 

^ 1 181^12-23 is a programme for ilte Politics^ agreeing to a large extent 
with the existing contents of that work. 
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Brutishness, 74. >59. *71 f-> >74 f- 
Buffoonery, 42, 103 f. 

Calypso. 46. 

Cannibalism, 171. 

Carcinus, >77- 
Category, 8. 

Celts, 66. 

Chance, 17 ff- 21. 55 f- 8>, >88; 

and art, 34, I4>- 
Character, 4, 53, 83, 84, 100, 102. 
104, 138, 156. >93. 225 f- 248, 
266. 270, 271. 2735 essential 
element, 218; love of, 220. 
Child, 12, 17, >9. 48. 59. 77. >70. 
171, 172. 184. 187. 203, 210, 
213, 214. 227, 233. 272; cp. to 

chattel, 123; intellect of, 253. 
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Choice (purpose, pursuit), 53-58. 
59, 121, 127, 129. 135. 138 ff.. 
178, 180; and action, 1, 11; 
and calculation, 1 74 ; and capa- 
city, 102; and knowledge. 4; 
and passion, 122; and state of 
character, 39, 139; good. ‘82; 
mistaken, 5 1 ; object of, 55, 57 f-. 
59. 139; right, 158, 158; virtues, 
modes of, 36, 218, 221, 267; 
voluntary, 53. 

Citizen(ship), 12, t8, 24, 29. 87, 

I II, 207, 224, 263. 

City State, 29. 64, 147, 214, 231, 
236, 272, 275; and individual, 
2, 134. 147 f-. 269 ff.. proper 
size of, 243. 

Cleverness, 156 f., 182. 

Comedy, 103. 

Compulsion, acts due to, 48. 

Confidence, 35, 40. 83, 71. 

CoDstitution(s), 29, 148, 210 f., 
218, 275 f; ancient, 58; best, 
124; deviation-forms of, 209, 
212; share in, 1 1 1. 

Cortcmplation, theoretical know- 
ledge, 30, 87, 256, 268; life of, 
6f. ' 

Contemplative intellect, 138: ac- 
tivity, 263 ff., 267 f. 

Continence, 26, 105, 159 f-, >62, 
ifisf., t68f., 181 f., 183, 236; 
and choice, i8of-; and endur- 
ance, 1 75 ff. ; as mean, 181. 

Contracts, 222. 

Corrective justice, 115. 

Courage, 26, 29, 31, 32, 40, 44, 
45, 63 ff., 108, 132, 157. 231. 
264, 266 f.; kinds of, 67-71. 

Cowardice, 29, 3 > . 32, 40. 44 f-. 64, 
66 f., 68, 78 f., log f., 134, 229. 

Creature, irrational, 53; man a 
political. 238. 

Cretans, 24. 

Death, 64 f.. 69, 71, 105. 

Debt, 216, 223. 

Deliberation. 55 ff., 138, 139, 142. 
146; excellence in, 149 If. 

Delos, 17. 


Democracy, 113, 210. 

Demodocus, 179. 

Demonstration, scientific proof, 3. 

142, 144, 153. >86. 

Desiderative reason, 139. 

Desire, 2, 4, 4t. 87. 77. 95. >38. 
138 ff., 173. 206, 230, 259; 
deliberate, 58, 139; ratiocina- 
tive, 139; desiring element, 26. 
Diomede, 67, 129. 

Disease, 8, 61, 64, 17!, 172, 174. 
177, 178. 

Distribution, 112 ff. 

Distributive justice, 1 1 1 ff. 

Doctor, 10. 25, 35, 56, 61, 102, 
Ii8f., 131. 170. 223, 256, 273- 
Drunkenness, 51, 60, 62, 70, 165, 

167, 178, 182, 190. 

Education. 32, 111,211, 248, 270, 
273- 

Effeminacy, t6o. 177- 
Empedocles, 166, 167, 193. 

End. the, i, 49, 62 f., 71, 142, 
185, 256; and means, 54, 56, 
57. 59. 158; and state of cha- 
racter, 65; architect of, 183; 
final, 1 1 ; ignorance of, 62; in- 
volved in definition, 66; what 
is best, 2, 156. 

Endurance, 160, 163, 168, 175- 
Endymion, 268. 

Enjoyment, life of, 6. 

En%T. 35. 39. 43. 64. 

Epicharmus, 233. 

Equal, as mean, 37, 44, 187; as 
just, 109, 1 10 f., 1 12. 

Equality, 112, 120, 123, 200, 203, 
Q04, 206. 215; and proportion, 
1 18. 204; in friendship, 235; 
of ratio, 1 13. 

Equity, honesty, 84, 132 ff., 152. 
Ethics, method of, 3 f., 5 f., 14. 

30, 160, 163 f., 224, 270-6. 
Eudoxus, 24, 249. 

Euripides, 49, 128, 147, 193; ref. 

to. 51. 108, 191. 231. 235, 265. 
Evenus, 183. 

Evil, destroys itself, 97; in class 
of die unlimited, 38. 
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&£change, 1 1 7 ff- 
Experience, 65, 68, 148, i53i 201, 

273. 274« 

Eye of the soul, 156, cf. 153. 


Fact, and rc2«on, 5, 14; 

argument, 235, 248, 249, 269. 
Faculty, capacity, 23; and ac- 
tivity, 28, 233, 240; and happi- 
ness, 23; and purpose, 102 ^ and 
state of character, 35 
as disposition, 1 52 ; as part, 25 , 
calculative, 138; of soul, 25. 
Father, 27, >26, 170. i7-3. 203. 
207, 210 f., 219, 223 f.; justice 
of, 123; friendship of, 211. 
Fear, 35, 48, 68, 84, 104 f., 126, 
270; dehned, 63; and couli* 

dence, 40, 63, 7t' 

Fearlessness, 40, 64, 7°* 

Flatterer, 42, 84,93, 100,205,253- 
Fortune, good, prosperity, 15. ‘7» 

91, 93. »88, 192, 238. 244 1-. 
270; goods of, to?. 

Fricnd(s), agency of, 5": and 
fellow citizens, 12; anotl.crsell, 
228; in prosperity and adver- 
sity, 244 ff., 238; not flatterer, 
253; number of, 243 f-- sbouUl 
live together, i99f-. 248- 
Friendly feeling, love, 35. ‘94. ‘95. 


200, 204, 230, 233. 234- 

rriendship, «J9. 192-247; 
in sutc and home, 2 10 li. ; an 

equality, 204ff.;a“d 

194 ff., 201, 230 ff-; and seh- 
lovc, 227 ff.; as virtue, nyi, 

between equals, 

215 ff.; lUtes, 193, ‘07. 226; 
unequals, 203 f-, 215. 2i8‘-. 
unlikes, 220; childish. 2.i6. 

claims of, 223 ff- 7 

225 ff; greatest external good. 

238; happy man’s need oi, 3 
ff.; legal and moral, 216; na- 
tural. 219; of goodness. 

200 f-; of utility and pleasure, 

195 f., 20! ff; perfect, 198 

201 ; ’’political, 207 ff- 209 ff. 
218. 232, 244: 2t3. 


companions, 200, 207, 211, 
213 f., 220, 244; relations, 213 
ff. ; problems of, 193. 

Gain, 1 17. 218. 

Geometer, 14, 148. 258. 

Geometry, I5‘" 

Glaucus, 129. 

God, 8, 24, ‘59. 204, 228, 268; 
single pleasure of, i9‘; gods, 
23, 87. 88, 90, 124, ‘32, ‘59, 
204, 208, 213, 222, 267 f-, 269; 
gift of. 1 8. 

Good, the, 6. 12, 14. 24- 248, 249 
f., 251. 254; and pleasant, use- 
ful, 194. 253; apparent. 58, 62, 
194; another’s, 108, 123; as 
many senses as being, 8; de- 
fined, 1. n. 249; chief. 2, ir. 
12. 16, 184. 187 f.; divided into 
activity and state, 185; final, 
12, 62. 157; Idea of, 5. 7 ff 
natural, 250; goods, absolutely 
and relatively, 9. ‘85, cf. 10, 
107. 194. ‘95, ‘96; achievable 
by action, 4. ‘0.“. 146; bodily, 
15, 189; column of, 9'. external, 
ir„9o, 188, 238; human, 2, 14. 
25, 143. 146; obj. of competi- 
tion, 237. cf. 235; universal, 7- 

Good temper, 27, 29, 4 1 , 48, 98 f- , 
g8, J08. 

Goodwill, 1 94. 230 f. 

Graces, 118. 

Gymnastics, &c., 8, 30, 37, 58, 

71, 135. ‘54, 273* 

Habit. 5. 28, 171. 190. 271, 273. 

275; and nature, 183, 271. 

Habituation, 14, I7, 77. ‘79. ‘83* 

Happiness, 5-25, 155. *83. 261-9; 
after death, 19 f- 22 f.; and 
amusement, 262 f.; and external 
goods, 268 f., and feeling, 251. 
components of, 108; defined, 
5-17; how acquired, 17 ff-; 
human, 25; impossible for ani- 
mals, 268, slaves, 263: in intel- 
lectual andmoral activity, 263- 
7; no man called happy while 
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living, 19 ff.; perfect, 263, 265, 
267 ; the wise happiest, 269. 

Hector, 67, 159. 

Helen, 4.6. 

Heraclitus, 33, 164, 193. 

Hermes, temple of, 69. 

Heroic virtue, 159. 

Hesiod, 6; ref. to, 117. 188, 22i. 

Homer, 58,67f.,69, 74. I29. I44. 
•59. ‘74. 210, 211 ; reff. to, 46, 
68, 73, 86. 93, 192, 193. 272- 
Honour, 5, 6, 7, 9. 12,*4‘. 67, 9of., 
93. 95f-. no. *23, 
168, 169 f., 205, 218 f., 222, 
224, 235; and incontinence, 
160, 168, 170; as the end of 
virtue, 65, cf. 86. 

House(hold), ti, !i8, 119, 121, 
184, 210; and city, 214, 272 f.; 
justice in, 123, 136; manage- 
ment (economics),! , 2, 143, 147, 
148. 

Humility. 41, 90, 94 f. 

Hypothesis, 179. 

Ideas, Platonic, 7 ff. 

Ignorance, 161, 167; acts done 
in, 51, 126 f., 128; acts due to, 
48, 50 ff., 60, 128, 155, i6j ; of 
the end, 62 ; of the universal, 51. 

Immortality, 34. 

Impetuosity, 177 f. 

Incontinence, 4, 26, 53, 79, 129. 
150, >59-83. 229, 236; and 
brutishness, I74f. ; and choice, 
180: and knowledge, 163 ff.; 
and practical wisdom, 182; 
and self-indulgence, 26, 160, 
175, i8i;as mean, 181 ; fonns 
of, 183, cf. 177, 182; in anger, 
honour, gain, 160, 168 f., 170, 
172 f. 

Indignation, righteous, 43. 

Induction, 14, !40f. 

Injustice, 60, 61, 106-11. 122, 
!75. i79:actsof, 122 f., 125 ff., 
*35; on part of distributor and 
receiver, 130 ff.; to oneself, 
128 ff., cf. 123, 134, !36. 

Insensibility, 31, 40, 44, 45, 76. 


Intellectual virtue, 27 f., 137-58. 

Involuntary, the, 59, 117, lasf., 
128. 

Irascibility, 29, 41 f., 96f. 

Irrational, the, 25 f., 72, 136, 138, 

235. 

Judge, ri5 f. 

Judgement, 152 f. 

Justice, 29, 34f-.43. 80, loi, 106- 
36, 157, 21 1 f., 236, 251. 253, 
264, 266 f.; actions of, 121, 125, 
155; anti equity. 132 f.; and 
friendship, 192 f., 204, 207 f., 
212, 216: another’s good, 108, 
123; as mean, 121 f.; as re- 
ciprocity, ii4fr. ; distributive, 
ti2f.; household, 123, cf. 
136; kinds of, II I ; legal, 124, 
216; natural, 124, cf. 131, 133; 
particular, 109 f. ; political, 122; 
rectificatory, 1 14 ff. ; senses of, 
!o6f., cf. no; universal, 107 
ff., cf. 1 1 1 ; unwritten, 216. 

King, 58, 177. 209, 272. 

Knowledge, science, scientific 
knowledge, 140 ff., 146; and 
art, 2, cf. J, 10, 56, 140; 
and capacity, 2, 106, 274; 
and courage, 68, cf. 158; and 
intuitive reason, 140, 145; and 
opinion, 161, 164; and per- 
ception, 148, 167; and under- 
standing, 151; acting contrary 
to, 165. cf. 161; and wisdom, 
practical and philosophical, 
140, 149; bad kinds of, 187; 
crror'in, 149; object of, 140, 
144; possession of, 164, cf. 15 1 ; 
science, concerned with uni- 
versals, 273; exact, 56; of con- 
traries, 106; one to each Idea, 
8; particular, 151. 

Law. !o 8, m, 115, 117, 122, 123, 
133 f., 272; laws» 24, 60, 67, 
108, 131. 155. 183, 222, 271 f- 
275; and decree, 133; and 
nature, 119, cf. 3; contrary to, 
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109; to oneself, 104; universal, 
133- 

Lawgiver, 24, 29, 60, 104. 133, 
192, 208, 272, 273 f-. 275- 
Legislation, 107, 147. 275- 
Leisxire, 264. 

Liberality, 16, 27, 40 f., 44, 64. 
79-85, 95, 180, 202 ; and magni- 
ficence, 85 f. 

Life, 13, 21. 240; and activity, 13. 

257; good by nature, 241. 
Loan, III, 223, 232. 

Loss, 115 fT. 

Love, 67, 201, 244, 246: stt also 
Friendly feeling. 

Lover, 198, 206, 220. 

Magnificence, 40, 85 ff., 95- 
Making, i, i4i> >42 f> 

Man, and marriage, 214: as 
citizen, 12, cf. 238; function of, 
12; his intellectual elenieni, 
227 ; moving principle in action, 
57, 59; other things more 
divine, 145; political creature, 

23B. 

Mathematician, 3, H3. uB- 
Mathematics, 27, 57, 179- 
Mean, the, 31, 37-43, «2i. 
Meanness, 40, 44, 79, 94^-’ 
Medicine, i, 8, 11, 25, 30. 56. J35. 
*37, 145, *5>. >54. >55, >58. 

273. 

Megara, 89. 

Meropc, 51. 

Milesians, 179. 

Milo, 37- 
Misadventure, 22. 

Mistake, I27- 

Mock-modesty, 42, 93, >0®’ 
Monarchy, 209 f. 

Money, 45. 79, >02. n9f-. >3>' 
220 f., 267; -making, 7, >0°' 
2i8. 

Moral state, 139. >59; 

(in man), 157- 

Mother, 171, 205, 213, 224, 227. 
Music, 272, 275. 

Musician, 34, 240, 253, 257- 


Nature, 28, 62, 141, 185, 188; 
and art, 1 8, 38 ; and convention, 
3, 119, 125; and habit, 171, 
183, 270 f., cf. 28; and neces- 
sity, chance, reason, 55, 191; 
as cause, 153, > 7 > , cf. 6 1 ; sub- 
stance prior in, 8; things 
unchangeable by, 124. 
Necessity, 55 ; and argument, 271. 
Neoptolemus, 162, 181. 
Niggardliness, 41, 86 f., 89. 

Niobc, 170- 
Nobility, 130. 

Noble, the, 33, cf. Honour. 
Nutrition, 13; faculty causing, 
25 f., 155- 

Obsequiousness, 42, 98 f., 100, 

244. 

Odysseus, 162, 181. 

Oligarchy, 113, 209 f. 

Olympic games, 16, 168. 

Opinion, 149 f-. >5>. >Bi; and 
choice, 53 f-; error in, 140, 149; 
formed by faculty, 143. >571 
of wise, 269: truth, its correct- 
ness, 149; what it concerns, 54, 

143. >67- 

Paederasty, 171. 

Pain, 76; freedom from, 184, 186, 

245. 253. cf. pleasure. 

Painters, 274. 

Painting, 73. 257. 27>- 
Parents, 12, 48, 81, 170, 203, 207, 

213 f.. 219. 222, 224. 

Passion, feeling, emotion, and 
friendship, 99; and state of 
cliaracter, 35. >05 f-. cf. 193; 
as soul’s irrational part, 235; 
passions, 3 f., 105, 196. 270 f.; 
irrational, 52 f. ; means in, 42 f. ; 
natural, 127. 

Perception, sensation, sense, 14, 
47, 98. >38, 148 f-. >73. 240f-, 
256; as intuitive reason, 153 
facts of, 248 ; life of, 13; objects 

of, 47, 57. >66, 173. 256.cf. 184, 

18^; power of, 240; that one 
perceives, 241, cf. 245; senses. 
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the, 28, 74, 2J3, 258; living 

by, 172. 

Pericles, 143. 

Persia, 124, 2io. 

Phalcris, 171, 172. 

Phidias, 144. 

PhilocUlcs, Sophocles’, 162, 181. 

Philoctetes, Theodectes’, 177. 

Philosophers, 8. 

Philosophy, lO, 222, 264;ofhuinan 
nature, 275- 

Phoenissae, 231. 

Pittacus, 60, 231. 

Pity, 35, 48, 51. 

Plato, 5, 32, 250; reff. to 15, ti8, 

252. 

Platonists, 5, 0 ff. 

Pleasant, as good, 194, 197; as 
noble, 33; naturally, 191. 

Pleasure, 9. 24, 3* ff*. 4°, 43. 4^. 
59, 72 ff.. 164, 183 ff., 248 ff.; 
and activity, 258 ff.; and ani- 
mals, 260; and good, 184 ff.; 
and love, 195 ff. ; and percep- 
tion, thought, 259; causes of, 
168; defined, 254 ff.; desired 
by men, 257 ; Eudoxus on, 249, 
cf. 253: kinds of, 248, cf. 252 
f. : necessary, 176; noble, 169, 
cf. 181; of body, 32, 174 f., 181 
f., 188 ff. ; of soul, 72; opinions 
on, 183 f., 248 ff.; opponents 
refuted, 250 ff.; painless, 185; 
Plato on. 250; social, 99, cf, 
104; virtuous, i6, cf. 264. 

Poets, 8f, 233. 

Politics, political science, 2 ff., 
I 7 f., 24 . 33. m, J45, 147, 158. 
265, 274 f.; student of, 24 f., 56, 
147, 183, 264. 266, 274. 

Polity, 2og. 

Polyclitus, 144. 

Poverty, 64, 67, 192. 

Practical intellect, 139. 

Praise, 23, 48, 49, 80, 102, 267. 

Priam, 19, 21, 159. 

Pride, 41, 89 ff. 

Principles, first, 5, 14, cf. 148; 
how grasped, 144: of inference, 
I 40. 


Prodigality, 40. 44. 79 ff-. 82 ff., 
180. 

Production, t66. 

Productive intellect, 139. 

Proportion, ii3f., 119, 121, 128; 
arithmetical, 37, Ii4f.;defined, 
1 13; discrete, 1 13; geometrical, 
1 13; proportional equality, tig, 
1 1 2 ; proportionate return, 1 18. 

Protagoras, 221. 

Proverbs, 108, 163, 191, 207, 235. 

Punishment, 32, 48, 98, 271. 

Pythagoreans, 9, 38, 117. 

Rashness, 31, 40, 44 f., 66, 180. 

Ratiocinative desire, 139. 

Rational principle, ground, 
reasoning, rule, 4, 13, 26 f., 39, 
55. 70, 77 f-. J23. 139. J4* 

148, 149 f., 153. >58. 160, 173. 

178 ff., 236, 271 f.; contrary to, 
26, 169, 181, 182; obedience 
to, 13, cf. 27; possession of, 13, 
25. 27, 136, 137 f. right rule, 
30, 137, 157, 166; and incon- 
tinence, 168; and virtue, 157; 
as practical wisdom, 157; con- 
trary to, 134, >68, 179; in ac- 
cordance with, 30, 137, 157, 
179- 

Ready wit, 42, 102 ff., 195, 198, 
202, 261. 

Reason, activity of, 269; acqui- 
sition of, 157; and argument, 
>53: contemplative, 263, 265, 
268; desidcrative, >39; is the 
man, 236, 265 f. ; intuitive, 8, 
10,56, >38 ff., i44f., 153; prac- 
tical, >57, >75, 236, 237, 272. 

Reciprocity, > 17 ff. 

Reclificatory justice, lit, 114, 

>>7. 

Regret, 50, 52, 176, >78, 228, 
229. 

Replenishment, 75, 252 f. 

Rhadamanthus, >17. 

.Sardanapallus, 6. 

Satyrus, 170. 

Science, see Knowledge. 
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Sculptor, 13, 144. 

Scythians, 55, 177. 
Self-consciousness, 241, 246. 
Self-indulgence, 29, 31, 32, 40, 
44f-. 6off., 72 ff., 79. 84. «09f-. 
160, 164, 167 ff., 170, 172. ‘74 
ff., 181, 187, 189, I9‘- 
Self-love, 234 f. 

Self-sufficiency, iif., 122, 264, 
265, 268. 

Senses, ste Perception. 

Sex, 74, 165. 168, 171. 172, 184, 

i8g. 

Shame, 43, 67 f.. tos, 270. 
Shamelessness, 39, 43, 64. i05* 
Simonides, 82. 

Sicyonians, 71. 

Slave, 161, 2to, 212, 263. 

Society, political, 108, 208, cf. 
Association. 

Socrates, 68, 102, 157, 161, 167. 
Softness, 67, 160, 168, 169, 175 ‘1- 
Solitary life, 12, 17, 200, 238, 

239. 

Solon, 19, 268 r. 

Sophists, 221, 274. 

Sophocles, 162, 181. 

Soul, activity of, 13 f., J5. '8. 24. 
25 j divine part of (reason), 236, 
263, 265; division of, 25 ff., cf. 
13. 78, 136, 138, 143. >53. ‘55. 
157 f-. 235 f'. 263; eye of. 156, 

cf. 10; goods of, 15; pleasures 
of, 72; single, 235; state of, 32. 

137. 

Sparta, 24, 55, 7‘. 93. I59. 

231, 272. 

Speusippus, 9, 187. 

Spite, 39, 43- 

State of soul, character, mitul, 27. 
32, 61, 62 f., 65, 70, 99. 

147. 154. ‘85, 176, 183. 256; 

and activity, 16, 29, 86, 199. 
cf. 62 ; and capacity, 1 4 ‘ 5 
choice, 39, 139; and passion, 
feeling, 35 f-. ‘05, 200; and 
practical wisdom, 157. 
cess, 189; best, 138; middle, 
99, 103; moral, 139: natural, 
157. 185, 186. 


Tact, 104. 

Tastelessness, 41, 86. 

Teaching, 28, 140; and nature, 
habit, 270. 

Temperance, 26, 27, 29, 31 f., 
34 f., 40, 44, 45. 78, 89, 95, 108, 
143, 160. 162, 168 ff., 172, 174. 
>75 f-. >79. >8i, 182, 184, >86 

f., 236, 264, 267; discussed, 
72 ff. 

Thales, 146. 

Theatre, 258. 

Theodectes, 177. 

Theogpis, 240, 270; quoted, 108, 
247- 

Thetis, 93. 

Timocracy, 209 ff. 

Trojan cycle, 19. 

Troy, 139. 

Truthfulness, 42, 93. >oi, 102. 
Tyranny, 209 f., 212. 

Unainbitiousness, 41, 95 f- 
Unanimity, 192, 231 f. 
Understanding, 27, 151 f., 213, 
275- 

Unirascibility, 29, 41 f., 96. 97- 
Universal, ignorance of, 5 1 ; know- 
ledge of, 144, cf. 273: premiss, 
165: term, 167. 

U.surers, 85. 

Utility, friendship of, 198. 206. 

cf. 195. 215. 216. 

Vanity, 4>. 90. 94 f- 
Vegetative principle, 25, 26. 

Vice, 143; of body, 61. 

Virtue. 27, >38. >55. 266; ac- 
tivities of, 59, 251, 264; and 
continence, >59 f.. 181 fl.; and 
friendship, 22 1; and honour, 
65; and pleasure, pain, 32!.. 
183, cf. 16, 248; and practical 
wisdom, 155. >57. 266; as jus- 
tice, 108 f.; best. 14. 263I.; 
defined, 35, 39 ff-. >39 f-: 
produced, 28 fi, 31, 34. 45 fi-. 
270, 273; human, 24f!-, 37; in- 
tellectual, 24 ff., 27. 28, i 37"58: 
moral, 24 ff., 28, 32. 4<;'ff-. 
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63-136, 139 f-. 155. *83, 266; 
natural, 157 f., cf. 28, 179; of 
character, 138, 248 f., 266; per- 
fect, 19, 24, gi f., 108; practical, 
264 : rational, 43 ; superhuman, 
>59- 

Voluntary and involuntary, the, 
48 ff., 63, II7, 125 f-. J28f. 

Vulgarity, 41, 86, 88. 


War, 8, 64, 72, 208, 264. 
Weakness, 162, 177, 260. 

Wealth, I, 3, 5, 7. n. J7. 79, 88 


f-. 9J. 

113. 

168, 210 

; defined. 

79. 





Wife, 12 

. 64, 

123, 203, 


211, 

214 f. 





Wis<iom 

, philosophic, 15, 27, 

140, 

144 ff. 

. >54 

ff., 158. 

264; 

de- 

fined, 

145; 

practical, 15, 

27, 

140, 

144 f-. 

15' f.. 

160, 

161, 


184, 186, 250, 266, 272; and 
virtues, 157 f.; discussed, 145 
ff.; its use, 154 ff. 

Wish, 53f-. sBf., I94. «97i 2571 
contrary to, I29 f. 

Woman, 171, 210, 21 1, 214, 245. 

Work, product, function, and 
activity, i, 12 f., 23, 233; and 
art, 184, j 86; and virtue, 138; 
of eye, 13, 36 f. ; of intellectual 
element, 139; of man, 12 f., 37, 
cf. 155, 214; of practically wise 
man, 146; of shoe-maker, 118, 
cf. 120 ; not possession, 87. 

Xenophantus, 177. 

Youth, 3, 74. 105, 148, 190, 192, 
195, 201, 203, 270 f., 273. 


Zeus, 93, 210, 224. 
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THE WORLD’S CLASSICS 


ARISTOTLE 

THE NICOMACHEAN ETHICS 

Translated with an Introduction 
by David Ross 

In the Nicomachean Ethics (so called after their first editor, 
Aristotle’s son Nicomachus) Aristotle sets out to discover the good 
life lor man: the life of happiness or eudaimonia. Happiness for 
Aristotle is the activity of the soul in accordance with virtue. 
Virtue is shown in the deliberate choice of actions as part of a 
worked-out plan of life, a plan which takes a middle course 
between excess and deficiency. This is the famous doctrine of the 
golden mean courage, for example, is a mean between cowardice 
and rashness, and justice between a man's getting more or less 
than his due. The supreme happiness, according to Aristotle, is to 
b'- found in a life of philosophical contemplation; but this is only 
possible for the few, and a secondary kind of happiness is available 
in a virtuous life of political activity and public magnificence. 

I 

('■over illustration: Figure of a philosopher from the Boscoreale 
frieze Museo iWazionale, Naples. Photo Scala. 
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